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Preparation For Food Distribution

The third week of each month Mrs. Dorothy Johnson can always be found at Fellowship at various times
organizing, preparing, and supervising boxes for food distribution. In case you didn’t know, she meticulously
counts every item to be distributed. The program is a Witness and Service Ministry Team effort. Elder Jackie
Bennett, the team convenor, tells the volunteers they need to follow the guidance of Mrs. Johnson.
Numerous volunteers, including several who are not Fellowship members, assist during the three-day process
involved in food distribution. In July, Mrs. Johnson accepted the help of three “little people” who volunteered
their service: Alexandra Marsh and Amaryce and Don Mitchell.
Photo Credit: Yvonne Jones
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Staff
Reverend Gregory Jerome Bentley
Pastor

Mrs. Brenda Davis

Director of Music Ministry

Ms. Darlene Richardson

Youth and Children’s Choir Director

Mr. Shaquille Sledge

Pianist, Youth/Children’s Choir and
Praise Team Director

Vacant

Inspirational Choir Director

Mr. Ryan Felton
Percussionist

Mrs. Yvonne Jones

7 - Worship Ministry Team meets at noon
8 - Property & Maintenance Ministry Team meets at noon
13 - Christian Education Ministry Team meets at 9:15 a.m.
13 - Food distribution preparation
14 - Food distribution preparation
15 - Food distribution preparation
16 - Food distribution preparation and distribution
19 - Presbyterian Men meeting at 8:00 a.m.
24 -Session Meeting at 6:00 p.m.

Secretary

Mr. Theodus Friend
Sexton

Church Office Hours
9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Directory of Services
Early Morning Service
Sunday Breakfast
Sunday School
Sunday Worship
Choir Rehearsals
Inspirational (Tues.)
Chancel (Tues.)
Praise Team (Wed.)
Adult Bible Study (Wed.)
Prayer Service (Wed.)
Youth and Children (Thurs.)
Bible Study
Children’s Choir Rehearsal
Youth Choir Rehearsal

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Noon
5:30 p.m.

Fellowship Presbyterian Church
Our Purpose
Fellowship is called by God and empowered by the Holy
Spirit to make disciples by REACHing, GROWing, and
SENDing people with Christ to do justice, to live mercy,
and to walk humbly with God.
Our Motto
The loving place that is Reaching, Growing, and Sending
people with Christ.

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Newsletter Team

Dr. Barbara Anthony
Mrs. Pauline Bodiford
Mrs. Gladys P. Bracy
Ms. Cheryl K. Johnson
Mrs. Mary E. Mitchell
Dr. Joyce Pettis Temple
Mrs. Lois N. Thompson
Photographers
Mrs. Gertrude Hicks
Dr. James Hicks
Mr. Christopher Gaines

Follow us on Social Media:
Website: www.fpchuntsville.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/fpchuntsville
Twitter: @TheShipHSV
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Sometimes it takes living a little while to realize the
values and lessons that our parents and elders were
trying to teach us.
Reverend Gregory J. Bentley

Transmitting Our Faith
I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice
and now, I am sure, lives in you. 2 Timothy 1:5

My fervent hope and prayer is that we will be just as
dutiful and diligent in the present age in guiding and
grounding our children in the life of the Spirit as well
as the life of the mind.
In His Service,
Reverend Gregory J. Bentley

At the Prayer Breakfast of the 59th National Convention
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference held in
Memphis, Tennessee, I had the
distinct pleasure and privilege to sit
next to Marian Wright Edelman (left),
president and founder of the
Children’s Defense Fund. Ms.
Edelman is one of my sheroes, and I
was honeymoon happy to be in her
company. While we were conversing,
I thanked her for her decades of
sacrifice and service on behalf of our
people, especially our children, and
she responded, “Don’t thank me, help
me!” We shared a laugh, and I told
her that we are looking at starting another Freedom
School here in Huntsville (Village of Promise already has
one up and running).
I also shared with her a story she has told numerous times
that continues to inspire me and constantly reminds me of
the importance of being spiritually grounded.
She tells the story of when she arrived at Spelman as a
freshman, and chapel attendance was mandatory. She had
been in church all her life—Sunday School and worship
service Sunday, BTU (Baptist Training Union), etc.—so
she rebelled; she protested against
being forced to go to chapel every
week, but the college officials
would not budge one inch.
Eventually, mandatory chapel was
done away with after she left
Spelman, but thirty years after she
graduated, and she was now chair of
the Spelman board of trustees, guess
what she did? She brought back
mandatory chapel!

Saxophonist and recording artist, Ernest (Saxman)
Newsom will celebrate the release of his latest CD
entitled Family Expressions, which is a nine-track vocal
and instrumental, original jazz and blues arrangement by
the composer, Newsom. This is his fourth CD within the
seven years of his professional musical career. The
celebration will take place August 19 at the Journey
Pointe Church, 1267 Middle Tennessee Blvd.,
Murfreesboro, Tennessee at 6:00 p.m. The public is
invited, and there is no cover charge. Refreshments will
be served, and his CD will be available for purchase and
autographing. For more information, 615.893.6219 or
email ernburn&6@hotmail.com
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Solomon Sigmon:
Up and Coming Young Musician

Children’s Church News

By Eddgra Fallin

The Children’s Church happily welcomed back
Anthony Thompson, following his illness and
recuperation.

On Sunday, July 2, Solomon Sigmon played
“Amazing Grace” on clarinet as the song of
meditation, following the pastor’s prayer. The
congregation’s warm applause signaled both their
enjoyment and appreciation of Solomon’s talent.
Solomon had recently returned from his selection in
June 2017 to the Middle School Honors
Performance Series and his performance in the
Honors Junior Band at Carnegie Hall.

On the second Sunday in July, the visiting
grandchildren of Mary Mitchell, Eddgra Fallin, and
Lois Thompson contributed to a grand class
experience. Carolyn Jackson was the teacher.

When asked about how he felt when he first began
playing the clarinet and how he feels now after
experiencing major success in a short period of time,
Solomon had this to say: “When I first started, I
was kind of frustrated, happy, and excited all at the
same time. Then I started liking the clarinet because
I picked it up quickly. Now I really like it because I
can play a lot of pieces, and it’s really fun.” He
taught himself to play "Amazing Grace" for the July
2 worship service.
This fall Solomon will be a student in the music
department at the Alabama School of Fine Arts in
Birmingham.
He’s looking forward to the
experience, he says, because music and the clarinet
will be central rather than peripheral to his studies,
and he will have ample practice time as part of his
scheduled school day. Solomon looks forward to
becoming even better at playing the instrument he
has come to love.
Solomon is the grandson of Fellowship Presbyterian
Church member Shirley Brown.
Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple
Photo Credit: Eddgra Fallin

Photo Credit: Rhoda Pickett
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Standing: (L-R) Sarah Ford, Joyce Pettis Temple, Gladys Bracy,
Reverend Melissa Bane Sevier. Seated: Minnie Moore, Barbara
Anthony, Bettye Dixie

Fellowship Women and the Pastor Involved
in Recent Conference
The annual Alabama/Mississippi Women's Conference,
known as "AL/ MS" and sponsored by the Presbyterian
Women (PW) of Alabama and Mississippi, met July 1921 in Huntsville. For the second time in five years,
spacious Covenant Presbyterian Church was the meeting
site. The purpose of the conference, highlighting the
forthcoming Bible study for PW, always attracts a large
group of women. For 2017-2018, the study is titled
Cloud of Witnesses: The Community of Christ in
Hebrews.
The author of the study, Reverend Dr.
Melissa Bane Sevier, was featured speaker in three
workshop sessions at the conference.
Chocked full of workshops and activities, the three-day
event kept women who came from five presbyteries in
Alabama and Mississippi busy all day.
Fellowship’s own Sarah Ford (left)
bore major responsibility for the
conference
as
its
director.
However, she had plenty of
assistance from other FPC
members. The planning team, for
example,
consisted of
Sarah,
Bettye Dixie, Cheryl Johnson, and
Gladys Bracy. Gladys also served
as the treasurer and registrar of the
conference. Cheryl Johnson also
pulled double duty by designing
and preparing the program
booklet.
Brenda Davis (right)
served as the music director,
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which included playing piano for and directing the
conference choir at the worship service on the last day.
Additionally, Brenda directed the Singing Pearls of
Epsilon Gamma Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. on Thursday evening. Fellowship
women who sang with the Pearls were Gloria Evans,
Yvette Evans, Diedre Davis, and Stefanie Davis.
Other Fellowship participants included Shemika
Stinnett (mother of Parker Ford), who also had double
duty as the technical respondent as well as facilitator
for three create-andtake-home workshops
on projects that could
be useful for one’s
church
activities;
Joyce Pettis Temple
(right) who facilitated
two workshops on
floral arranging; and
Reverend
Gregory
Bentley, who conducted three workshops on an
effective method for multiplying disciples.
Fellowship women who attended the services and
workshops included Barbara Anthony,
Minnie
Moore, Evelyn Rich, and moderator of FPC women,
Haley Bone. Carolyn Jackson attended, and the
Jacksons’ RiahRose nonprofit was one of two financial
beneficiaries of the Friday morning worship offering.
(The National Advocacy Center for Children was the
second beneficiary.) Gloria Evans registered, but was
unable to attend to attend the conference.
Tim Smith and his staff provided dining for the
conference, and Fellowship’s bus, navigated by Ted
Dixie, Jr. and Nathaniel Jackson, ferried the
participants who needed transport between venues.
Kudos to Sarah Ford and all of the Fellowship women
and men who made the AL/MS Women’s Conference
a signature summer event for all attendees.

Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple
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Celebrating National
Grandparents’ Day

“Getting involved in the lives of those left for
dead is risky. . . God is calling us to make an
investment in people, not things.”
Sermon: “Closing the Loophole”
July 10, 2016

The annual benefit luncheon for RiahRose Home for
Children, Inc. will be on September 10, 2017, 1:20 p.m., at
Early Works Children’s Museum. Reverend and Mrs.
Noonbay Malone of Freeman and Battle Barbershop and
Mrs. Gwenda Guerin, employee of Huntsville Hospital,
are the honorees this year.
RiahRose Home for Children, Inc., is a 501(c)3
organization dedicated to providing a safe, drug and
violence-free environment for young women and their
families.
Tickets for the luncheon are $35.00 for adults and $15.00
for ages five through ten. See Carolyn Jackson or Bettye
Dixie for purchase.

How the Fellowship Garden Grows

Congratulations Kathy Obgu!
Kathy completed a Bachelor of Psychology
Degree at Troy State University.

Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple
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That Time of Year Again
Fellowship’s Bylaws state that in
August the Nominating Committee
shall meet to begin the deliberation
for selecting new officers. During
past years, Elder Robert Wilson,
past Vice-Moderator of the PCUSA
General Assembly and a member of
Fellowship, offered some wisdom
on the selection process and on the preparation and
dedication required of officers. Although it is the
responsibility of the session to train new officers,
perhaps it is time for a change in how we train.
Training is ongoing, and perhaps a quarterly meeting
of Fellowship elders who wish to participate in general
discussion may be warranted.
The 2017 Officer Nominating Team members are
Elders Jacquelyne Bennett and George Grayson,
Deacon Diann Bentley, and, representing the
congregation, Mr. Henry Muse and Mrs. Lois
Thompson.
For those who are not aware, the PCUSA website also
offers invaluable guidance and training for church
leaders. The following article is provided as we move
into the process of selecting officers.

Regarding ruling elders:
Ruling elder preparation
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Office of the General Assembly
Reverend Dr. Rhonda Myers

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) holds
fast to a representative form of
government where ruling elders and
teaching elders are elected to ordered
ministry and share in ecclesial
authority as, together, we seek to
discern and represent the will of Christ in and through
faithful service. To this end, "congregations should
elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, having
demonstrated skills in leadership and being
compassionate in spirit" (Book of Order, G-2.0301).
Once a new class of ruling elders is elected by a
congregation, the session is called upon to prepare
these new leaders for service in the church. The
responsibility for this time of study and preparation is
sometimes delegated to a staff member, such as the
pastor. But it is a responsibility of the session, acting
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as a whole, to prepare newly elected ruling elders for
active participation in the leadership of the church.
This training may include a review of:
Biblical highlights of strong, courageous leaders
(consider: Moses, David, Esther, Paul, Peter, etc.);
Presbyterian polity and doctrine, including "The
Marks of the Church" (F-1.0302), the "Notes of the
Reformed Church" (F-1.0303), The Great Ends of the
Church (F-1.0304), and the constitutional questions
asked of ruling elders at their Installation (W-4.4003);
An inventory of spiritual gifts and talents; The duties
and procedures of ministry, both in general and within
a given context; The intersection of life and faith, as it
pertains to church leadership.
After a time of study is completed, it is expected that
the session will examine new leaders as to their
readiness for service (G-2.0402). This examination is
not intended to be harsh or punitive, but to serve
instead as a mutual discussion about the church, its
mission, and leadership. All this is done in a spirit of
peace and for the sake of a nurtured and healthy
community of faith. “Teaching elders shall be
committed in all their work to equipping the people of
God for their ministry and witness” (F-3.0202). This
examination might include questions about the
candidate's:
Personal faith and spiritual maturity; Commitment to
Christ and the Church; Willingness to serve; Openness
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit in becoming "a
community of faith, hope, love, and witness" (G3.0201); Desire to work for peace in the face of
change, and to seek unity in the midst of diversity;
Knowledge of the Constitution of the church
(doctrine, government, and discipline); and
Understanding of the duties incumbent upon a ruling
elder.
Along with teaching elders, ruling elders are called to
be stewards of the faith and champions of the gospel.
Those who are called will lead by example. So it best
be a good example!
Source: PCUSA Website
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Sunday, June 11, 2017
Reverend Earle Fisher, Guest Minister

Above: Presbyterian
Men
Left: Men’s Chorus
Right: Elder George
Grayson

Reverend Earle Fisher delivering
his sermon.

Below: Kenneth King,
president, Presbyterian Men

Reverend Gregory Bentley
excited about the sermon by
Reverend Fisher.

Photo Credit: James Hicks
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Golden Charmers’ Trip

“Called from the Ends of the Earth”
By Ted Dixie, Jr.

The
Golden
Charmers
invites
the
congregation and community to participate
and join us in this “Two Night Get-Away.”
If you are interested, your point of contact is
James Hicks (256- 852-7620) or Clifton Canady (256-4301717). Please see the flyer below for more information

On Sunday, June 23, 2017, Ryan Gordon (third
from right), Catherine Bone, and Dezmyn Coleman
(fourth from right), along with youth from Church
Street and Saint Mark’s Cumberland Presbyterian
Churches, were chauffeured by Elder Ted Dixie, Jr.
(third from right below) in the fine, air-conditioned
comfort of the Fellowship Motor Coach to Bethel
University, McKenzie, Tennessee. The annual
Cumberland Presbyterian Youth Conference
(2017), a new Fellowship tradition, was going to
bless us with a week of activities, starting upon our
arrival on June 23 until Friday noon when we all
would depart.
Space was a premium since there were more than
300 believers from as far away as Japan. The
theme for this year was “From the Ends of the
Earth.” The day for participants began at 8:30 AM
and concluded with some “suite time” as we
reflected upon the day.
Endless opportunities abounded for the young
people to let their lights and talents shine. A Pep
Band, Talent Show, Gospel Choir, 3-on-3 soccer, 9
-square, and just fooling around were a few of the
ways that the conference attendees could meet and
make new friends.

After this tour, return to Huntsville, AL. Lunch on your own.

All payments are accepted by check, money order or cash.

Next year’s conference dates are June 24-29. Every
parent and child should “Save the Date”! This is
such a wonderful experience! Thanks to the Lord
for our traveling mercies.
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What is Session doing?

Image Credit: Rick Fienberg, TravelQuest International and
Wilderness Travel. In this series of stills from 2013, the eclipse
sequence runs from right to left. The center image shows totality;
on either side are the 2nd contact (right) and 3rd contact (left
diamond rings that mark the beginning and end of totality
respectively).

ECLIPSE ACROSS AMERICA 2017
It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the
whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining,
… Luke 23:44-45a NIV

In the Bible, Luke’s account of the circumstances
surrounding Jesus’ death on the cross included what we
know now as a solar eclipse. The length of the event
(three hours) jibes with the approximate time expected
for the eclipse to occur across the United States this
month. It will be the first total eclipse seen in the
continental United States in 38 years. The last eclipse of
the millennium occurred over Zaire in 1999.
On Monday, August 21, 2017, our earth will experience
total eclipse of the sun, when the sun’s rays are
completely blocked by the moon. The eclipse will begin
in Madras, Oregon at 12:16 CST (10:16 PDT), and end in
Charleston, SC at 1:48 CST. It can be seen across the
U.S. around certain cities in Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming,
Nebraska, Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky, TENNESSEE
(Nashville), Georgia, and South Carolina. Millions are
expected to travel to the closest site to view the eclipse.
Our closest place to observe is Nashville, where an influx
of eclipse watchers is expected. The total eclipse, where
the sun’s rays are completely blocked, will last for two
minutes and 40 seconds. WARNING! Never look
directly at the sun without proper eye protection. You
can seriously injure your eyes. Special glasses are
required to view this spectacular event.
The next total eclipse visible in the United States will be
April 8, 2024.
Website: http://eclipse2017.nasa.gov

Approved:
• Reverend Bentley’s request to be off on August
20, 2017.
General Information:
• Reverend Jeremiah Chester, pastor of St. Mark
Baptist Church, will be the guest evangelist for
our Fall Revival beginning September 25, 2017.
• The Worship Ministry Team will begin preparing
for the Fall Revival and Church Anniversary. If
you have any suggestions, you may contact Elder
Bill Davis, convener and/or Elder Bettye Dixie,
chairperson.
• Ministry Improvement Box suggestion: First
Sunday should be joint worship/fellowship instead
of fifth Sunday. “Let us break bread together.”
No change will be made at this time.
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Sick List of
Family and Friends of
Fellowship Members
Fellowship Members
Mrs. Martha Cooper 2004
Mrs. Mamie Brown 2010
Mrs. Tommie Bradford – 2004
Family and Friends
Isaac Pulley – 1961
Rubye Thomas Ross – 1970
Maggie Dees – 1979
Fred Buchanan – 1979
James R. Ford – 1989
Ira Lee Woods
Cyrus W. Daniels, Sr.—2005

Benjamin Andrews
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Arzell Dunmore
Sister of Lucille Grayson
Doris Bradford
Sister of Haley Bone
Dorothy Franklin
Mother of Robert Franklin
Stokley Gardner
Brother of the late Lloyd Gardner
Flossie Henderson
Mother of Barbara Anthony
Roosevelt Johnson
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Ailean King Peoples
Mother of Kenneth King
Shielda Yvonne Ross
Sister of Thomas Ross

Fellowship Member
Sick List

Luther Scales
Brother of Geneva Scales Wright

The Prayer of Faith

Ann Thomas
Aunt of Yvette Evans

James 5:13-16

“ 13

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any among
you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and
have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name
of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins
will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.”

The Jacquelyne Bennett Family
(twin sons, Stephen and Michael)
Richard Evans
Mattie Ford
Dana Smith
Anthony Thompson
Geneva S. Wright

Fannie P. Thompson
Sister of Lois Dade and Eulasteen Muse
Valerie Thompson
Sister of Debra Evans
Hattie Wall
Sister of Charles Penn
Roderick Wall
Nephew of Charles Penn
LaVon White
Son of Doretha and Thomas Ross
Dorleen and James Witchard
Sister and Brother-in-Law of Doretha and
Thomas Ross
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2 Steve Anderson
7 Thomas Ross
8 Carolyn Jackson
12 Gakari Horton
19 Diann Bentley
21 Dana Smith
21 Lee Overton
23 Thelma Canady
24 Sharon Ford
24 Alexis Bunley
25 Gloria Evans
25 Haley Bone
25 Lula Jones
27 Sean P. King
29 Bettye W. Dixie
31 Theodore Dixie, Sr.
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Parents, please make sure your child is dressed appropriately
on their scheduled Sunday!

August 6
Parker Ford and Destiny Canady

August 13
Miriam Bentley and Maya Fykes
August 20
Dezmyn Coleman and Kyler Evans
August 27
Eden Joy Craighead and Kaylin Houston
♦♦ Please wear black pants or skirts/dress on your scheduled
Sunday, and please arrive at least 15 minutes early ♦♦
**The acolytes will serve at the 11:00 a.m. worship services
and on the fifth Sundays only.**
If there is a problem with the schedule, please contact Ollie
Smith at 256.527.4147 or Sarah Ford at 256.509.8066 or Diann
Bentley at 205-233-2140
Thank you in advance for your participation!

3 ~ Jannie and Cyrus Jones
4 ~ Margaret and E.C. Jackson
6 ~ Carolyn and Nathaniel Jackson
8 ~ Arthello and Robert Peagler
10 ~ Doretha and Thomas Ross
20 ~ Dorothy and Joseph Johnson
21 ~ Gloria and Richard Evans
31 ~ Debra and Gregory Evans

Clifton Canady’s new email
address: ccanad18@gmail.com.

We sincerely appreciate all the youth at Fellowship
Presbyterian Church. Your service to Christ and His church
does not go unnoticed.
Again, thank you,
Ollie Smith, Acolyte Coordinator

6
13
20
27

The Enoch Temple Family
The Mary Mitchell Family
The Tim Smith Family
The Richard Evans Family

