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Black History Month Feature
February is Black History Month. To celebrate, we often look far beyond those in our
local circle to find nationally recognized African Americans to highlight their lives and
accomplishments.
This year the HAND wants to document the lives and
accomplishments of those in the pews around us who have experienced living in
America for almost a century. Two women familiar to Fellowship are Eulasteen Muse
and Lois Dade as well as their sister Fanny Pulley. It is instructive to capture history
from those who have firsthand experience both before and after significant changes in civil rights. The Pulley
sisters were growing up in rural Alabama before the Civil Rights Movement. After completing their college
education, at least two of them migrated north, Mrs. Dade to Indiana and Mrs. Muse to Illinois. The sisters are
not famous by Hollywood or popular culture standards; but, more importantly, they are respected,
accomplished, and nonagenarians. Mrs. Lois Dade has been a member of Fellowship since returning to the
area in 1988. She worked in nursing for 39 years. Mrs. Muse worked in education for 40 years. This brief
account of their early history will eventually be a part of the PCUSA archives in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Their personal narrative will be read by scholars researching religion and southern Black life.

Our Southern Story:
Eulasteen Pulley-Muse and Lois Pulley-Dade

We--Eulasteen Pulley-Muse (left) and Lois Pulley-Dade (right), the fourth and seventh children of Isaac and
Fannie (Scruggs) Pulley, [respectively]-- were born in Toney, Alabama. Our father and mother owned their
own farm, and we were raised on a farm that was owned by our family.* We grew most of the food that was
utilized by our family of ten. The food from our garden was also shared with the whole community, both
blacks and whites.
Everything in the garden was used: vegetables, potatoes, grains, peanuts. We also grew sorghum cane and corn
in the field to make meal. Our mother taught us to cook dried and fresh vegetables, cakes and pies. My father
did the shopping that needed to be done. So we are not sure what the prices of foods were [in the stores].
(Continued on page 2)
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However, a bar of candy cost from one cent to five
cents.
During the Christmas season, we cut down our own
tree from our land and made decorations. Our mother
started cooking and baking two weeks before
Christmas day. We started Christmas day by praying
and singing Christmas carols. We then opened gifts.
Later we had Christmas dinner, which consisted of
turkey (raised on our farm), dressing, green peas,
mashed potatoes, and candle-stick salad.** The
dessert table was filled with various cakes and pies,
such as coconut, chocolate, pound and fruit cakes as
well as mincemeat and potato pies.
We lived in a rural community that was close-knit.
Everyone knew everyone. Children attended school
together, and most families attended church. We had
different seasonal activities that everyone would look
forward to attending. Our clothes were bought as well
as designed and made by our mother.
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got it right all the time, but it was our guiding light to
living.
There were schools in our community. There was one
school building for grades 1st through 12th. School
was about 2.5 miles from where we lived. Lois
walked to school for about 7 years and I [Eulasteen]
walked to school for one year. In 1936 we began to
take the school bus. We attended a Rosenwald
school.**** It was a white-framed building with four
classrooms. There were sliding doors between the
classrooms and a large stage for performances. There
was no indoor washroom. During harvest season we
were dismissed early. There were also some teachers
who encouraged us to continue with our schooling,
but first and foremost, our parents inspired us to seek
a higher education.

Race relations in general were not good. However,
my father employed some white people to work on
his farm; and as stated before, we shared food with
everyone regardless of color, and they received it
with gratitude. We generally experienced racerelation issues when we went downtown in
Huntsville or while traveling. For example, we could
[For relaxation and recreation] we played family try on clothing or shoes in stores, but with reluctance.
games, mostly at night, and played with the other
children in the neighborhood. Sometimes during the [As adults,] we have not always lived in the state
day we would catch fireflies and put them in jars and where we were born. We migrated to the north
hide them under our parents’ bed; at night they would (Illinois and Indiana) for better working conditions.
light up and frighten our parents☺. Of course, we got There were more employment, social and cultural
in trouble☺. We also read books and listened to the opportunities. However, we were met with
radio. Church and school affairs were things we segregation even in the north.
looked forward to attending. We used all means of
transportation from walking to riding in our father’s T [Which of your achievements were most shaped by
-model Ford.
your background?] Eulasteen: Learning how to put
God first in everything I do [was always my guiding
Our home was centered in Christianity. Our parents principle.] Receiving my undergraduate degree from
expected us to tell the truth, to respect everyone, and Alabama A & M University in Normal, AL, and my
to love each other. We went to Mt. Zion Missionary graduate degree from the University of Michigan in
Baptist in Toney, Alabama, where my grandfather, Ann Arbor, Michigan [were highlights in my life.]
Julius Scruggs, was the founder.*** Our church did Teaching for 30 years in the Chicago Public School
not have service every Sunday. The Sundays it didn’t, system with superior ratings [ranks up there as well].
we attended other community churches.
[Our Additionally, I am a Pearl soror—71 years—in Alpha
parents] were very strict about what we could and Kappa Alpha Sorority.
could not do on Sundays. Sundays were meant for
attending church and fellowshipping with family. We Lois: Graduating from Grady Nursing School, [and
could not do manual labor that was done during the being] featured in the Chicago Defender for being
week, such as working in the fields and washing and named Nurse of the Year at Wyler Children’s
ironing clothes.
Hospital [are among my personal achievements
fueled by my upbringing.]
[Our exposure to religion] helped us to follow the
golden rule (Do unto others as you want them to do [In our personal achievements, particularly in our
unto you.) in our everyday life. This doesn’t mean we
(Continued on page 3)
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Back row L-R: Charles, Leo and Isaiah.
Front row L-R Eulasteen, Fannie, Lois and Ruby

(Continued from page 2)

marriages, we have succeeded by] love, self-respect and respect for each other; give and take;
discussing and making decisions together about things; and covering everything with prayer.
Lois Dade was married to the late Joseph Lucien Dade for 31 years, and Eulasteen has been
married to Henry Muse (right) for 56 years.
Note: [Bracketed words are the editor’s inserts.]
*In later years, the farm was sold and became Pulley Estates.
**Candle stick salad was a holiday salad popular from the 1920s-1960s. It consisted of a layer of lettuce on the
plate, pineapple rings atop the lettuce, a whole banana centered in the pineapple, a cherry on the banana, and
mayonnaise or cream or cottage cheese dribbled on the banana.
*** The Pulley sisters are first cousins to Julius Scruggs, Pastor Emeritus of First Baptist Missionary Church,
Blue Springs Road, Huntsville, Alabama.
**** The Rosenwald School project built more than 5,000 schools, shops, and teacher homes in the United
States primarily for the education of African-American children in the South from the 1910s until the 1930s.
The project was a partnership of Julius Rosenwald, a Jewish-American clothier who became part-owner and
president of Sears, Roebuck, and Company, and the African-American leader, educator, and philanthropist
Booker T. Washington, president of Tuskegee Institute.
Explore the History of the Rosenwald Schools of Madison County, Alabama.
https://www.huntsville.org/blog/list/post/explore-the-history-of-the-rosenwald-schools-of-madison-county-alabama/
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Fellowship Embraces
Black History
The Emancipation Oak
Hampton University
(Hampton Institute) Campus
Hampton, Virginia

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to
host forums recognizing
Black History Month

Photo Credit: J. R. Mitchell

Freedom Proclaimed by the
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863

Believed to be over 300 years old, the Emancipation
Oak Tree is the site of the first official reading in the
South of the Emancipation Proclamation, issued by
President Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863. It
was under this same tree that freed black people,
also called contraband, were taught by Mrs. Mary
Smith Peake. Fort Monroe, which is located near
the campus, was controlled by Union soldiers and
offered security during the war for the slaves to be
taught. Not only did Hampton educate slaves but
also in 1875, Native American students were
included in the population as students.
The National Geographic Society has designated the
Emancipation Oak as one of the 10 Great Trees of
the World. The branches continue to grow and span
over 100 feet in diameter. As the branches expand,
so must quality education in the United States
embrace the truth of African American history. In
the words of Dr. Joyce Pettis Temple “the tree
conveys struggle, courage, triumph! Current
rhetoric and efforts to change
history will not deter African
Americans from the ugly
reality of racial injustice in
this country.

LOUISVILLE — The Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) will be holding a special online worship
service at 9 a.m. Eastern Time on Wednesday, Feb.
9 to commemorate and honor Black History
Month.
The theme for the 2022 celebration is “Resiliency
to Recovery.” The theme observes the strong
resiliency of the African American community
from a historical to present-day perspective. It
examines African Americans’ ongoing ability and
need to survive while continuing to fight for justice
and equality.
In addition to the service, the African American
Intercultural Congregational Support Ministries
will host three forums to give participants an
opportunity to go into a more in-depth
conversation around the topics of resistance, rest,
recovery, and reparations, which are the supporting
pillars of the theme of the worship service. The
forums will be held at 4 p.m. Eastern Time on Feb.
10 and 24 and at 6 p.m. Eastern Time on Feb. 17.
Source: Presbyterian News Service by Gail Strange
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Presbyterian Church USA
Takes on Racism.
Fellowship Is a Matthew 25 Church

Dismantling structural racism is one of the missions.
Over a hundred-fifty years after the Emancipation, the
struggle for equality still exists. As we prepare the
HAND for publication on this date, January 31, 2022,
seven HBCUs have reported bomb threats to the
campuses.
Structural racism can show up in multiple ways,
including:
•

•

•
•

•

Housing discrimination that limits where people of
color can live and steers them to rental markets
rather than home ownership.
Laws and policies that deny people of color access
to quality education, employment, and adequate
health care.
Food apartheid — areas deliberately devoid of
quality, affordable and fresh food.
Mass incarceration and criminal justice systems that
disproportionately target people of color with
lengthier sentences, “stop-and-frisk” laws, the overpolicing of communities of color, the school-toprison pipeline, etc.
Environmental racism — the dumping of hazardous
waste, inadequate infrastructure, and lack of access
to clean water that results in a range of serious
health problems in communities of color.
Source: PCUSA.org

Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs) are still the
bedrocks for educating minorities in the
United States.
There are over 101 HBCUs that are paving the way to
dismantle racism by providing quality education to
students. We pay tribute to HBCUs whose alumni are
among Fellowship’s congregation.
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CELEBRATE THE GIFTS OF WOMEN
March 5-6, 2022

The Presbyterian Women (PW) will hold their annual
Women’s Weekend on March 5-6, 2022, to “Celebrate
the Gifts of Women.” The theme this year is “Women
Witnessing God’s Power Through Joy and Pain.”
We are delighted to announce our guest speaker, the
Reverend Dr. Dianne Moffett of Louisville, KY. Details
about Reverend Moffett appear in other coverage in the
newsletter.
Our PW Weekend includes Saturday and Sunday with
PW Weekend Bags distributed on Friday.
An
announcement will be forthcoming about the pickup
time. On Saturday, all via Zoom, Linda Burruss will
serve as the Mistress of Ceremony and a motherdaughter team, Carolyn Jackson and Carla Coleman
Jones, will co-moderate Lesson 7, “Mary” from the
Bible Study entitled What My Grandmothers Taught
Me. Alexis Love and Anita Muse will be co-game
mistresses.
Sunday’s 11:00 am worship will culminate the two-day
event. Reverend Dr. Dianne Moffett will preach from
our theme as it relates to Matthew 25. Women’s Day
Chorus will provide beautiful music. The Honorary
Life Membership Award will be announced, and we’ll
give recognition for service given to the Fellowship
Presbyterian Women’s organization and to God’s
people.
Saturday’s Zoom invite and other updates will be
provided through announcements, newsletters, and
Robo calls. All are welcomed to attend services on
Sunday per COVID-19 protocol.
Ladies, we have an outstanding PW Weekend planned.
You should not miss it!

Scripture: Psalm 9: 9-10
Samuel 2: 1-10

Psalm 5: 4-12
Luke 2: 25-35

The Reverend Dr. Diane L.
Givens Moffett (left) serves as the
president and executive director
of the Presbyterian Mission
Agency — the mission arm of the
Presbyterian Church (USA). She
has held this role since June 2018.
Prior to that she served as senior pastor of St. James
Presbyterian Church in Greensboro, North Carolina.
While there, she also served on several boards,
became a candidate for mayor of the city, and was cochair of the Greensboro Interfaith Clergy Council and
vice president of the Pulpit Forum. Along with
numerous other awards and recognitions, in April
2018, Diane received the Sojourner Truth Award, the
highest honor of the National Association of Negro
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, for her
commitment to serving others.
Diane’s service to the denomination includes over 33
years in pastoral ministry. She served as the first
woman pastor at Elmhurst Presbyterian Church in
Oakland, California, and associate pastor of
evangelism, discipleship and ministry at Elmwood
United Presbyterian Church in East Orange, New
Jersey. She also served as coordinator of the Korean
and African American Pastors Reconciliation Project
and executive director at Harbor House Ministries in
Oakland. She currently serves as a board member for
the Louisville Urban League.
Diane holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology
and social welfare from the University of California
at Berkeley, and both a Master of Divinity and
doctorate of ministry from San Francisco Theological
Seminary. She is author of the book Beyond Greens
& Cornbread-Reflections on African American
Christian Identity and numerous other articles on a
variety of subjects pertaining to ministry.

Diane is married to Mondre Moffett, who is a
trumpeter and professor of music at Simmons College
of Kentucky as well as director of Trinity Jazz Decree
and host of Saint Stephen Baptist Church’s television
broadcast Black Music Footprints. They have three
married daughters and five grandchildren.
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Presbyterian Women Virtual Bible Study
Date: February 27, 2022
Time: 2:00 p.m.
Subject: Lesson 6 - Bathsheba
Facilitator: Dr. Barbara Anthony
Where: Zoom

Presbyterian Women Concerns Committee working
virtually on January 30, 2022, to plan Women’s
Weekend.

Presbyterian Women
Virtual Bible Study
Date: March 5, 2022
Time: 11:00 a.m.
Subject: Mary
Facilitator: Carolyn Jackson, with
Carla Coleman Jones
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Mission to Community: Fellowship’s Food Distribution Program
The Work of Distributing
Food

Fellowship’s food distribution program is nearing 12 years of existence. During that time, it has provided
nourishment to untold numbers in the Huntsville community without regard to race, ethnicity, or anything
else. The focus has always been and continues to be the prevention of hunger. The distribution program is a
major way that Fellowship carries out its commitment as a Matthew 25 church.
Volunteers are the heartbeat of the distribution program. Anyone who has worked with the food knows that it
is a great deal of work to amass and pack (perhaps) two weeks of groceries for 130-140 families and to do so
within the confines of the fellowship hall. Moreover, the record-keeping aspect of this program and the
paperwork required by the North Alabama Food Bank is another job all by itself. Jackie Bennett has
shepherded the program during the last six years as a session convener of the Witness and Service Ministry.
Having completed her session terms, Jackie will continue volunteering her talents and time by directing the
food program.
Fellowship owes a great deal of gratitude to the dedicated volunteers, many of whom are not church members
but attend services, including Debra Buie, Ted Friend, Anita Muse, Beverly and Henry Warren, and Maureen
Young. Special thanks to the consistently volunteering of members Haley Bone, Gladys Bracy, , Randall
Bunley, Jane Ford, Dorothy Johnson, Kenneth King, Alexis Bunley Love, Mary B. Peagler, Mary N. Peagler,
Herbert Peagler, Robert Peagler, Cerisa Johnson Rice, Anthony Thompson, Lois Thompson, and W. Charles
Watson. There are other volunteers without affiliation to Fellowship, other than having a heart to serve
through volunteering.
The illustrative photos above -- taken on the third Wednesday in January 2022, capture only a few seconds of
the work achieved by these and other volunteers.
Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple
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Presbyterian Woman Honored

Dr. Barbara Anthony was
recently honored on January 23,
2022, by the Epsilon Gamma
Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated®,
for her membership of 65 years.
Thus, she earned the distinction
of Pearl Soror. She was initiated
into the Gamma Mu Chapter of
AKA at Alabama A & M
Photo Credit:
University. Mrs. Pearl Watson
Georgia Valrie
(Dr. W. Charles Watson) was
similarly acknowledged as a Pearl Soror. These ladies
join Evelyn Rich, Gloria Evans, and Eulasteen Muse in
this esteemed category.

Elders and Deacons Class of 2024
and Deacon Class of 2022
Ordination and Installation

Shirley Brown

Bettye Dixie

Diann Bentley

Cheryl K. Johnson

Jerita Crummie

On Sunday, January 23, Reverend Bentley ordained
and installed elders and deacons, an annual January
event. Due to COVID-19 and the CDC guidelines
that Fellowship is observing, Deacon Diann Bentley
and Elders Shirley Brown, Bettye Dixie, and Cheryl
K. Johnson stood but remained at their seats, and
Deacon Jerita Crummie (Class of 2022) was seated as
all verbally participated. Elder Shirley Brown was
ordained; others were installed. The ‘laying on of
hands’ consisted of previously ordained persons
remaining seated and extending their hands.
Best wishes to the new officers as they embrace God’s
direction in their lives.

Fellowship Receives Award

“For by grace you have been saved through
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God, not a result of works, so
that no one may boast.”

Ephesians 2:8-9

The Delta Theta Lambda Chapter
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc.,
presented an award to Fellowship
Presbyterian Church on Sunday,
January 23, 2022. On behalf of the
chapter, Christopher Evans (right)
recognized and thanked the
membership for permitting use of
the church building to film the
annual Martin Luther King Unity
Breakfast, broadcast on January 17, 2022. In his
remarks after accepting the reward, Reverend
Gregory Bentley spoke about always being a good
neighbor to the community.
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What is Session doing?

FAITH Initiative, Incorporated
FAITH Initiative, Incorporated, a
501c3 nonprofit established by
Fellowship Presbyterian Church
USA, announces the annual
scholarships to be awarded Spring
2022. The scholarships are open to
deserving students from the Tennessee Valley who
have been accepted to an accredited university or
technical school and who demonstrate the potential to
become a productive member of the community.
Recipients are not required to be enrolled or accepted
in an institution of higher learning in Alabama to
receive the scholarships. Applications and
requirements have been mailed to area high school
counselors and local churches. However, your
assistance is requested in getting this announcement
to high school seniors. Students selected from the
Tennessee Valley will be informed by letter, and the
formal announcement will be made at the Annual
Event of the organization scheduled for Spring 2022.
Successful applicants are expected to participate.
Scholarship applications may be obtained from the
FAITH
Initiative
organization
at
faithinitiativenonprofit@gmail.com;
website
for
Fellowship Presbyterian Church at fpchuntsville.org;
or call 256-714-9399. Applications must be received
not later than March 8, 2022.

Session met on January 13, 2022, in a call meeting to
examine and approve the elders class of 2024 and to
review and approve the 2022 budget.
The annual joint Stated Session, Diaconate, and Trustees
meeting was held on January 27, 2022:
Approved:
• The purchase of a half-page ad for the Kappa Alpha
Psi Fraternity 72nd Southern Province Council
souvenir book.
The meeting will be held in
Huntsville, Alabama.
• Elder Jacquelyne Bennett to spearhead the church’s
effort in supporting the 22nd Annual Black Tie
Scholarship Gala sponsored by Alabama A&M
University.
Information:
• Elder Cheryl K. Johnson was elected to serve as the
Clerk of Session for 2022.
• Elder Kenneth King was elected to serve as the
treasurer for 2022.
• Elder Bettye Dixie was elected to serve as the Elder
Commissioner for the North Alabama Presbytery
Stated meeting on February 26, 2022 via Zoom.
• Pastor’s Review Team members are Elder Class of
2022—Jannie Jones, Elder Class of 2023 - Thomas
Ross, Elder Class of 2024 - Shirley Brown, and
Trustee Christopher Evans. The deacons and three atlarge church members will be announced at a later
date.
• The Deacons are in the process of establishing the
Reevis Beecher Hill Benevolent Fund in a separate
bank account. Once it is established, the congregation
will be notified.
Deacons Doretha Ross and
Christopher Gaines will be administering the
benevolent fund.
• Session is in process of its annual review of the
membership roll in accordance with the Book of Order
G-30204a.
• Ministry Team Assignments
Ministry Team
Administration

“Too often we confuse hope with optimism.
Optimism is a philosophic concept. . . . Hope
always does the up-looking, not the outlooking. It’s not my optimism but my hope
[that] is built on nothing less.”
Sermon: Advent Admonition
Date: December 12, 2021

Convener

Christian Education

Elder Thomas Ross
Elder Shirley Brown
Elder Bettye Dixie

Evangelism

Elder Tonya Gaines

Property & Maintenance

Elder Randall Bunley

Stewardship & Finance

Elder Kenneth King

Witness & Service

Elder Herbert Peagler
Elder Cheryl K. Johnson
Elder Jannie Jones

Worship
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In Gratitude
1 - World Interfaith Harmony Week begins
6 - Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies
10 - Thursdays In Black
13 - Camp and Retreat Sunday
20 - Universal Day of Prayer for Students
20 - Presbyterian Media Sunday
21- President’s Day
13-16 Food Distribution Prep
16 - Food Distribution
24 -Session Meeting at 6:00 pm
27 - Presbyterian Women Virtual Bible Study at
2:00 p.m.

1 Chanda Temple
5 Gladys P. Bracy
8 Lamar Braxton, Jr.
9 Ami Burton
10 Mary B. Peagler
11 Barbara J. Anthony
11 Jacquelyne Bennett
11 Robert Franklin III
16 Nathan Jackson
17 LaBron Bone
17 Deborah Ford
19 Destiny Canady
20 Theodore Dixie Jr.
20 Ashley King Barnes
27 Tonya Gaines
29 Myllicent Buchanan

Thanks for the many acts of loving kindness offered
during the passing of my brother, Solister Johnson.
Your prayers, words of comfort, cards, and other
expressions of love were greatly appreciated.
Please accept our sincere gratitude for the
expressions of sympathy you shared with us.
May God bless and keep you always!

With much appreciation,
Joseph J. Johnson and Family

February 6
Kimberlee Thompson
February 13
Johari Bentley
February 20
Miriam Bentley
February 27
Kaylin Houston
We sincerely appreciate all the youth at Fellowship
Presbyterian Church. Your service to Christ and
His church does not go unnoticed.
For any questions or concerns, please contact a
person below:
Ollie Smith 256-527-4147
Sarah Ford 256-509-8066
Diann Bentley 205-233-2140

17 – Calvin & Sarah Ford
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Fellowship Member Sick List
Sick List of
Family and Friends of

The Prayer of Faith
James 5:13-16

“ 13

Benjamin Andrews
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Polly Brown
Cousin of Gloria Evans
Dr. Jimmie Cal (former member)

Address: Dr. and Mrs. Jimmie Cal, 8907 Register Ridge.
Montgomery, AL 36117 (334) 272-1194)

Deaunna Campbel
Daughter of Beverly and Henry Warren
Alvin Grayson
Brother of George Grayson
LaChauna Headen
Daughter of Beverly and Henry Warren
Roosevelt Johnson
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Jeanette Scissum (former member)
Cousin of Barbara Anthony

Are any among you suffering? They
should pray. Are any cheerful? They
should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any
among you sick? They should call for the
elders of the church and have them pray
over them, anointing them with oil in the
name of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise
them up; and anyone who has committed
sins will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one
another, and pray for one another, so that you may be
healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and
effective.”

Michael Bennett
Lebron Bone
Clif Canady
Bill Davis
Dr. Theodore Dixie, Sr.
Carrie Morgan Edward
Frances Harris

Dr. James Hicks
Lirse Jones
Eulasteen Muse
Charles Penn
Evelyn Rich
Dana Smith
Arinzie Steele

Ann Thomas
Aunt of Yvette Evans
Fannie P. Thompson
Sister of Lois Dade and Eulasteen Muse
Roderick Wall
Nephew of Charles Penn

Fellowship Presbyterian Church
USA
Our Purpose

Fellowship is called by God and
empowered by the Holy Spirit to make
disciples by REACHing, GROWing, and
SENDing people with Christ to do
justice, to live mercy, and to walk
humbly with God.

Our Motto

The loving place that is Reaching,
Growing, and Sending people with
Christ.

Fellowship Members
The late Mrs. Mattie Ford’s name was
omitted in the January edition of the
HAND.

