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Fellowship
Presbyterian Church
USA
Our Purpose

Fellowship is called by God and
empowered by the Holy Spirit to
make disciples by REACHing,
GROWing, and SENDing
people with Christ to do justice,
to live mercy, and to walk
humbly with God.

Our Motto

The loving place that is
Reaching, Growing, and
Sending people with Christ.

Dedication of Sound and Video Booths in Tribute to Antoinette
“Toni” Franklin and Johnnie Ryce McAlpine
Church members and close friends of the Franklin and
McAlpine families gathered on Sunday, December 30, for
the dedication of upgraded and new equipment that
enhances the worship experience in the Fellowship
Presbyterian Church sanctuary.
The upgrades and
purchases for sound and video, respectively, have been
made possible by the financial support of the Franklin and
Images of honorees McAlpine families as a way to memorialize their loved
depicted through the
ones. Toni Franklin left a legacy of service in music,
new video system.
primarily playing piano for and directing various choirs,
but she served in numerous other capacities as well. Johnnie McAlpine left a
legacy of service in working with youth and children, but also functioned in
many other church ministries.
Elder Pauline Bodiford, convener of the Worship Ministry Team, composed
and led the reading of the Litany of Dedication. Then, she directed two family
members to unveil the plaques. The Antoinette Franklin plaque is positioned
on the sound booth because Toni always wished for improved sound in the
sanctuary. Similarly, the Johnnie McAlpine plaque is positioned on the video
booth because she was an advocate of including video to enhance worship.

Sunday, January 27, 2019,

immediately following worship
service. The purpose of the meeting
is to approve the Pastor’s Call for
2019 and present the annual budget
for information only.

The booths are beautifully and harmoniously constructed to blend within the
sanctuary’s colors and style. The booths are functioning and providing several
youth members with knowledge and new experience. Surely Toni and
Johnnie Mae are, as Reverend Bentley said, “two of the saints of Fellowship .
. . who have joined that great cloud of witnesses and yet continue to bless our
ministry.”
Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple
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First Service as an Acolyte
Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple

Pictures from the Dedication of Sound and
Video Booths in Tribute to Antoinette “Toni”
Franklin and Johnnie Ryce McAlpine
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Kimberlee Thompson, granddaughter of
Elder Anthony and Mrs. Lois Thompson,
began her service as an acolyte on Sunday,
December 9. Ollie Smith and Sarah Ford
train and supervise the acolytes. Ten is the
minimum age for participation.
Congratulations, Kimberlee.

Kimberlee with veteran acolyte Kaylin
Houston.
Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple

Website: www.fpchuntsville.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/fpchuntsville
Twitter:
@TheShipHSV

Photo Credit: Jerita Crummie
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Golden Charmers Enjoy Christmas Lunch
Some wore Christmas sweaters; most wore a touch of red. All came for a good lunch, to play fun games, to
socialize, and to welcome special guests. Clif Canady did major cooking, and Eddgra Fallin directed the
games.

Photo Credit: Eddgra Fallin and Joyce Pettis Temple
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Marks Advent
Advent is the preparation for the coming of Christ at
Christmas. Advent is also the start of the liturgical
calendar. The period begins with the Sunday nearest to
the Feast of St. Andrews the apostle (30 November) and
embraces four Sundays. Thus, the first Sunday of
Advent might begin as early as November 27 or as late
as December 3.
The Advent wreath began in the time of the Protestant
reformer Martin Luther. The wreath, four candles on a
round of evergreens, is shaped in a perfect circle to
symbolize the eternity of God. In some churches, four
purple candles, one for each week in Advent, are used
with one larger white candle in the middle as the Christ
candle. Other churches prefer three purple or blue
candles with one candle being rose or pink, to represent
joy. During each Sunday of the Advent season, we focus
on one of the four virtues Jesus brings us: Hope, Love,
Joy, and Peace. The Christ candle is lit on Christmas Eve
or Christmas Day to remind Christians that Jesus is the
light of the world.
The Hanging of the Greens adorns the sanctuary with
greenery to create a welcoming and beautiful
environment for the coming of Christ. Mrs. Rhonda
Fykes served as director.

Mrs. Rhonda Fykes and daughter Maya perform an
Advent reading during December 2018.

Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple
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Youth Bulletin Board

It takes a village to lead and guide our youth. Thank
you to all the hands of Fellowship in making our
Christmas tree of “Hands”!!!
The Youth Ministry Team
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The Men’s Chorus Provides
Fifth Sunday Worship Music

The Men’s Chorus reunited to provide music for
worship on the fifth Sunday. L-R, members are
Christopher Gaines, Kirk Patrick, Nathaniel Otey,
Thomas McAlpine, Henry Muse, Ted Dixie, Jr.,
and Hugh Holland. In the picture below, a quartet
of the Men’s Chorus sings. Featured guest singer
(third from left) is Kirk Patrick, husband of Arrie
Franklin Patrick. Kirk and Arrie reside in Florida.

Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple

During the Huntsville City Schools Child Nutrition
Program Christmas Luncheon, Bonita Mullins was
recognized as one of the program’s Outstanding
Employees of the Year. Bonita works at the Academy
for Academics and Arts. The award was presented to
Bonita by Henry Ward, the Director of Child Nutrition
Program.
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Fellowship’s Bulletin Boards
Along the Corridor
At Fellowship Presbyterian Church USA, most members
have occasion at one time or another to walk down the
corridor where four bulletin boards are placed on either
side of the bank of windows. The locked, glass-front
bulletin board may not draw your attention although it has
essential information such as the identity of church officers
and session members. However, the other three boards are
almost always riveting. Colorful, creative, relevant to the
liturgical calendar, and cleverly informative are a few
adjectives to describe them.

Board A

Board C

Board C serves various purposes such as depicting
Christian holidays or special days, highlighting
men’s or women’s weekend activities, or individual
members. Both images of Board C below illustrate
spotlighting church members. Board C-l, prepared
by Deidre Davis, highlights her mother Brenda
Davis’ music ministry at Fellowship. C-2 below
recognizes the dedication that occurred during the
December 30 service paying tribute to Toni
Franklin and Johnnie McAlpine.

Two of the boards, Board A, diagonally across from the
resource room (next to the glass-front information board)
and the one at the end of the corridor before reaching the
sanctuary -- Board C -- are designed and maintained by
clerk of session Cheryl Johnson. Cheryl balances the
decorative and informative on Board A. You can find
cards sent to the congregation displayed there, as well as
varying information such as flyers from other churches and
organizations and announcements of Fellowship events.

Board C-1

Board C-2

Board B

The first board to the right of the windows, Board B, set
aside for the youth, is maintained by Diann Bentley.
Pictured above, it celebrates Christ’s birth and depicts an
evergreen tree made of church members’ handprints,
totaling 58 hands. Diann says the idea for the Christmas
tree board originated with Pinterest.

Enjoy the creative impulses of Fellowship members
who design and decorate our bulletin boards, and
let them know how much you appreciate their
labor. The boards are a means of communication
and another way that Fellowship is blessed by the
creativity and labor of its members.

Photo Credit: Cheryl K. Johnson and Joyce Pettis Temple
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FAITH Initiative
Welcomes New Board Members

In order to accomplish its mission, the FAITH Board of
Directors decided to expand the board of directors from
six to nine voting members with one ad hoc nonvoting
member.
At the December meeting the board
unanimously approved Mrs. Gladys Bracy (left), Mr.
Brandon Hampton (middle), and Ms. Cheryl Johnson
(right) as new board members.
Both Gladys and Cheryl bring unique experience in the
history, doctrine, and organization of the Presbyterian
Church, both having served as Clerk of Session at
Fellowship and having held offices in other nonprofit
organizations. Brandon Hampton is a member of the
Huntsville Police Department. He and approximately
twenty other officers will comprise FAITH’s LIT (Life
Inspiration Team) Program, reaching into the community
to educate and communicate with at-risk youngsters.
FAITH welcomes these new members and looks forward
to their invaluable help in enhancing existing programs
and developing new ones.

Sewing with a Purpose

Linda Burruss (Center) and her sewing buddies
gather at Fellowship on the third Saturdays at 10:00
a.m. to make pillowcase dresses for little girls in
Africa. (See them displayed in the exhibit case in the
narthex.) There is something for everyone to do.
Please join them in this worthy endeavor.
Photo Credit: Cheryl K. Johnson

Submitted by Elder Teddy Dixie, Jr.

There may be no better place to be on New Year's
Eve than the church house. Fellowship brought in the
new year with a traditional “Watch Night”
service. Thirty-four members of the Fellowship
community joined to sing hymns, read
litanies, and to testify about God's grace
in our lives. Elder Lauretta Moore
presented the message entitled “Divine
Preparation,” Khrissy Jefferson (left)
performed a liturgical dance, and
service was led by Elder Teddy Dixie.
“Watch Night” began in December 1862 as the
United States of America prepared for the deliverance
of those in slavery to their rightful place as free
people. People gathered together to wait on the
change of the calendar to January 1, 1863, which
would trigger the executive order that freed those held
in bondage in the rebellious states during the Civil
War.
An important part of “Watch Night”
was the time for participants to tell a
story of their personal deliverance
during the past year. One story
featured the reception of a new
kidney and another testimony
featured the long-suffering required
when one is healing from a major
illness. All of these activities served
to remind us that God is forever with
us and that everything gets better
with time. Please remember that
God may be late, but God is always
on time.

Robert
Richardson

Following the service, a delicious New Year’s
breakfast was prepared and served by Tim Smith and
his helpers.
Photo Credit: Elder Teddy Dixie, Jr.

Volume 12 Issue 1

Page 8

Destine’ Brown Experiences Study
Abroad in Australia
Following the challenge of financial
support, the setback of having to use
acquired finances to support summer
courses essential to graduation, and fear
of heights and flight, Fellowship youth
member Destine’ Brown enjoyed her
first flight to Sydney, Australia, as a
participant in a UAH Study Abroad
Program through the School of
Business. After the plane was airborne,
her fears subsided, and she enjoyed the
trip.
As importantly, Destine’ enjoyed the courses that focused
on developing and maintaining businesses in the
international arena, the course presenters, and the class
members with whom she explored the city. The beauty of
the city and the friendliness of its citizens and other tourists
made significant impressions, especially the numerous
Asians wearing NBA gear. The Golden State jersey Destine’
wore invited other NBA-savvy tourists to engage her in
conversation.
Destine’ confesses to having fallen in love with Sidney,
Australia, and to learning important personal lessons. She
learned, she says, that having to rely on herself and not
someone to lead her was liberating. She stepped out of her
‘comfort zone,’ yet she was fine in a foreign country among
strangers. Instead of her previous plan to visit all fifty
states, she now plans to add “exploring the rest of the
world” to her plan.

I Want to Be Better

By Howard Thurman

The concern which I lay bare before God today is
my need to be better:
I want to be better than I am in my most ordinary
day-by-day contacts:
With my friends—
With my family—
With my casual contacts—
With my business relations—
With my associates in work and play.
I want to be better than I am in the responsibilities
that are mine:
I am conscious of many petty resentments.
I am conscious of increasing hostility toward
certain people.
I am conscious of the effort to be pleasing for
effect, not because it is a genuine feeling on my
part.
I am conscious of a tendency to shift to other
shoulders burdens that are clearly my own.
I want to be better in the quality of my religious
experience:
I want to develop an honest and clear prayer life.
I want to develop a sensitiveness to the will of God
in my own life.
I want to develop a charitableness toward my
fellows that is greater even than my most
exaggerated pretensions.
I want to be better than I am.
I lay bare this need and this desire before God in
the quietness of this moment.
Source: “Meditations of the Heart”

Destine’ specifically thanks her cousin Raquel for financing
this invaluable experience and the Evans family’s donation
toward acquiring her passport.

(Note: The essay by Destine’ Brown detailing her entire
experience in Sidney, Australia, may be found on the
Fellowship
Presbyterian
Church
USA
website:
www.fpchuntsville.org. )
Photo Credit: Christopher Gaines

Please email Cheryl Johnson
(cheryljohnson05@comcast.net) with any
changes to your address, email, and/or
telephone number by January 31, 2019.
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What is Session doing?
Session met on Thursday, December 20, 2018, for its
monthly Stated Session Meeting.
Information:
• New officers will be installed and ordained on
Sunday, January 13, 2019.
• Elders, deacons, Clerk of Session, and Reverend
Bentley will be attending the North Alabama
Presbytery Elder Training on January 12, 2019,
or February 2, 2019. Reverend Tom Lovell
(Faith Presbyterian) and Reverend Christie
Ashton (Stated Clerk, North Alabama
Presbytery) will facilitate the training. The
training will cover the theology of the
Presbyterian system of governance (why we do
what we do) and the basic responsibilities of the
Session (what we do), providing a good common
foundation for individual Sessions to ground
their own specific procedures.

Parents, please make sure your child is dressed
appropriately on their scheduled Sunday!

January 6
Parker Ford and Destiny Canady

January 13
Maya Fykes and Miriam Bentley
January 20
Kaylin Houston and Kimberlee Thompson
January 27
Miriam Bentley and Johari Bentley
♦♦ Please wear black pants or skirts/dress on your
scheduled Sunday, and please arrive at least 15 minutes
early ♦♦
If there is a problem with the schedule, please contact
Ollie Smith at 256.527.4147 or Sarah Ford at
256.509.8066 or Diann Bentley at 205-233-2140
Thank you in advance for your participation!
We sincerely appreciate all the youth at Fellowship
Presbyterian Church. Your service to Christ and His
church does not go unnoticed.
Again, thank you,
Ollie Smith, Acolyte Coordinator

“Prosperity from the spiritual
viewpoint does not mean what we get,
but what we produce.”
Sermon: “Cultivating a Fruitful Life”
Date: April 29, 2018

6 ~ Presbyterian Women Poinsettias
13 ~ Pauline Bodiford Family
20 ~ Felix Battle Family
27 ~ Joseph Johnson Family
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1
6
7
7
8

New Year’s Day
Epiphany of the Lord
Worship Ministry Team meets at noon
Human Trafficking Awareness Day
Property and Maintenance Ministry Team meets
at noon
13 Baptism of the Lord
13 Presbyterian Women circle meets at 11:45 a.m.
13 Christian Education Ministry Team meets after
worship
13-16 Food Distribution Prep
16 Food Distribution
18 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins
19 Presbyterian Men meeting at 8:00 a.m.
20 Second Sunday after epiphany
20 Race Relations Day/Racial and
Intercultural Justice Criminal Justice
21 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. birthday
24 Stated Session meeting at 6:00 p.m.
27 Third Sunday after Epiphany
27 Congregational Meeting immediately after
worship

2 Arrie Franklin-Patrick
4 Stefanie Davis
5 Robert Burton
11 Eddgra Fallin
11 W. Charles Watson
11 Alex Overton
12 Stone Grant Anderson
15 Doretha Ross
17 Laura Brown-Anderson
17 Lois Thompson
22 Minnie Moore
23 Robert Wilson
30 John Reed
31 Yvette Evans

3 Lula and Lirse Jones
11 Roxanne and Felix Battle

DIRECTORY OF
SERVICES

Pray for those who
mourn...
Mrs. Alpha Juanita Davis Buford, sister of William
Davis (Brenda) passed on December 9, 2018, in
Anniston, AL. Her Homegoing Service was held on
Saturday, December 22, 2018, at Bethel Missionary
Baptist Church, Anniston AL. Please keep the
Davis and Buford families in your prayers.

Sunday School
9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m.
Choir Rehearsals
Thursday Evening
Adult Bible Study (Wed.)
Noon
6:00 p.m.
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In Memory of
Fellowship’s Members
Antoinette Franklin -2015
Lloyd Gardner – 2015
Felicia A. Gardner – 1999
Pearl Moore - 2006
In Memory of Family and Friends
Edna Simington Hill – 1953
Annie Daniels – 1960
Clinton Porterfield – 1968
Louis Evans, Sr. – 1980
Arthur Kelley, Sr. – 1982
Fred Thompson – 1985
Daniel Braxton – 1986
Eula McMillian-Jones – 1990

Kirbie N. Reeves – 1991
Thessalonia Jones – 1992
Billy Aaron – 1993
Leona Harris – 1996
Robert Dixie – 2006
Evelyn Martin– 2007
Mrs. Willie Middleton
Mrs. Mary Friend-2008

Sick List of
Family and Friends of
Fellowship Members
Benjamin Andrews
Uncle of Yvette Evans

Arzell Dunmore
Sister of Lucille Grayson
Doris Bradford
Sister of Haley Bone
Dorothy Franklin
Mother of Robert Franklin
Lila and Alvin Grayson
Sister-in-law and brother of George Grayson
Gussie Jackson
Mother of Arinize Steele

Fellowship Member Sick List
The Prayer of Faith
James 5:13-16

“ 13

Are any among you suffering? They
should pray. Are any cheerful? They
should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any
among you sick? They should call for the
elders of the church and have them pray
over them, anointing them with oil in the
name of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and
anyone
who
has
committed
sins
will
be
forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.”

Stephen and Michael
Bennett
LeBron Bone
Bill Davis
Richard Evans
Mattie Ford

Gertrude Hicks
James Hicks
Lula Jones
Eulasteen Muse
Dana Smith
Anthony Thompson

Roosevelt Johnson
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Ailean King Peoples
Mother of Kenneth King
Shielda Yvonne Ross
Sister of Thomas Ross
Ann Thomas
Aunt of Yvette Evans
Fannie P. Thompson
Sister of Lois Dade and Eulasteen Muse
Roderick Wall
Nephew of Charles Penn
LaVon White
Son of Doretha and Thomas Ross
Dorleen and James Witchard
Sister and Brother-in-Law of Doretha and
Thomas Ross

3406 Meridian Street
Huntsville, AL 35811

Pauline Bodiford

Mary Mitchell

Joyce Pettis Temple

from the HAND of Fellowship
newsletter team
Gertrude and James
Hicks

Cheryl K. Johnson

