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Celebrate the Gifts of Women, March 2021
Theme: Women on a Mission: Changing Our
Communities Through Matthew 25 Vision

Fellowship Presbyterian
Church USA
Our Purpose

Fellowship is called by God and
empowered by the Holy Spirit to make
disciples by REACHing, GROWing, and
SENDing people with Christ to do
justice, to live mercy, and to walk
humbly with God.

Our Motto

The loving place that is Reaching,
Growing, and Sending people with
Christ.

Fellowship PW celebrated annual women’s weekend activities
Friday, March 5 – Sunday, March 7, culminating with
worship. Activities were organized and overseen by the
Women’s Concerns Committee (WCC) chaired by Sarah Ford
with members Diann Bentley, Cheryl K. Johnson, Jannie
Jones, Evelyn S. Rich, Doretha Ross, and Joyce Pettis
Temple.
Friday: Drive-Thru Lunch Pickup
The Friday afternoon activity was
preparation for Saturday. Observing
pandemic precautions, the PW held
a drive-thru at the church to pick up
prepared bags containing a cold
lunch, tips for more effectively
using Zoom, bookmarks, and gift
prizes for Saturday’s games (if the
women were lucky).
A drive-thru activity sounds dryly mundane, but this one was
upbeat and cheerful. Caterer Tim Smith, on hand with freshly
(Continued on page 2)
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prepared lunch boxes, led the jovial greetings as each
woman stopped her vehicle under the portico. Sarah,
Diann, and Jannie delivered them to the smiling
driver. Picking up lunch became a joyous precursor to
Saturday’s celebration.
Saturday: Bible Study and Program via Zoom
First, a stunning statistic: Fifty women—Fellowship
PW and a few guests—were on Zoom for Bible
Study, featuring a guest teacher to celebrate women
engaged in Christian labor and spiritual camaraderie.
The WCC typically chooses the weekend theme with
guidance from PC USA and the sample worship
service printed in Horizons magazine. The suggested
focus in 2021 aligned well with Fellowship’s
designation as a Matthew 25 church. Thus, the theme
reflects women of the church living out the directives
of Matthew 25: 36-37; 41.
After greetings, Lighting of the
Christ Candle, prayer, and a
litany, Bible Study began. It
was wonderfully facilitated by
Sharon Ford, daughter of Sarah
and Calvin Ford and
Fellowship’s daughter as well.
Having lived in numerous cities
and in Tokyo, Japan, Sharon (now residing in
Chicago) was in Huntsville to teach “Creation
Laments,” the seventh lesson in the women’s study
guide. Sharon conveyed her engagement with God’s
unrivaled creation through photographs, invited other
women to talk about creation, and then discussed the
values of lamenting how humans have often destroyed
natural resources and man-made cities.
A video to communicate the theme was shown as the
second part of the Saturday morning program. The
video highlighted PW working in the Fellowship Food
Distribution program; participating in Huntsville
community potato drops; serving the residents of
Madison Manor nursing home; creating Dresses for
Haiti; and through the FAITH Initiative, serving the
students, staff, and faculty of MLK, Jr. Elementary
School; high school students through the scholarship
program; and teaching older adults to use new
technology via classes on the Kindle tablet. The video
leaves no doubt that small numbers are not a deterrent
to Christian vision and service to the least of these!
Diann Bentley, Cheryl K. Johnson, Mary Mitchell,
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and Joyce Pettis Temple worked on the video’s
concept and execution.*
(See awarding of Lifetime PW Membership in
companion article.)
The next best thing to enjoying the camaraderie and
fun of in-person dining and playing games together
after lunch is to do these things separately while
smiling at each other on a computer screen. That’s
what the women of Fellowship did in the last part of
their Celebrate the Gifts of Women activity on
Saturday, and by all accounts, they had a lot of fun.
Cheryl Johnson prepared the games on slides to
facilitate the playing, and the games that had
winners’ prizes had been predetermined by prize
master Sarah Ford. What a fun ending to a delightful
two hours program! Fellowship women are to be
congratulated for their Zoom participation
In addition to the WCC,
Linda Burruss shephered
the program from
beginning to conclusion as
Mistress of Ceremony;
Rhonda Fykes and Diann
Bentley were Zoom hosts;
Rhonda Fykes, PW Technical advisor, used her
technical expertise for the PW Zoom meeting,
seamlessly incorporating music videos and slide
presentations. Margaret Jackson carried out her
duties as chaplain; Debra Buie is circle chairperson.
Mary Mitchell is moderator of Fellowship
Presbyterian women.

*The corridor bulletin board, prepared by Cheryl K.
Johnson, features photographs from the women’s
Saturday program video.
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PW Honorary Life Memberships
Awarded
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With the church closed because of the pandemic, the
awardees and Moderator Mitchell were videotaped when
she presented the certificates. The film was shown during
the Saturday Zoom event and during worship service on
Sunday, March 7.

Moderator Mary Mitchell presented honorary
memberships to Joyce Pettis Temple and Cheryl
Johnson in recognition of their exemplary service to
Fellowship Presbyterian Church and the women’s
organization.
Cheryl K. Johnson, elder (inactive) and daughter of
Joseph and Dorothy Johnson, was baptized and grew
up in Fellowship. Cheryl currently serves as clerk of
session. Her past tasks include, but are not limited to,
Senior High Youth Director for about fifteen years and
chairperson of the Stewardship, Finance, and
Administration Team. She is currently a bulletin board
coordinator as well as layout and design specialist for
the church newsletter, weekly church bulletins, and in
years when an honors program was held for the youth,
she was layout and design expert for their program
booklets.
Cheryl is a board member for the Vine Pastoral
Counseling Center and the Faith Initiative, both 501c3
service organizations. As a life member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, and a charter
member of Rho Chi Omega Chapter, she has held
several officer positions, including president for four
terms, and received several awards in her chapter, both
locally and regionally.

Dr. Joyce Pettis Temple concluded service as
Moderator of PW Fellowship, 2018-2020, and serves
in numerous other capacities, including HAND
newsletter editor, writer, and photographer; board
member, secretary, and scholarship coordinator with
the FAITH Initiative; alto in the church choir; and
horticulturist for the church plants.
As elder and convener of the Witness and Service
Ministry Team, Elder (inactive) Pettis Temple brought
the food distribution program to fruition and oversaw
it for six years. She has served in numerous other
capacities in the church. Currently, she is moderator of
women, North Alabama Presbytery, 2020-2022.

Doug Marshall, president and CEO, presents Bettye
Dixie, retiring member of the board of trustees, a
Certificate of Appreciation for her service to the
Presbyterian Home for Children, Talladega, Alabama.
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down.” Some women work daily, armed only with
persistence, but they provide protection for families
and communities. Women’s awareness is sometimes
just “God calling them to action.” In conclusion,
Elder Elona emphasized “repair, rebuild, restore.”
When God calls us to serve, she said, be prepared to
build. Jesus came to give these gifts to us. She ended
by thanking God for sisters in faith.

Sunday Worship Service:
Celebrate the Gifts of Women
Since the third Sunday in March 2020, the congregation
of Fellowship Presbyterian Church has gone to church
via YouTube. Women’s Day 2021 was no different; it
was videotaped for YouTube. Nevertheless, the
Women’s Concerns Committee (WCC) was attentive
and detailed. It wanted a service that reflected in-person
worship, especially on Women’s Day. The committee’s
efforts undoubtedly gave editing expert Kyle Fallin
additional work, but he rose to the challenge, including
videotaping the guest speaker.
Knowing that the desired speaker might have a full
calendar, Chairperson Sarah Ford had quickly scheduled
Elder Elona Street-Stewart, Co-Moderator of the 224th
General Assembly, as the Women’s Day speaker.

Elder Elona (pictured above) wove a powerful narrative
of women carrying gifts, tradition, building structures
up, and letting their light shine. Focusing on biblical
women, she referenced Old Testament figures who
sacrificed to share courage, energy, imagination, and
love. She emphasized Shallum’s daughters, who saw a
need and addressed it by helping rebuild Jerusalem’s
wall. When opposition made Nehemiah order workers to
carry weapons while working, Elder Elona theorized that
the women also carried them. She drew parallels
between opposition to Jerusalem’s wall and the
opposition women face today when they work to address
wrongs and to rebuild systems that limit or shut out.
“We honor women who fearlessly shed light . . . . [and
carry out] their gospel mission,” she said. “We live with
all kinds of walls that build us up as well as tear us

The virtual music, edited and engineered by Director
of Music Dennis Baptiste, was a vital element of
worship. Director of Music Emerita Brenda Davis
began worship with an organ prelude of “The Church
of Christ in Every Age.” Elder Lauretta Moore sang
the hymn “At the Cross.” The Women’s Day Virtual
Choir, consisting of nine singers, produced sweet
harmony on “Total Praise,” and “Go with God.”
The pandemic has altered life as the congregation
previously knew it, but the experience has also
caused us to stretch ourselves as we’ve adapted and
found alternatives to worshipping together.
Fellowship women have been nimble in their
inventiveness. The success of women’s weekend via
Zoom and worship on YouTube proves it!
Photo credit: Joyce Pettis Temple
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Friday: Drive-Thru Lunch Pickup

Photo credit: Joyce Pettis Temple

Saturday:
Bible Study
and
Program via
Zoom
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Sunday Worship Service: Celebrate the Gifts of Women

Credits for the photos: Linda Burruss, Joyce Pettis Temple, Mary Mitchell, Diann Bentley, and Rhonda Fykes

The Power of Touch
By Robert Richardson

Mrs. Mitchell,
Thank you so much for inviting me to lead the circle
lesson for this year’s Women’s Day Celebration! It
was indeed my pleasure! In preparing the lesson,
Creation Laments, I was reminded of the beauty God
created and how mankind’s decisions affect us all,
even nature. What a responsibility we have!
To the Great Women of Fellowship, please thank
them for their kind gift! Moreover, thank you for
your personal gift and for always remembering to
include me in Fellowship events! It makes me feel
special and loved!
Your “Partner” in Christ,
Sharon Ford

For those attending Watch Night Service at
Fellowship on December 2019, you may
remember the heart wrenching testimony of
Robert Richardson as he told of his illness in
2018. His just-released book, The Power of
Touch, details his life and those who touched him
along the way. It is powerful!
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The March newsletter
highlighted young
Fellowship women making
an impact in today’s
community. These are
additional young women,
former and current members
of Fellowship, impacting
future generations as well as those listed in
the March newsletter in recognition of
Women History’s Month.
Ingrid Burton
Tiffany Cal Altman, DVM
Yolanda Cal, PhD
Diedre Davis
Stefanie Davis
Carmen Jackson Elston
Cheryl K. Johnson
Kanika McAlpine Singleton

The following members/past members were
not listed in the February 2021 Newsletter
article saluting Fellowship’s Educators:

*Jack Anthony
*Reverend Ezekiel Bell
*Eltie Bell
Linda Burruss
Dr. Yolanda Cal
Gloria Evans
*Jonathan Ford
Deborah Gardner
Henry Muse
Nolia Newsom
Reverend Ernest Newsom
Thomas Ross
*Deceased
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Cross made in the 1970s by Dr. Theo Weir. Personal
collection of Barbara Anthony.

Flowering the Cross
By Barbara Anthony

This time of year reminds me of days past in the history of
Fellowship. We were between pastors in the 70s, leading
up to the week of Easter. Along with Connie Dees and
some other members, we decided to plan a daily 12 noon
worship service emphasizing what happened to Jesus on
His way to the Cross. It was a time when we were without
a minister, and many of us did all we could (by prayer and
works) to keep the spiritual phase of Fellowship
meaningful to its members.
During the five-day noontime service, appropriate hymns
were sung as well as related scriptures read. A speaker
was chosen to speak to the scripture for the day for about
ten minutes. I remember Jeanette Scissum and Connie
Dees were two of the speakers. There were also guest
soloists, one of whom was from my class at AAMU. None
of us knew that when Ron volunteered to sing, he really
could sing--like Jim Nabors!!! In fact, he had to share his
beautiful tenor voice several times during that week. Most
of the participants in this very devout thirty-minute service
were from my AAMU classes along with only a few
members of Fellowship who, understandably, were at
work in another area of the city. However, even today,
my student from Bermuda has recently spoken of that
particular experience and the meaningfulness of the daily
worship experience leading up to Easter.
Another feature of the worship was that after hymns,
prayer, scripture, and the Word, each of us adorned the
cross, made of chicken wire by Elder Norman Fletcher,
with a beautiful white lily that symbolized the aim of our
lives as Christians, which was to beautify the ugly symbol
of Christ's crucifixion on the cross with our good deeds of
service. Thus, the first "Flowering the Cross" was
observed at Fellowship in the old church in the 70s. It was
a very solemn, spirit-filled occasion.
(Continued on page 8)
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Congratulations to the
Baptiste Family

Years of Service Recognized
and Honored

Gloria Evans

Eulasteen Muse

Ava Marie
March 10, 2021
11:05 p.m. | 7 lbs. 23 oz |20.5 in

Proud Parents
Angela and Dennis Baptiste, Jr.
and Big Brother Alex

Evelyn Rich

Along with members from Alabama,
Mississippi, and Tennessee, the ladies
were also honored at the Regional Level
during a special, virtual program. The
honorees received many gifts made of
pearls or adorned with pearls, including
a tiara, a string of pearls, and a beautiful
certificate framed in pearls.
Kimberly Evans, daughter of Gloria
Evans, was honored as a “Silver Star”
for twenty-five years of service.

(Flowering the Cross continued from page 7)

Another recent incident that propelled this
memory was the death of Dr. Theo Weir, a
faculty member at AAMU who, although not
a member of Fellowship, willingly and
graciously constructed and stained the twelve
-inch-high crosses
that each participant
received on the last day—Good Friday—of
the week-long service. I treasure it even
more as I recall his generosity of time and
effort without remuneration, especially since
he joined the great cloud of witnesses a few
weeks ago. Rest in peace, Dr. Weir.

Recently, Gloria Bolton Evans,
Eulasteen Pulley Muse, and Evelyn
Streeter Rich, were honored by Epsilon
Gamma Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated®, at
the Founders’ Day Program. They were
recognized for the distinction “Pearl
Sorors.” This honor is a new
designation created by the Directorate,
or governing body of the organization,
to honor members who have given 65 or
more years of service to the sorority.

Kimberly Evans (R)

Kyler Evans

In fact, the Evans AKAs have recently
welcomed Kyler Grace Evans,
granddaughter of Gloria Evans and
daughter of Yvette and Christopher
Evans, as the family's newest AKA
member. Kyler attends Tennessee State
University in Nashville.
Fannie Pulley Thompson, sister of
Eulasteen Muse, was honored as a
DIAMOND Soror for seventy-five
years of continuous service.
Congratulations to these members and
friends, respectively, of Fellowship
Presbyterian Church.

I still have and cherish my cross. Are there
others who still have theirs?

Fannie Thompson
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A Veterans Story:
“Halt in the Name of the Law”
Dr. James Hicks
By Elder Thomas Ross

At 5’11’’ tall, he stood at a perpetual state of
attention. With the venerable M1911, .45 caliber
pistol snugly fitting to one hip and nightstick on the
other, he appeared the epitome of the U.S. Army’s
Korean War era Military Policeman (MP). This was
the man we know today as Fellowship Presbyterian
Church’s own Dr. James Hicks.

Born and reared in
Bainbridge, Georgia, James
Hicks was drafted into the
army in 1953 after
graduation from college. He
served for two years. Hicks
completed basic and
Military Police training at
Ft. Gordon in Augusta,
Georgia. From there he was sent to Ft. Eustis in
Newport News, Virginia. Serving in an army that
had only been integrated officially for six years and,
more practically, on the battlefields of the ongoing
Korean War, Hicks recalls: “In my experience and
personal observations, there was not a problem with a
Black MP correcting a White soldier, nor was there a
problem with White soldiers standing correction.”
Stationed close to
Washington D.C., military
“spit and polish” was a
priority. This fact was
especially true for MPs.
Hicks recalls, “My unit was
often assigned VIP escort
duty. I frequently found
myself escorting
congressional delegations, foreign dignitaries and
U.S. cabinet officials, and their entourages.”
Ironically, the job description of a military policeman
does not make for a seamless transition into civilian
law enforcement. The differences are wide enough
that applications of MPs leaving active duty and
desiring work as a civilian policeman are carefully
scrutinized. But as Hicks found out, doing good
work while maintaining a professional demeanor in a
high visibility environment, helped to mitigate the
difficulties of transition. “During my two years at Ft.
Eustis,” Hicks says, “I performed a lot of
coordination work with the civilian police in Newport
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News and the surrounding area. I met a number of
people with varying degrees of influence in the police
departments. When time came for my discharge, even
though I was just a Private First Class, I received a
number of invitations to join the civilian force. I was
really being pursued, but when I left the service, I
wanted to go home.”
After leaving the military, James Hicks made use of
his BS degree in Elementary Education from Albany
State College, Albany, Georgia, by becoming a
teacher of educable problem children in the
Thomasville City School System, Thomasville,
Georgia. He continued his formal education by
earning a Master of Science degree in Mental
Retardation and Educational Psychology from Indiana
University in Bloomington. He enjoyed brief tenure
as assistant professor of education and acting
chairperson of the Department of Psychology at his
beloved alma mater, Albany State College. Jim
earned the Doctorate of Education degree in Special
Education Administration and Supervision, Mental
Retardation and Behavior Modification from the
University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas.
Dr. Hicks has provided outstanding years of service at
Alabama A&M University as Chairman, Department
of Special Education; Director, Upward Bound
Program; Dean, School of Education; Interim Vice
President for Academic Affairs; Interim Associate
Provost for Academic Affairs and Dean of Instruction;
and Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs.
Dr. Hicks has affiliated with numerous civic and
educational organizations, too many to name here, but
include Huntsville Rehabilitation Foundation Board
of Directors; Huntsville Board of Education Citizens
Advisory Committee; Advisory Council of Bryce
State Hospital, Tuscaloosa, Alabama; Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc.; Phi Delta Kappa Education Honor
Society; Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity; Alabama Education
Association; and President, Board of Directors,
Presbyterian Apartments, Huntsville.
Dr. Hicks is a longtime member of
Fellowship Presbyterian Church
where he has served in numerous
positions including elder. He is
married to the former Gertrude
Williams and is the father of two
children—Michael Anthony and
Yvonne Michele—and two
grandchildren, Xavier James and
Alexis.
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What is Session doing?
Session held its Stated Session meeting on Thursday,
March 25, 2021, via Zoom video conferencing.
Approved:
• The donation to the Habitat for Humanity of
Madison County.
• Putting heaters on the pipes.
Information:
 Revival services will be September 27 - 29, 2021,
at 7:00 p.m. nightly.
 61st Church Anniversary Celebration will be
Sunday, November 14, 2021. Guest minister will
be Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson II, Stated Clerk
of the General Assembly, Presbyterian Church
USA.
 Pastor’s Evaluation Team members are Elders
Eddgra Fallin (chair), Kenneth King, Thomas Ross;
Deacons Lamar Braxton, Gordon Fykes, Doretha
Ross; Trustee Frances Harris; At-large church
members: Shirley Brown, Bettye Dixie, Jane Ford.
 The second quarter care packages were mailed the
week of March 15, 2021. It included the These
Days or Daily Bread meditation books, information
on the PCUSA Special Offering - One Great Hour
of Sharing, and letter from Reverend Bentley.

Traditionally, the fourth Friday in February marks the
selection of young high school women in North
Alabama. They gather at the Von Braun Civic Center in
Huntsville to be presented as debutantes by Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® Epsilon Gamma
Omega Chapter.
Young women are awarded scholarships to continue
their education. However, this year the pandemic forced
the chapter members to move the scholarship program
to a virtual platform.

On March 6, 2021, the program, entitled “Resilience in
a Time of Change in a Virtual World,” celebrated the
hard work and accomplishments of 14 young women
who are currently seniors in high schools across North
Alabama.
During this virtual program, Destiny Canady was
awarded a book stipend in the amount of $1,000.
Destiny attends James Clemens High School. She plans
to pursue a degree in nursing at Samford University in
Birmingham, Alabama.
Source: The Valley Weekly, March 26, 2021, Vol. 7, No. 29
Photo Credit: Charlotte Canady-Slater

Website:
www.fpchuntsville.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/fpchuntsville
Twitter:
@TheShipHSV
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April 4, 2021 One Great Hour of Sharing
Offering received on Easter Sunday.
Pentecost Offering to be received on May 23,
2021.

Due to current coronavirus pandemic and the CDC’s
stay home guidance, church activities are suspended.
1– Maundy Thursday
2 – Good Friday
4 – Resurrection of the Lord/Easter
4 - One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering
7– Holy Remembrance Day
8 - International Roma Day
17 - International Day of Farmers Struggles
18-21 –Food Distribution Prep
21– Food Distribution
22– Session meets at 6:00 p.m. virtually
22 - Earth Day
24 - American Genocide Remembrance Day
25 - Presbyterian Women Virtual Bible Study at 1:00
p.m.

4 Yolanda Jones
4 Anthony (PJ) Thompson
8 Mary Peagler
8 Ryan Gordon
8 Kimily H. Johnson
8 Jonathan Ford, Jr.
18 Sierra Ford
22 Jerita J. Crummie
23 Erica Temple
23 Kingston Pierre
24 Frances Harris
24 Leyanda Jones
25 Veral Hill
26 James H. Hicks
26 William Bradford, Jr.

[Referencing the Roman officials who crucified
Jesus]

“They messed up because they didn’t nail his mouth
shut. . . . He speaks words of life from the cross.
‘Forgive them Father for they know not what they
do.’ . . . Forgiveness allows us to confirm that God
is still God. . . Jesus maintains focus on God . . . to
stay focused on God even when your tormentors are
right at your feet.”

Join us on Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
by calling
602-580-9484 Access code: 4070465#

“First Word”
The Last Words: A Good Friday Service
(Zoom Webinar)

April 2, 2021
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Fellowship Member Sick List
The Prayer of Faith
James 5:13-16

“ 13

Sick List of
Family and Friends of
Fellowship Members
Benjamin Andrews
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Doris Bradford
Sister of Haley Bone
Polly Brown
Cousin of Gloria Evans
Dr. Jimmie Cal (former member)

Address: Dr. and Mrs. Jimmie Cal, 8907 Register Ridge.
Montgomery, AL 36117 (334) 272-1194)

Deaunna Campbel
Daughter of Beverly and Henry Warren
Dorothy Franklin
Mother of Robert Franklin

Are any among you suffering? They
should pray. Are any cheerful? They
should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any
among you sick? They should call for the
elders of the church and have them pray
over them, anointing them with oil in the
name of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise
them up; and anyone who has committed
sins will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one
another, and pray for one another, so that you may be
healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and
effective.”

Michael Bennett
Lebron Bone
Clif Canady
Bill Davis
Dr. Theodore Dixie, Sr.
Frances Harris
Dr. James Hicks

Eulasteen Muse
Charles Penn
Evelyn Rich
Dana Smith
Arinzie Steele

Alvin Grayson
Brother of George Grayson
LaChauna Headen
Daughter of Beverly and Henry Warren
Gussie Jackson
Mother of Arinize Steele
Roosevelt Johnson
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Mitchell Pearl Purdy
Cousin of Gloria Evans
Shielda Yvonne Ross
Sister of Thomas Ross
Ann Thomas
Aunt of Yvette Evans
Fannie P. Thompson
Sister of Lois Dade and Eulasteen Muse
Roderick Wall
Nephew of Charles Penn

Fellowship Members
Russell G. Brown- 2010
Annie Belle Fletcher - 2010
Patricia Ofori 2011
Clara Bryant 2016
Pastor Emeritus John Loritts Herndon III -2020
Dr. Richard Evans - 2020

