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Men’s Day
Fellowship Presbyterian
Church

June 11, 2017
10:00 a.m. Service

Our Purpose
Fellowship is called by God and
empowered by the Holy Spirit to make
disciples by REACHing, GROWing, and
SENDing people with Christ to do justice,
to live mercy, and to walk humbly with
God.
Our Motto
The loving place that is Reaching,
Growing, and Sending people with
Christ.

Follow us on Social Media:
Website: www.fpchuntsville.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
fpchuntsville
Twitter: @TheShipHSV

Reverend Earle Fisher will be the guest minister for Men’s
Day. Rev. Fisher is a native of Benton Harbor, Michigan.
He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Science
and a Master of Divinity degree from Memphis
Theological Seminary. He is a dually ordained minister in
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the
Missionary Baptist Church denominations. Reverend
Fisher serves as adjunct instructor of contemporary
theology at Rhodes College. He is also Senior Pastor of
Abyssinian Missionary Baptist Church in Memphis,
Tennessee.
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Staff
Reverend Gregory Jerome Bentley
Pastor

Mrs. Brenda Davis

Director of Music Ministry

Ms. Darlene Richardson

Youth and Children’s Choir Director

Mr. Shaquille Sledge

Temporary Pianist, Youth/Children’s Choir and
Praise Team Director

Vacant

Inspirational Choir Director

Mr. Ryan Felton
Percussionist

Mrs. Yvonne Jones
Secretary

Mr. Theodus Friend
Sexton

Church Office Hours

4 - Day of Pentecost
5-9 - Mattie Ford Vacation Bible School at 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
6 - Property and Maintenance Ministry Team meets at noon
11 -Presbyterian Men Celebration
11-Christian Education Ministry Team meets at 9:15 a.m.
18 - Father’s Day
18 - Food distribution preparation
19 - Food distribution preparation
20 - Food distribution preparation
21 - Food distribution at 1:00 p.m.
22 - Session Meeting at 6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Directory of Services
Early Morning Service
Sunday Breakfast
Sunday School
Sunday Worship
Choir Rehearsals
Inspirational (Tues.)
Chancel (Tues.)
Praise Team (Wed.)
Adult Bible Study (Wed.)
Prayer Service (Wed.)
Youth and Children (Thurs.)
Bible Study
Children’s Choir Rehearsal
Youth Choir Rehearsal

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Reverend Gregory J. Bentley

6:00 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Noon
5:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Newsletter Team

Dr. Barbara Anthony
Mrs. Pauline Bodiford
Mrs. Gladys P. Bracy
Ms. Cheryl K. Johnson
Mrs. Mary E. Mitchell
Dr. Joyce Pettis Temple
Mrs. Lois N. Thompson
Photographers
Mrs. Gertrude Hicks
Dr. James Hicks
Mr. Christopher Gaines

Dear Fellowship Family,
As we enjoy our summer break, take the time to read this book
to maintain and deepen what we have learned over the past
year and to strengthen our walk with Jesus.
Peace and blessings!
Rev
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Fellowship Member Being Honored:
Christopher Gaines

Joyce Pettis Temple and the staff of HAND

Ministers and members over
the years have consistently
complimented the talented
workers who make Fellowship
Presbyterian Church USA
(FPC) thrive. Not only does it
take a village to raise one
child, it takes a cloud of
witnesses and doers to carry
out the work of the church
while in faithful relationship
with each other. Many of these witness and doers, often
the most admired, go about their work without fanfare;
they go about it with a spirit of service and an attitude of
doing what needs to be done. One such person at FPC is
Christopher Gaines (Chris), who is being recognized in
this article for numerous gifts to his church—for a
divinely inspired voice, his work as a deacon, as a
member of the Administrative Ministry Team with
emphasis in technology, his passion as an evangelist, and
for being a Christian who selflessly gives to others.
Although the choirs of Fellowship are blessed with
excellent voices, we would not want to imagine them
without Chris Gaines’ contributions. He sings baritone
or bass in the Unity Choir, Inspirational Choir, Men's
Chorus, and Praise Team, which amounts to many
rehearsal hours. His voice is divinely melodious, and he
sings with passion on Sunday mornings. Chris’ fellow
singers are witnesses to his dedication, especially in
preparation for solos. He grasps new music quickly,
works to sing it correctly, and contributes to the selection
of music. Additionally, Brenda Davis confirms, he is
learning to read music so that he might grasp his part
more quickly. Chris is more than a singer in these
groups: he cheerfully hands out the music and hymnals,
sets the microphones, and does any other needed tasks
without being asked. His cheerful disposition influences
others, and it carries over into the various rehearsals.
Choir practice and Sunday morning assemblies in the
choir room end with prayer, and Chris often delivers
heartfelt prayers.
As a deacon, Chris provides sterling service to the
Fellowship families on his deacon’s undershepherd list.
He connects seriously with those families, thus carrying
out the deacon’s role of exhibiting compassion, witness,
and service. For deacon board activities, Chris is
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dependable, never missing meetings or service projects
and willingly participating. He is serving his second
term.
Fellow deacon Mary Peagler made this
observation regarding Chris: “It’s not about him, but
it’s about his relationship with the Lord through service
to others.”
Chris is also an active member of the Administrative
Ministry Team, working on the technology and human
resource sub teams. In this role, he is often the provider
of services when technology set-ups are needed at
Fellowship. He pre-checks to make sure the equipment
is working properly. Consistently on Sunday mornings,
he’s readying and checking microphones for singers.
One recent example is typical of his service in the
technology needs of the church. Chris directed and
produced the video “An Attitude of Gratitude” for
Presbyterian Women's weekend. It premiered at the
group’s Saturday luncheon and subsequently was
shown at the fifth Sunday lunch, April 30, for the
congregation to enjoy. It was a beautiful video.
Producing images or manipulating them through digital
software is also one of Chris’ talents that he generously
shares with his Fellowship family. He takes pictures
for numerous Fellowship events, either independently
or assisting Dr. James Hicks. The graphic design for
Fellowship’s webpage is Chris’ work, and his
photograph of the church building frequently graces the
front covers of programs or booklets dispensed to the
Fellowship family for various programs.
Given Chris’ record of
service, it should not
surprise anyone that he is a
diligent
participant
in
evangelism efforts and in
teaching
and
learning
opportunities. He supports
the Evangelism Ministry
Team at Madison Manor by
singing and offering prayer;
during anniversary week he
comes to help with the
outreach effort in Edmonton Heights. One Saturday in
the Evangelism Ministry Team’s concerted effort to
reach Edmonton Heights families with children, Chris
was part of the group who walked and dispensed
information flyers. He has also been front and center
during Fellowship’s past yard sales, doing whatever
was needed. Chris teaches a young people’s class
during Vacation Bible School, and he is a diligent
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

participant in the Wednesday evening Bible Study
class.
In addition to all the above tasks, Chris has a knack for
being ‘handy’: Each Sunday he assists the robewearing choir ladies up and down the steps. If he sees
senior members lifting or carrying items from their
cars, as they often are, he is right there to assist. When
the church plants are watered after choir rehearsal on
Tuesday nights, he offers to carry the water. He also
does not shy away from cleanup details. For example,
after the women's day lunch in March, Chris stayed and
worked until all the clearing tables and transporting
items to cars was completed. Doing all that he does, no
one hears a negative comment from him. “Chris is not
a complainer; he is a low profile “doer” who just gets
the job done,” says Mary Mitchell.
The HAND staff is pleased to acknowledge, to honor,
and to thank Christopher Gaines for all the ways he
shows us God’s love working through him.

Photo Credit: Yvonne Jones

Garden Hill at “The Ship”

Anthony Overton

Three raised gardens (above) were set up behind
Fellowship Presbyterian Church in May. These raised
bed gardens are designed to promote awareness about
healthy living among the members of Fellowship. The
Fellowship men, along with some of the Fellowship
children, designed and constructed the garden boxes.
The three beds are appropriately named The Father,
The Son, and “The Holy Spirit.” We planted many
types of vegetables in these boxes including tomatoes,
bush beans, cucumbers, squash, zucchini, cabbage,
watermelons, and various varieties of bell peppers. The
children of Fellowship assisted in the planting and will
assist in the daily caretaking of the garden (pictured
below). Please come out and tour our three garden beds
behind the church. If you are so inclined, you may
water the plants on any sunny day.

Fellowship Visitors
Fellowship welcomed former members Dr. Jimmy and
Mildred Cal (pictured above “back in the day”) on
Sunday, May 28, 2017.
The Cals reside in
Montgomery, Alabama. Coach Cal and Mildred joined
the Councill Training Class of 1967 for its 50th Class
Celebration in Huntsville. Fellowship members of the
Councill Training Class of 1967 are Mary Burruss
Mitchell and Jackie Ford. The Cals also joined
Fellowship members Drs. Joyce and Enoch Temple, Dr.
Barbara Anthony, Evelyn Rich, and Frances Harris for
lunch after service.
Photo Credit: Barbara Anthony

Photo Credit:
Reverend Gregory
Bentley
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Reverend Susan Parker and
Reverend Gregory Bentley
Above: Reverend Susan
Parker
Below: Reverend Parker
with her husband.

Elder Clifton Canady, vice-president, with the 2017
honorees Elder Robert Wilson and Elder Evelyn Rich.

Celebration of Older Adult Sunday

Destiny Canady performed
liturgical dance.

Joyce Pettis Temple

Fellowship Presbyterian Church (FPC) celebrated Older Adult Sunday on May 7, 2017. This special service,
which shines the spotlight on the activities and contributions of older members, is planned by the Golden
Charmers organization.
Two senior adults are recognized for their years of service to the church during each service. Elder Evelyn Rich
and Elder Robert Wilson, honorees for 2017, were acknowledged for their contributions to the spiritual health
of FPC. Notably, Rich has sung in the Chancel Choir for decades and served as secretary to the Golden
Charmers for ten years. Robert Wilson founded the Golden Charmers organization at FPC in 2002 and served as
its first president.
The tradition of inviting an accomplished guest preacher for Old Adult Sunday continued with Reverend Susan
Parker, who has had careers in education, public service, and ministry. With the topic, “I Used to Think,”
Reverend Parker easily engaged the congregation, recalling ways she used to think as a young adult that were
altered during her mature years. Reverend Parker was a hit with her listeners.
The congregation and guests enjoyed a reception catered by Tim Smith and held in the Dorothy B. Johnson
Fellowship Hall immediately following the service. Dr. James Hicks is president of the Golden Charmers and
Clifton Canady, the vice-president.
Photo Credit: Christopher Gaines
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Alabama A&M University

Golden Class
1967 ~ 2017

to
Mrs. Eulasteen Muse
AAMU Class of 1952

Mrs. Eulasteen Muse recently celebrated her 65th college
reunion on the campus of Alabama A&M University.
Eulasteen attended Toney School in Madison County
from first through twelfth grades before matriculating to
AAMU where she received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Elementary Education. She continued her
education at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor
where she received a Master of Education degree. Her
teaching career spanned 38 years in Madison County,
Alabama; Gary, Indiana; and Chicago, Illinois school
systems. While at AAMU, she joined Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. She is a Golden Soror in
the organization, having served over 50 years.
Mrs. Muse gives praises to God and her parents, Isaac
and Fannie Pulley, for instilling a desire for higher
education in their children. As a member of Fellowship
Presbyterian Church, Muse has been active with the
Presbyterian Women, Golden Charmers, and
Communion Guild. She has been happily retired for 27
years and enjoying life with her wonderful husband,
Henry Muse.

Mrs. Jacquelyne Bennett and Mrs. Shirley Brown
celebrated their 50th year college reunion on the
campus of Alabama A&M University during “The
Best ReYOUnion Ever” Founder’s Day and Class
Reunion weekend of activities held on May 4 -7,
2017.
Mrs. Brown was the mistress of ceremony for the
class reunion banquet where Mrs. Bennett
announced that the “Golden Class” raised over
$50,000 to celebrate their fifty years.
Photo Credit: Jerome Saintjones, Director
AAMU Public Relations
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In Loving Memory

Camp Maranatha
50th Anniversary
Celebration
April 29, 2017

in Pictures
by Elder Teddy Dixie

Pray for those who mourn…….
Condolences are extended to the Thomas McAlpine
family. Johnnie Mae McAlpine passed away on May 24,
2017. Johnnie was a dedicated children’s and youth
leader, a deacon, and an active member of the
Presbyterian Women at Fellowship. Funeral service was
Saturday, June 3, 2017, at Fellowship.

Continue to keep the McAlpine family in prayer.

Fellowship Member
Sick List
The Prayer of Faith
James 5:13-16

“ 13

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any among
you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and
have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name
of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins
will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.”

The Jacquelyne Bennett Family
(twin sons, Stephen and Michael)
Richard Evans
Mattie Ford
Dana Smith
Anthony Thompson
Geneva S. Wright
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What is Session doing?
Session did not meet in May 2017.

News from the
North Alabama Presbytery (NAP)
In an effort to improve communication within the
Presbytery, I will be sending out periodic updates about
the Presbytery; in particular, following every meeting of
the Executive Commission, you will receive a brief note
about business conducted so that you can stay abreast of
what’s happening in the Presbytery. Please feel free to
share these with your Sessions and/or congregation
members through whatever means you deem
appropriate. If you have questions about anything
contained in these messages, please feel free to ask
me. This first one will be quite extensive, as many things
have happened since our stated meeting in February.
NAP Office Updates:
• NAP hired Cheryl Schultz as our new Office
Manager—she began just after Easter. Cheryl is a
member of Covenant Presbyterian Church in
Huntsville and we are delighted she will be working
with us!
• Office hours are now 11 a.m. – 3 p.m., Monday
through Thursday.
• We have moved our domain, website, and email to
new services that will provide better service for
significantly less expense. Thank you for your
patience with our intermittent email service the past
couple of weeks. The website will be built out over
time—structure first, then content.
Presbytery Updates:
• NAP reached a settlement in the remedial case before
the Synod of Living Waters. There will be a called
meeting (time and location TBD) to inform the
Presbytery regarding the details of the settlement.
• The amendments to the Book of Order considered at
the February meeting of NAP have passed across the
denomination, and become effective this summer.
th
• Camp Maranatha celebrated their 50 anniversary on
April 29 with approx. 100 people in
attendance.
Director Chase Epps has done a
wonderful
job
improving
facilities
and
grounds. There will be 8 weeks of day camp this
summer, and 4 weeks of staff-sponsored camp
(individual campers can register) and 4 weeks of
organization-sponsored camp (groups can rent the
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•

facilities for a week at a time).
The Mission Strategies Resource Team will begin
compiling a list of the mission work undertaken
by each local congregation in order to discern
how the Presbytery can support congregations in
their mission and outreach work.

Executive Commission Report:
• The Executive Commission received and
reviewed a proposal from the Lombard Mennonite
Peace Institute for conflict resolution and
reconciliation work, and training in more healthy
dynamics. The cost was considerable, and the
Executive Commission deferred discussion until
after the July Presbytery meeting, given the
improved atmosphere within the Presbytery.
• Presbytery meetings will be intentionally
restructured to include more time for community
building and/or equipping congregational leaders
for ministry in their churches and communities
• Mac Martinson (Elder-First, Huntsville) was
appointed to the Business Affairs Team and
Cecile Hydrick (Elder-St. Andrew, Decatur) was
appointed to the Session Minutes Review Team
until they can be presented for election by the
Presbytery at the July meeting
• The invitation from Old Brick Presbyterian
Church in Muscle Shoals to host the February
2018 Presbytery meeting was accepted with
gratitude.
• Planning for the summer stated meeting of NAP,
to be held on July 18 at First Presbyterian Church
in Athens, has begun.
• The Presbytery’s office lease will expire at the
end of June. The Executive Commission is
exploring options for office space and location.
• Revisions of our administrative and committee
manuals continue.
Blessings,

Christie
Reverend Christie Ashton, Stated Clerk
North Alabama Presbytery
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CHURCH HUMOR
Question: Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible?
Answer: Pharaoh’s daughter. She went down to the bank of the
Nile and drew out a little prophet.
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Sick List of
Family and Friends of
Fellowship Members

Fellowship Members
Leonard Raymond “Mickey” Horton, Jr.- 1985
Leonard Raymond Horton, Sr. – 1992
Mary B. Cooper – 1995
Theda Horton - 2011

Family and Friends
Cyrus Daniels – May 2015
(Omitted in the May 2017 newsletter)
June
Timothy Carl Dixie - 1970
Earnest Rich - 1971
James Rice, Sr.– 1974
Grace Allen Williams - 1978
Zelma Hodges - 1986
Nelson Scruggs - 1987
Marcus Ogbu - 1990
John Herndon, Jr. - 1993
Raymond Bolton, Jr. - 1994
Carrie Buchanan - 1994
Mary Ragland
Asha Marcus Ogbu – 1978
Reverend M.D. Machen – 1984
Nora Davis – 1985
Leander Patton – 1989
Sim Gullett – 1993
Odere Mosley – 2005
Reverend Dr. Oscar Williams – 2005
Curtis Lanier – 2005

Benjamin Andrews
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Arzell Dunmore
Sister of Lucille Grayson
Doris Bradford
Sister of Haley Bone
Dorothy Franklin
Mother of Robert Franklin
Stokley Gardner
Brother of the late Lloyd Gardner
Flossie Henderson
Mother of Barbara Anthony
Roosevelt Johnson
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Ailean King Peoples
Mother of Kenneth King
Shielda Yvonne Ross
Sister of Thomas Ross
Luther Scales
Brother of Geneva Scales Wright
Ann Thomas
Aunt of Yvette Evans
Fannie P. Thompson
Sister of Lois Dade and Eulasteen Muse
Valerie Thompson
Sister of Debra Evans

Newsletter Deadline

Articles for the newsletter should be submitted
to Mary Mitchell at
mitchell623100@bellsouth.net
and cc the church secretary at:
fpcsecretary1@gmail.com
not later than the third Friday of the month.

Hattie Wall
Sister of Charles Penn
Roderick Wall
Nephew of Charles Penn
LaVon White
Son of Doretha and Thomas Ross
Dorleen and James Witchard
Sister and Brother-in-law of Doretha and
Thomas Ross
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2 Margaret Gardner
3 Sharon King
6 Cerisa Johnson Rice
7 Zachary “Zach” Overton
7 Patricia Wilson
9 Felix Battle
10 Mary Mitchell
10 Madison Canady
11 Lois Dade
11 Dana Bone
11 Lisa Overton
15 Harold Buchanan
16 Keith Bennett
16 Stephen Bennett
16 Evelyn Rich
17 Lucille Grayson
20 Phillip C. Ford
25 Mary Davis
25 Christian Campbell
29 Erica Horton
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Parents, please make sure your child is dressed appropriately
on their scheduled Sunday!

June 4
Parker Ford and Destiny Canady

June 11
Miriam Bentley and Maya Fykes
June 18
Dezmyn Coleman and Kyler Evans
June 25
Eden Joy Craighead and Kaylin Houston
♦♦ Please wear black pants or skirts/dress on your scheduled
Sunday, and please arrive at least 15 minutes early ♦♦
**The acolytes will serve at the 11:00 a.m. worship services
and on the fifth Sundays only.**
If there is a problem with the schedule, please contact Ollie
Smith at 256.527.4147 or Sarah Ford at 256.509.8066 or Diann
Bentley at 205-233-2140
Thank you in advance for your participation!
We sincerely appreciate all the youth at Fellowship
Presbyterian Church. Your service to Christ and His church
does not go unnoticed.
Again, thank you,
Ollie Smith, Acolyte Coordinator

7
10
15
17
19
19

Brenda and Williams Davis
Haley and Walter Bone
Gertrude and James Hicks
Robert and Patricia Wilson
Diann and Gregory Bentley
Eddgra and Carl Fallin
4 William Davis Family
11 Men of the Church
18 Carl Fallin Family
25 Evelyn Rich Family

Fellowship Presbyterian Church
3406 Meridian Street
Huntsville, AL 35811

“Train up a child in the way he should go – but be sure you go that way yourself.”
Charles Spurgeon,
19th Century British Preacher and Theologian

