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Honoring Worthy, Dedicated Men
Positive role models influence the direction of communities and shape the future of the next generation. In our
midst we celebrate young black male role models at Fellowship. Therefore, The HAND is sharing the stories
of two of Fellowship’s role models -- Christopher Gaines and Theodore Dixie, Jr. Expect to see the story of
Christopher Evans in a future newsletter.

Christopher Gaines

Chris leading the Praise Team in opening worship.

A native of Huntsville, Chris has been employed as
a contractor on Redstone Arsenal for over 30 years,
providing graphics, video, and photographic
support to the Department of the Army and NASA.
As a parent of two children through those years, he
has also served as a youth coach of basketball,
soccer, and baseball. He was also Booster Club
president at Holy Family School
while his children, Blair and
Alexis, attended there. As a
member
of
Fellowship
Presbyterian Church, Chris has
been active in the Inspirational,
Unity, Men’s, and Praise Team
choirs. He has served several
Singing “Amazing years on the church’s deacon
Grace” virtually. board and is
currently the
president of the board. He has
also
worked
with
the
Fellowship HAND, the FPC
Technology Team, served as
an instructor for Vacation
Bible School, and has provided
services
in
photographic,
VBS 2015
graphics, and video support.

“I would like to stress that today’s youth should have
goals and work towards them, using the resources that
they have around them. I still remember when adults
took time to give advice and help me when I was
‘trying to figure things out,’ simply because they
wanted to see me succeed. That concept still applies.
Young men and women of today have the seeds of
knowledge and talent to make their dreams reality,
and there are still adults who are willing to advise and
make themselves available for them to achieve those
goals if they are sincere and have the desire to work
towards that end. Take advantage of those resources.”

Tonya and Chris

VBS 2013

This is Chris’ response when asked what advice he
might have for today’s youth.
Male Chorus
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Theodore Dixie, Jr.
Hey, Fellowship Family! I love you all! Having been
asked to provide “an account of myself,” I submit this
update on the Lord’s work in my life. I , Elder
Theodore C. Dixie, Jr.,
have been under the care
of the Committee on
Ministry of the North
Alabama Presbytery
(NAP) of the Presbyterian
Church (USA). As an
inquirer, the goal of this
care program is for me to
New Market Presbyterian
discern if professional
Church
ministry is for me. As an
elder, I have already been commissioned to serve the
church as God intends. The understanding of that
concept and the subsequent behavior required by the
Lord have blessed me in ways I did not have the good
sense to pray for.
Currently, I serve as a guest
speaker at two churches in
the NAP.
My first
opportunity to preach on a
regular basis was with the
congregation of New Market
Presbyterian Church in New
Market,
AL.
The
congregation is small but
faithful. Because I was directed by the COM to sign a
contract, we have the elements of congregational
leadership, a regular and backup musician, a beautiful
sanctuary, and a Fellowship Hall/Education Wing.
New Market is a fine setting for “Trunk or Treat” or
when the church hosts
the annual New Market
community
worship
service and dinner
every three years. The
New Market Christmas
Parade runs right in
front of the church, and
we
utilize
this
opportunity
for
community outreach. I have been in service for four
years.
In August 2020, I was asked to supply the pulpit one
Sunday at First Presbyterian Church in Albertville,
AL. While I was nervous about the opportunity, it
became clear that God was in this. When one is
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discerning a call
from God, the
hardest decision
to make is
whether we will
do God’s will,
or ours. My
sermon
preparation was
to focus on
First Presbyterian Church in Albertville
helping the
listener apply the Scriptures to their life. With the
state of global society, we have been forced to
confront our stereotypical expectations of one
another. God wants us to love each other as we love
ourselves. Now, if we have no love of self, Jesus
stands to transform our lives into an existence that,
again, we do not have the good sense to pray for.
Building upon this moment
in my Christian journey,
blessings have come from
near and far. The best
blessing for me was when
God challenged the
stupidest belief I could
have ever held: “I didn’t
The Boatfield family of
need any new friends.”
First PresbyterianThat statement was born
Albertville
out of a terrible time in my
life. There are times when we would rather withdraw
from the community and suffer alone. However, that
is never God’s intention. The community of
believers provides the support and care every person
needs to navigate through this life. This is our
mandate from Jesus Christ after he arose and before
he ascended: carry the gospel to every corner of the
world. What God gave me in accepting the help and
prayers of others, friends, is that I became who God
created me to be. My talent of being a friend is
girded by a spiritual
gift that is between
me and the Holy
Spirit. So, when an
epiphany fell upon
my consciousness, I
began being
comfortable with
providing pastoral
care for the
congregations where I preached. I have definitely
grown as an elder and have been encouraged to take a
(Continued on page 4)
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(Theodore Dixie Jr. continued from page 3)

course in sacraments so I may perform communion
in the sanctuary.
As I close, thank you is not adequate a response for
the support given to me during this discernment
process. Reverend Bentley and Dr. George
Grayson have represented my interest with the
COM. Mrs. Rosalie Lane took the photo on the
day I preached my “trial” sermon. Mrs. Rennie
Steele and Mrs. Eulasteen Muse will make sure
that I eat and have snack money.

My aunts, Mrs. Carolyn Jackson and Mrs. Gladys
Bracy, and my “sister,” Dr. Paula Barnes, have
travelled to New Market and Albertville early on
Sunday morning, and my mother, Mrs. Bettye W.
Dixie, has acted like the “first lady”; I am tired of
being asked if she is my wife.

Johari Bentley
Johari Bentley performed with the Academy for
Academics and Art (AAA) Clown Troupe in an
afternoon activity at Bridge Street Town Centre on
May 8, 2021. As Huntsville's only Pre-K-8 arts
school, AAA’s purpose is to “immerse the students
in a continuous and progressive standards-based,
multi-disciplinary arts education to develop
productive and engaged citizens.”
Johari also ‘bridged’ to 7th grade this spring. She is
the daughter of Reverend and Mrs. Gregory Bentley
and sister of Miriam Bentley.
Photo credit: Spoiled Rotten Photography

The birthday/last day of radiation party for Teddy,
hosted by New Market Presbyterian Church.

The hostesses at my birthday/last radiation treatment
party.

Student Wins Award
Congratulations to Stone Anderson
for outstanding achievement in
reading. Stone won a tablet for
being the top reader through
Advanced Reading (AR) testing for
4th and 5th grade for his school.
Proud grandmother Shirley Brown
enjoys her time
coaching and
encouraging Stone.
Dressed in his Laker’s outfit, Stone is
practicing his Black History speech
with his grandmother. Stone is the
son of Laura and Steve Anderson.
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Calling all men and
women of the church.
HANDS and FEET
NEEDED.

Food Bank Distribution Program
at Martin Luther King Elementary
School
Volunteers are needed to distribute prepackaged
food at Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School
during summer school for children who
experience insufficient food on weekends. The
Food Bank, lead agency for this effort, will
provide/deliver the food and provide tables and
folding platform dollies. The agency appealed to
FPC Witness &
Service Ministry
Team convener,
Elder Jacquelyne
Bennett, to partner
with Fellowship
PCUSA to meet a
community need.
The moderator of
Presbyterian
Women was
contacted to request Mary Mitchell, Moderator of
that Presbyterian
Presbyterian Women, FPC
Women take the
USA
lead for this effort.
After weeks of participating in the event, it
became obvious that this work should be a
“Hands and Feet” church effort by men and
women.
Summer School at MLK is scheduled for June 7July 2, 2021, 7:30 am-12:30 pm, MondayThursday. Five volunteers will be needed on
Thursdays (June 10, 17, 24 and July 1) for
approximately 1 ½ hours. Setup will start at
11:45 am in time for 12:30 pm student departures.
Food items vary each week from fruit to a box of
non-perishable foods. Food is placed in vehicles
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as parents drive through to pick up students or on a
table for students who walk to school.
If you can volunteer for this program, please email
the church secretary or Mary Mitchell.
Many thanks to Lois Thompson, Linda Burruss, and
Maureen Young, who volunteered the last three
weeks of the regular school year. If the program is
successful, the partnership with the Food Bank and
Fellowship PCUSA will continue during the fall.

Maureen Young and Linda Burruss
(not pictured is volunteer Lois Thompson)

Chyna Smith and Sarah Bensinger,
Special Programs Coordinators,
Food Bank
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Older Adult Sunday Observed

Engagement Announcement of Blair
Gaines and Neena Black
Their Story
Blair moved to Miami in
June 2018 to start his threeyear residency program in
emergency medicine. Neena
moved back to Miami
around the same time, after
she’d left for a year to work
as a travel nurse.

L-R: Elder Thomas Ross, Liturgist; Carolyn Jackson,
Golden Charmers president; Reverend Dr. Julius
Scruggs, guest minister; Reverend Gregory Bentley
Photo credit: Kyle Fallin

Fast forward two months,
when Blair and Neena
matched on the dating app
Hinge.
Blair
quickly
impressed Neena with his minimal conversation
and dry humor, wasting no time with small talk.
After realizing they lived in the same
neighborhood, Blair asked Neena to grab a drink at
the Wharf.
The two quickly bonded over moving to Miami at
the same time, working in the medical field, and
their love for mojitos. The connection was instant,
and the realness they shared made it easy to skip
over trying hard to impress one another.
Since that day, it’s been all love and laughter; and
they’ve never looked back.

Older Adult Sunday at Fellowship Presbyterian
Church USA was celebrated on May 2, 2021, with
The Reverend Julius R. Scruggs, D. Min., Pastor
Emeritus, First Missionary Baptist Church, as guest
pastor. The sermon was titled “Lessons from
Longevity” and the scripture was Genesis 22: 1-14;
21:5. Reverend Scruggs’ provocative message
spoke to all ages, not only those ‘older.’ Elder
Thomas Ross served as liturgist for the worship,
and Carolyn Jackson, president of the Golden
Charmers club, presented Reverend Scruggs with a
‘thank-you’ memento (pictured above).

The wedding ceremony will take place in October
2021, in Miami, Florida. The couple will reside in
Tampa.
A reception for the couple is planned for spring
2022 in Huntsville, Alabama.

Photo credit: Joyce Pettis Temple

Photo credit: Gloria Francis Photography of Miami, FL
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When you solve the seven clues, you’ll end up with seven of
the reasons to “attend” PW’s Business Meeting and Online
Churchwide Gathering Event.

PW Churchwide Gathering

PW is gathering online!
“See” you on August 5 for the
2021 Online Churchwide
Gathering Event!

National Black Presbyterian
Caucus
46th Biennial Convention
June 24 - June 26, 2021
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Dr. James Hicks Honored for
Fraternity Service

Brandon Bunley, son of Elder Randall and Brenda
Bunley was married on May 29, 2021, to Leah
Maples, the daughter of Steven and Joyce Maples.
Southern Charm event center, Elkmont, Alabama,
was the site of the festivities. The couple will
reside in Athens, Alabama.

On May 8, 2021, Dr. James and Mrs. Gertrude Hicks
were the focus of a celebratory drive by! The
brothers of Xi Omicron Chapter of The Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Inc., took over Juniper Street in front
of the Hicks’ residence to recognize Dr. Hicks’ 70
years of membership and service in the fraternity. He
joined at age 19, April 28, 1951, at Albany State
University. Dr. Hicks, wearing a purple fraternity
sweater, received a plaque recognizing his longevity
in service, and Mrs. Hicks received a dozen red roses.
The Hicks’ yard was decorated with Happy
Queversary yard art. The couple was surprised and
delighted!
(Note: A video of the event may be viewed on
Facebook on the page of the Xi Omicron Chapter.)
Photos courtesy of Xi Omicron Facebook Page.

Congratulations to the couple and to Fellowship
church members Elder Randall and Brenda
Bunley.
Photo credit: Brenda Bunley

What is Session doing?
Session held a Called Session meeting on Tuesday,
June 1, 2021, via Zoom video conferencing. No
meeting was held in May.
Approved:
• The anonymous gift of a new alarm and
monitoring system for the church.
• Polling the congregation by the elders to see if
members want to return to in-person worship
service on July 4 (first Sunday in July) or
August 1 (first Sunday in August).
Information:
 Elder Anthony Thompson was elected to serve
as the Elder Commissioner for the North
Alabama Presbytery meeting on June 8, 2021.
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The Sound of the
Genuine
by Howard Thurman

From Howard Thurman's 1980 commencement address at
Spelman College.

There is something in every one of you that waits,
listens for the sound of the genuine in yourself and
if you cannot hear it, you will never find whatever it
is for which you are searching and if you hear it and
then do not follow it, it was better that you had
never been born…
You are the only you that has ever lived; your idiom
is the only idiom of its kind in all of existence and if
you cannot hear the sound of the genuine in you,
you will all of your life spend your days on the ends
of strings that somebody else pulls…

There is in you something that waits and listens for
the sound of the genuine in yourself and sometimes
there is so much traffic going on in your minds, so
many different kinds of signals, so many vast
impulses floating through your organism that go
back thousands of generations, long before you
were even a thought in the mind of creation, and
you are buffeted by these, and in the midst of all of
this you have got to find out what your name is.
Who are you? How does the sound of the genuine
come through to you…
The sound of the genuine is flowing through you.
Don’t be deceived and thrown off by all the noises
that are a part even of your dreams, your ambitions,
so that you don’t hear the sound of the genuine in
you, because that is the only true guide that you will
ever have, and if you don’t have that you don’t have
a thing.
You may be famous. You may be whatever the
other ideals are which are a part of this generation,
but you know you don’t have the foggiest notion of
who you are, where you are going, what you want.
Cultivate the discipline of listening to the sound of
the genuine in yourself.
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Now there is something in everybody that waits and
listens for the sound of the genuine in other people.
And it is so easy to say that anybody who looks like
him or her, anybody who acts as this person acts, can’t
hear any sound of the genuine. I must wait and listen
for the sound of the genuine in you. I must wait. For if
I cannot hear it, then in my scheme of things, you are
not even present. And everybody wants to feel that
everybody else knows that she is there.
I have a blind friend who just became blind after she
was a grown woman. I asked her: “What is the greatest
disaster that your blindness has brought to you?” She
said, “When I go places where there are people, I have
a feeling that nobody knows that I’m here. I can’t see
any recognition, I can’t see… and if nobody knows
that I’m here, it’s hard for me to know where I am.”
There is something that waits and listens for the sound
of the genuine in your mother, in your father, in the
people you can’t stand, and if you had the power you
would wipe them out. But instinctively you know that
if you wipe them out, you go with them. So you fight
for your own life by finding some way to get along
with them without killing them.
There is something in you that waits and listens for the
sound of the genuine in other people. And if you can’t
hear it, then you are reduced by that much. If I were to
ask you what is the thing that you desire most in life
this afternoon, you would say a lot of things off the
top of your head, most of which you wouldn’t believe
but you would think that you were saying the things
that I thought you ought to think that you should say.
But I think that if you were stripped to whatever there
is in you that is literal and irreducible, and you tried to
answer that question, the answer may be something
like this: I want to feel that I am thoroughly and
completely understood so that now and then I can take
my guard down and look out around me and not feel
that I will be destroyed with my defenses down. I want
to feel completely vulnerable, completely naked,
completely exposed and absolutely secure.
This is what you look for in your children when you
have them, this is what you look for in your husband if
you get one. That I can run the risk of radical exposure
and know that the eye that beholds my vulnerability
will not step on me. That I can feel secure in my
awareness of the active presence of my own idiom in
me.
(Continued on page 10)

Volume 14 Issue 6

Page 10

(The Sound of the Genuine continued from page 9)

So as I live my life then, this is what I am trying to
fulfill. It doesn’t matter whether I become a doctor,
lawyer, housewife. I’m secure because I hear the
sound of the genuine in myself and having learned to
listen to that, I can become quiet enough, still enough,
to hear the sound of the genuine in you.
Now if I hear the sound of the genuine in me, and if
you hear the sound of the genuine in you, it is possible
for me to go down in me and come up in you. So that
when I look at myself through your eyes having made
that pilgrimage, I see in me what you see in me and
the wall that separates and divides will disappear and
we will become one because the sound of the genuine
makes the same music.
Howard Thurman (November 18, 1899 – April 10, 1981) was an
influential African American author, philosopher, theologian,
educator and civil rights leader. He was Dean of Chapel
at Howard University and Boston University for more than two
decades, wrote 21 books, and in 1944 helped found a
multicultural church. Thurman, along with Mordecai
Johnson and Vernon Johns, was considered one of the three
greatest African-American preachers in the early 20thcentury.

Prayer changes
• how we speak;
• helps us avoid duplicity;
• helps us live a life of integrity;
• helps us to speak wholeness rather than
division;
• changes how we serve;
• changes how we spend our time, talent, and
treasures;
• changes how we see our circumstances; and
• changes how we see the world!

Source: https://www.dailygood.org/story/1846/the-sound-of-thegenuine-howard-thurman/

Sermon: Prayer Changes Things
Date: October 11, 2015

Fellowship Presbyterian Church USA
Our Purpose

Fellowship is called by God and empowered by the Holy Spirit to make disciples by REACHing,
GROWing, and SENDing people with Christ to do justice, to live mercy, and to walk humbly with
God.

Our Motto

The loving place that is Reaching, Growing, and Sending people with Christ.
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Due to the pandemic, church activities are suspended.
Virtual worship services will be held until further
notice due to coronavirus pandemic.
2 - National Gun Violence Awareness Day
20 - Father’s Day/Presbyterian Men
13-16 Food distribution preparation
16 - Food distribution at 1:00 p.m.
19 - Juneteenth
24 - Session Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
25 - Season of prayer in the Korean peninsula begins
27 - PCUSA World Aids Sunday
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2 ~ Margaret Gardner
3 ~ Sharon King
6 ~ Cerisa Johnson Rice
7 ~ Patricia Wilson
9 ~ Felix Battle
10 ~ Mary Mitchell
10 ~ Madison Canady
11 ~ Lois Dade
11 ~ Dana Bone
15 ~ Harold Buchanan
16 ~ Evelyn Rich
17 ~ Lucille Grayson
20 ~ Phillip C. Ford
25 ~ Christian Campbell

7 ~ Brenda and William Davis
10 ~ Haley and Walter Bone
15 ~ Gertrude and James Hicks
17 ~ Patricia and Robert Wilson
19 ~ Diann and Gregory Bentley
19 ~ Eddgra and Carl Fallin

I would like to sincerely thank my Fellowship Family
for your kind expressions of sympathy shown to me
during the loss of my brother. Your kindness will
always be remembered.

Pauline Bodiford
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Fellowship Member Sick List
The Prayer of Faith
James 5:13-16

“ 13

Sick List of
Family and Friends of
Benjamin Andrews
Uncle of Yvette Evans

Doris Bradford
Sister of Haley Bone
Dr. Jimmie Cal (former member)

Address: Dr. and Mrs. Jimmie Cal, 8907 Register Ridge.
Montgomery, AL 36117 (334) 272-1194)

Deaunna Campbel
Daughter of Beverly and Henry Warren
Dorothy Franklin
Mother of Robert Franklin
Alvin Grayson
Brother of George Grayson
LaChauna Headen
Daughter of Beverly and Henry Warren
Gussie Jackson
Mother of Arinize Steele

Are any among you suffering? They
should pray. Are any cheerful? They
should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any
among you sick? They should call for the
elders of the church and have them pray
over them, anointing them with oil in the
name of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise
them up; and anyone who has committed
sins will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one
another, and pray for one another, so that you may be
healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and
effective.”

Michael Bennett
Lebron Bone
Clif Canady
Bill Davis
Dr. Theodore Dixie, Sr.
Frances Harris
Dr. James Hicks
Eulasteen Muse
Charles Penn
Evelyn Rich
Dana Smith
Arinzie Steele

Roosevelt Johnson
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Shielda Yvonne Ross
Sister of Thomas Ross
Ann Thomas
Aunt of Yvette Evans

Fannie P. Thompson
Sister of Lois Dade and Eulasteen Muse
Roderick Wall
Nephew of Charles Penn

Fellowship Members
Leonard Raymond “Mickey” Horton, Jr.- 1985
Leonard Raymond Horton, Sr. – 1992
Mary B. Cooper – 1995
Theda Horton – 2011

