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Fellowship Presbyterian
Church USA
Our Purpose

Fellowship is called by God and
empowered by the Holy Spirit to
make disciples by REACHing,
GROWing, and SENDing people
with Christ to do justice, to live
mercy, and to walk humbly with
God.

Our Motto

The loving place that is
Reaching, Growing, and
Sending people with Christ.

Keep Christ in Christmas!
Have a Blessed Holiday!

December 2021

Fellowship Celebrates 61st Anniversary
Although the persistence of COVID-19 means
caution and restraint still shape the activities of
Fellowship Presbyterian Church (USA), the 61st
anniversary was celebrated on November 12,
2021. The theme was “From Dry Bones to
Spiritual Vitality: Reaching back, Reaching in, and
Reaching out to Flourish,” Exodus 13:19. The
Sankofa Bird, the provocative image of the bird with body aimed
forward but neck turned backward with a seed in its mouth, was the
informing symbol. Reverend Bentley explained to the congregation
that the bird reminds us to continue moving forward as we
remember our past. Simultaneously, we plant a seed for the future
generations that come after us. The Sankofa symbol stems from the
Twi language of the Akan people of Ghana.
Honorably retired anniversary guest, Reverend
Warner R. Durnell, flawlessly incorporated the
theme into his sermon, “Bones Detail.” He
spoke about three generations in scripture (past,
present, future) with the bones of Joseph
looking back to the past and concluded with the
Josiah generation, present day younger people,
those looking to the future. Reverend Durnell, now residing in
Nashville, Tennessee, has a special connection to Fellowship, having
served as Executive Presbyter of the North Alabama Presbytery and
as Supply Pastor to Fellowship for a short period of time. The
congregation warmly welcomed him home.
Additionally, four church members who were called to
be with the Lord during 2020 were recognized during
anniversary Sunday through a brief In Memoriam
program: charter member Mattie Ford, past elder Lula
Jones, and choir members Richard Evans and Nathaniel
Otey. Youth member Kaylin Houston narrated the In
Memoriam. The honored deceased members had served tirelessly in
the church’s life for many years. They were the past generation from
which those following can greatly benefit. They left the good seed
that has germinated.
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Fellowship Celebrates 61st Anniversary in Pictures

Choir Photo Credit: Miriam Bentley

Below: In Memoriam Photos

Otey family members, granddaughter and son, Norris Otey who sang two selections in honor of his dad.
Family of Lula Jones,
daughter lights candle in
memory.

Family honoring Reverend
Dr. John Herndon III

Photo Credit:
Chris Gaines
Joyce Pettis Temple

Family honoring Dr.
Richard Evans

Family honoring
Mrs. Mattie Ford
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On the first Sunday in Advent, as Christians begin
anticipating the birthday of Jesus Christ, the sanctuary
is decorated during the annual event known as Hanging
of the Greens. Because of COVID protocols,
movement about the sanctuary was reduced by having
the numerous symbols placed prior to the service. As
is customary, the youth delivered the narratives that
explain why the paraments are changed to purple, why
wreaths are hung, why red poinsettias are present, why
the evergreen tree is decorated with Chrismons, and
what the advent candles mean, which will be lit each
Sunday until Christmas day.
Youth narrators were Miriam
Bentley, Kaylin Houston, and
William Reed. Ushers Gladys
Bracy and Brenda Bunley
placed the last ceremonial
Chrismons on the tree, and
Doretha Ross lit the tree. The
Hanging of the Greens falls
under the auspices of the Worship Ministry Team,
convened by Elder Jannie Jones. She was assisted in
the preparation of the church by
Pauline Bodiford, Yvonne Jones
(secretary), Mary Mitchell, Mary
Peagler, and Ted Friend
(custodian) . The special bulletin
that included Advent readings for
the month was printed and
prepared by Clerk of Session
Cheryl K. Johnson.
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In the story of God, as we
tell it, there is a barrier
that exists between the
Created world and its
Creator. A wall. Sin, we
say, separates us from
God, and separation from
God is unbearable.
And our story goes on to
say that God, seeing that
we had no hope in
ourselves of getting over,
or through or around what
separates us, offered us a gift in Jesus Christ
who opens a door — a door we could not open
ourselves.
Received during the four Sundays of Advent,
the Christmas Joy Offering supports equally
the Assistance Program of the Board of
Pensions and Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges equipping communities of colors — to
lift up past, present, and future church leaders.
Source: PCUSA Website

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY!!!!!!!

Website:
www.fpchuntsville.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/fpchuntsville
Twitter:
@TheShipHSV
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Presbyterian Women Christmas Mission Support
Fellowship Presbyterian Women held its business meeting on November 28, 2021.
Realizing the enormous needs in the community, the women decided to follow last year’s
example of a diaper drive for Fellowship’s Food Distribution Program and request
individuals donate to two local nonprofits for Christmas this year, if they are so inclined.
Gift cards and donations are encouraged for Second Mile and RiahRose Home for
Children, Inc. RiahRose has an immediate need for adult incontinent products (small) and
the purchase of medication for clients. The congregation is encouraged to join the women to support these
nonprofit organizations.

RiahRose
RiahRose Home for Children, Inc. was established
in 2008 as a 501- c 3 Non-profit organization with a
mission to serve as a nurturing maternal respite for
expecting teen mothers in need. The goal was to
provide mothers with the necessary resources and
loving guidance to prepare them for a successful
transition into motherhood. RiahRose offers a
clean, safe, living environment that promotes
education, self-sufficiency, and healing.
Since 2008, due to the increasing need of housing
for expecting and current mothers with young
children, RiahRose has expanded and partnered
with the North Alabama Coalition for the Homeless
(NACH) to serves as a home for women beyond
teenage years.
There is a work or pursuit of an education
requirement for residency. Some residents are
employed upon admission.
Others must be
employed or in school at the end of 30 days of
residency.
Amenities at RiahRose facility include a beauty
salon, laundry room, private bedrooms and
bathroom and shared shower between two rooms.
Personal items and meals for those who don’t
qualify for Electronic Benefit Card (EBT). Free
transportation is provided to work, daycare, and
essential appointments such as medical, Department
of Human Resources, and job interviews.
The non-profit seeks to provide adults with basic
(Continued on page 5)

Serving Neighborhoods
Strengthening Schools
Empowering Homes
And if one forces you to go one mile, go with him
two miles.
Matthew 5:41
Our vision is to transform underserved
communities by empowering people to meet their
own needs. We encourage people to take charge of
their own lives and break the mentality of
dependency by honoring these core values:
• Respect all people as having worth, value and
importance.
• Love people as they are and don’t label them.
• Preserve people’s pride and dignity by offering
a helping hand, not a handout.
• Let God’s Word be the standard and make
grace our message.
Our mission is to bring people together by sharing
the love of Christ while helping them provide for
their families, educate their children and strengthen
their communities. We do this by adhering to three
guiding principles: we are relational in our
programs; we do not give anything away for free;
and we do only what our neighbors ask us to do.
Using these principles, we established what we
refer to as the three ‘R’s of community
development – Relationships, Resources and
Reconciliation
• Relationships – Build relationships with people
to understand their needs.
(Continued on page 5)
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(RiahRose continued from page 4)

independent living skills which include financial
accountability skills, nutritional and cooking
classes, childcare and disciplinary skills. The goal
is to move residents from a homeless situation to
productive independent living. Children of families
residing in the facility are given a sense of
normality by encouraging participants to achieve
academically, in the arts, and sports activities.
RiahRose was the recipient of the Presbyterian
Women USA THANK Offering to purchase the
van used as transportation by the organization.

(Second Mile continued from page 4)

•
•

Resources – Connect people to resources and
opportunities that enable them to provide for their
families.
Reconciliation – Reconcile people from all walks
of life to each other and to the love of Jesus
Christ.

Second Mile
P.O. Box 2531
Huntsville, Al 35804

RiahRose
P.O. Box 3505
Huntsville, AL 35810

Together in Service Team Continues its Mission
The Together in Service Team completed the Thank Offering Project and will have a total contribution to
report in January. The opportunity to give was not only for Presbyterian Women but for everyone because
God has blessed each of us with gifts to share.
The Together In Service Team, Supporters, and AAMU volunteers were quite busy before Thanksgiving with
the Martin Luther King Elementary School Food Distribution Service Project. The group ensured that
students and their families had additional food for their Thanksgiving meal and week.
Also, some generous donations made it possible for our team to provide 22 “Goody Bags” to the
AAMU volunteers from the Honors Program. Their bags included items college students enjoy,
such as chips, popcorn, ramen noodles, soup, cookies, crackers, peanut butter, drinks, etc.. Mrs.
Carla Holloway, Director of the Honors Program, as well as some of the student volunteers
agreed that they were impressed and thankful for the bags. The students also shared their
appreciation for being invited to work with the Together in Service team.
The pictures show the volunteer work the students are involved in and our gesture of appreciation through the
gift bags.

Together in Service Team and Supporters
Lois Thompson, Chair; Linda Burruss, Lucille Grayson , Mary N. Peagler, Maureen Young
Supporters - Beverly Warren, Gladys Bracy, Arthello Peagler, Sadie Pleasure, Tonya Gaines

Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple
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Congratulations to Dr. George
Grayson, the honoree at the 5th
Annual Beulah Ballard Toney
Scholarship & Benefit Program on
Saturday, October 10, 2021. The
Beulah Ballard Toney Scholarship
Organization’s focus is on supporting
youth of north Huntsville as they
embark on their collegiate journey.
Dr. Grayson is a retired educator who
served as Chairman of the Biology Department at
Alabama A&M University. According to his wife,
Lucille, he showed a passion for learning and teaching
early in life by taking over his high school classes and
teaching for the teachers. George is an ordained elder of
Fellowship Presbyterian Church. The Graysons have
three children -- Anthony, Reginald, and Deidre.

During this season of love and happiness,
we are proud to honor the lovely couple
Henry and Eulasteen Muse. Henry Muse
celebrates his 90th birthday on December 5
and Eulasteen celebrated 91 years on
October 27.

Program

Dr. George Grayson with Violet
Edwards, Commissioner,
Madison County District 6

Reverend Gregory Bentley
speaking at the program.

Photos: Violet Edwards’ Facebook Page
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The Youth Ministry Team hosted “Dinner and a Movie” on Friday,
November 26, 2021. King Richard was the featured movie. It is a look at
how tennis superstars Venus and Serena Williams became who they are
after the coaching from their father, Richard Williams.

Photo Credit: Diann Bentley and Sarah Ford
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FAITH Initiative Announces the
Annual Scholarship Fundraising

Board Members
Gladys Bracy
Christopher Evans
Cheryl K. Johnson
Larry Lewis
Janet Kincherlow-Martin
Mary Mitchell
Joyce Pettis Temple
Beverly Burton Warren
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Keidane!
FAITH Initiative, Incorporated, a 501c3 nonprofit
established by Fellowship Presbyterian Church
USA, announces the annual scholarships to be
awarded Spring 2022. The scholarships are open to
deserving students from the Tennessee Valley who
have been accepted to an accredited university or
technical school and who demonstrate the potential
to become a productive member of the community.
Recipients are not required to be enrolled or
accepted in an institution of higher learning in
Alabama to receive the scholarships. Applications
and requirements have been mailed to area high
school counselors and local churches. However,
your assistance is requested in getting this
announcement to high school seniors. Students
selected from the Tennessee Valley will be
informed by letter, and the formal announcement
will be made at the Annual Event of the
organization scheduled for Spring 2022. Successful
applicants are expected to participate. Scholarship
applications may be obtained from the FAITH
Initiative
organization
at
faithinitiativenonprofit@gmail.com; website for
Fellowship
Presbyterian
Church
at
fpchuntsville.org;
or
call
256-714-9399.
Applications must be received not later than March
8, 2022.

Keidane McAlpine, son of Dr. Thomas McAlpine
and the late Johnnie Mae McAlpine, who grew up
in Fellowship, is the new soccer coach at the
University of Georgia. Keidane leaves behind a
prestigious career at the University of Southern
California. He led the Trojans to eight straight
NCAA tournaments. Keidane was named Pac-12
coach of the year.

6:00 p.m. virtually
Bible Study Book
We Make the Road by Walking
by Brian McLaren.
The Zoom meeting ID number is 792 140 8863.
You may dial in using the telephone number,
301.715.8592, to listen and talk during Bible Study.

“There are inevitables in life. . . . Some things can’t
be averted; some things just have to be survived.”
Sermon: Keep Your Head to the Sky
November 28, 2021
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What is Session doing?
Session met on November 18, 2021, for its Stated
Session meeting, via Zoom video conferencing.

Ms. Doris Bradford, sister of Haley Bone and
former member of Fellowship, passed on Thursday,
November 25, 2021.
Please keep the Bradford and Bone families in your
thoughts and prayers.

Approved:
• Making a donation to the Alabama Non-Violent
Offenders Organization to assist with purchasing
winter items for children.
• Making a donation to the Food Bank of North
Alabama.
• The request from the Presbyterian Women to
make upgrades to the women’s restroom in the
education wing of the church by funding half of
the cost to complete the project.

Mrs. Joyce McCrorey Edwards, sister of Mrs.
Connie Malone, passed on November 11, 2021, in
Chattanooga, Tennessee. Services were held on
November 18, 2021.

Please keep the Malone and Edwards families in
your thoughts and prayers.

December 5
Maya Fykes
December 12
Aria Fykes
December 19
Kimberlee Thompson

December 26
Johari Bentley
We sincerely appreciate all the youth at Fellowship
Presbyterian Church. Your service to Christ and
His church does not go unnoticed.

The Vine is an ecumenical counseling center that
promotes emotional healing with the love and grace of
Christ for individuals, couples, families, and
congregations.

For any questions or concerns, please contact a
person below:
Ollie Smith 256-527-4147
Sarah Ford 256-509-8066
Diann Bentley 205-233-2140
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3 - Gordan Fykes
4 - Jannie Jones
5 - Henry Muse
6 - William Reed
8 - Valerie Jackson
9 - Reginald Grayson
16 - Aria Fykes
16 - Lewis Singleton III
17 - Archie M. Johnson
18 - Clifton Canady
18 - Kimberley Evans
19 - Maya Fykes
20 - Michele Hicks
22 - Jason A. Anthony
22 - Darrel (D.J.) Campbell
29 - Gregory Dees
30 - B. Janine Anthony

1 - World AIDS Day Presbyterian HIV/AIDS
Awareness
5 - Second Sunday of Advent
10 - Human Rights Day
12 - Third Sunday of Advent
12-15 Food Distribution Prep
15 - Food Distribution
16 - Stated Session Meeting at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom
18 - Presbyterian Women Bible Study and Annual
Christmas Gathering Virtual at 1:00 p.m.
19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
19 - Christmas Joy Offering
24 - Christmas Eve
25 - Nativity of Jesus Christ/Christmas
26 - First Sunday of Christmas

The HAND has kept me connected to my
Presbyterian Church USA denomination. I have
been very active in the New York City Presbytery,
and I am a Ruling Elder at St. James Presbyterian
Church USA in Harlem. So it warms my heart to
see all the love that is being shared at Fellowship.
Thank you so much for including us in your
newsletter mailing.
Ms. Andrea Bradford

16
20
22
23

~ Kanika and Lewis Singleton, III
~ Lucille and George Grayson
~ Joyce and Enoch Temple
~ Mary and Horace Mitchell
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Fellowship Member Sick List
Sick List of
Family and Friends of
Benjamin Andrews
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Dr. Jimmie Cal (former member)

Address: Dr. and Mrs. Jimmie Cal, 8907 Register Ridge.
Montgomery, AL 36117 (334) 272-1194)

Deaunna Campbel
Daughter of Beverly and Henry Warren
Alvin Grayson
Brother of George Grayson
LaChauna Headen
Daughter of Beverly and Henry Warren
Gussie Jackson
Mother of Arinize Steele
Roosevelt Johnson
Uncle of Yvette Evans

The Prayer of Faith
James 5:13-16

“ 13

Are any among you suffering? They
should pray. Are any cheerful? They
should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any
among you sick? They should call for the
elders of the church and have them pray
over them, anointing them with oil in the
name of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise
them up; and anyone who has committed
sins will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one
another, and pray for one another, so that you may be
healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and
effective.”

Michael Bennett
Lebron Bone
Clif Canady
Bill Davis
Dr. Theodore Dixie, Sr.
Sarah Ford
Frances Harris

Dr. James Hicks
Lirse Jones
Eulasteen Muse
Charles Penn
Evelyn Rich
Dana Smith
Arinzie Steele

Jeanette Scissum (former member)
Cousin of Barbara Anthony
Ann Thomas
Aunt of Yvette Evans
Fannie P. Thompson
Sister of Lois Dade and Eulasteen Muse
Roderick Wall
Nephew of Charles Penn

Fellowship Members
Martha B. Cooper – 1992
Judge Harris – 2001
Wilbert Cooper – 2013
Jonathan Ford -2015

