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Fellowship Presbyterian
Church
Our Purpose
Fellowship is called by God and
empowered by the Holy Spirit to
make disciples by REACHing,
GROWing, and SENDing people
with Christ to do justice, to live
mercy, and to walk humbly with
God.

Theme: “Pressing On with Purpose”

Philippians 3: 13-14

Our Motto
The loving place that is
Reaching, Growing, and Sending
people with Christ.

Please join us for the anniversary celebration activities:

Follow us on
Social Media:
Website:
www.fpchuntsville.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
fpchuntsville
Twitter:
@TheShipHSV

Friday, November 10, 2017
Family Fun Night with games for all
and the Fellowship Feud Game
6:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 12, 2017
Worship Service
10:00 a.m. - One service
Repast following service
Guest Minister: Reverend B. DeNeice Welch
Bidwell Street Presbyterian Church
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Volume 10 Issue 11

Page 2

Staff
Reverend Gregory Jerome Bentley
Pastor

Mrs. Brenda Davis

Director of Music Ministry

Ms. Darlene Richardson

Youth and Children’s Choir Director

Mr. Shaquille Sledge

Pianist, Youth/Children’s Choir and
Praise Team Director

Vacant

Inspirational Choir Director

Mr. Ryan Felton
Percussionist

Mrs. Yvonne Jones
Secretary

Mr. Theodus Friend
Sexton

Church Office Hours

3 - World Community Day
5 - Daylight Saving Time Ends
6 - Worship Ministry Team meets at noon
7 - Property & Maintenance Ministry Team meets at noon
10 - Evening Fun & Games Celebrating Anniversary
11 - Veterans Day
12 - Church Anniversary
12 - Caregiver Sunday
12 - PW Circle Meeting at 5:00 p.m.
13-14 Food Distribution Set-up
15 - Food Distribution
16 - Stated Session Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
18 - Presbyterian Men meeting at 8:00 a.m.
23 - Thanksgiving Day
26 - Christ the King/Reign of Christ
26 - Hanging of the Greens Service at 11:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Directory of Services
Early Morning Service
Sunday Breakfast
Sunday School
Sunday Worship
Adult Bible Study (Wed.)
Prayer Service (Wed.)
Youth and Children
Bible Study (Tues.)
Choir Rehearsals
Inspirational (Tues.)
Chancel (Tues.)
Praise Team (Wed.)
Men’s Chorus (Tues.)

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
Noon
5:30 p.m.
5:45 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Newsletter Team

Dr. Barbara Anthony
Mrs. Pauline Bodiford
Mrs. Gladys P. Bracy
Ms. Cheryl K. Johnson
Mrs. Mary E. Mitchell
Dr. Joyce Pettis Temple
Mrs. Lois N. Thompson
Photographers
Mrs. Gertrude Hicks
Dr. James Hicks
Mr. Christopher Gaines

Come celebrate the beginning
of the Christmas Season!
Join us on
November 26, 2017
11:00 a.m.
for the
Hanging of the Greens
Service
Learn the symbolism and meaning
of Christmas Trees, Advent, and
more.
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The October evening had a typical fall feel
as Fellowship members gathered for the
annual Stewardship Dinner on Thursday,
October 19. The program reminds members
about spiritual stewardship and provides the
opportunity to pledge personal talents in the
service of church ministries. Treasurer
Robert Peagler also talked about and
answered questions concerning the unified
budget that will be instituted in 2018.
Following the business of the evening,
attendees enjoyed a delicious dinner. Three
people were blessed by their names being
drawn for a desirable prize: Arinzie Steele
(not pictured) won the certificate to Bravo
Italian Cucino; Walter Watson won the gift
card to Bonefish Grill, and in absentia, Linda
Burruss’ name was drawn to receive the
shopping certificate to Belks. Kimberlee
Thompson drew the wining tickets.
Shirley Brown served as Mistress of
Ceremony, and Tim Smith Catering
provided food. The Stewardship and Finance
Ministry Team planned and executed the
annual event.

Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple
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Christmas Joy Offering
December 24, 2017
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season,
we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the
wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By
giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor
this gift by providing assistance to current and
retired church workers in their time of need and
developing our future leaders at Presbyterianrelated racial ethnic schools and colleges.
Prepare your hearts to give generously when we
collect the offering on Sunday, December 24, 2017.
Source: PCUSA

Mrs. Lisa Likely was born in Montgomery, Alabama,
but as a military dependent she spent much of her
adolescent life living in numerous states and two
foreign countries. Lisa earned her bachelor's degree in
business administration (concentration in psychology)
from Athens State University in 1986 and her master's
in business administration marketing from Columbia
Southern University in 2011. Lisa has resided in
Harvest, Alabama, for the past ten years. She was
married to Terry Likely, now deceased. She is a career
employee with the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Rural Development in Cullman, Alabama, and currently
serves as Auditor/ Area Specialist. Lisa dedicates
herself to providing help for low income families in
rural America through her work at USDA and Central
North Alabama Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. At an early age, Lisa trusted in a loving
and gracious God who answers prayers. The Lord is her
biggest influence in life. She lives a practical and
balanced life with one focus: To glorify God in all that
she does and to inspire others.
Lisa joined Fellowship on Sunday, October 29, 2017, by
transfer of membership. We are delighted to welcome
her to Fellowship.

Welcome Back,
Reverend Herndon!

Reverend John Herndon, Fellowship Pastor
Emeritus, returned as the guest minister on
September 3, 2017. His sermon title was “God’s
Indescribable Presence.”
He’s shown greeting
congregational members Jane Ford (L) and Lois
Dade (R).
Photo Credit: Mary Mitchell
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Looking Back But Moving Forward:
Spotlighting Moments in Fellowship
Presbyterian Church (USA) History

By Joyce Pettis Temple

In anticipation of the upcoming church anniversary to be
celebrated in November 2017, this column will introduce
to recent church members and remind seasoned members
of significant moments in the church’s history.
In 1972-73, Reverend Ernest Newsom was the pastor of
Fellowship Presbyterian Church USA (FPC), and Dr.
Earnest Dees recorded the business of Session as its clerk.
Perusing the minutes from 1972 reveals, perhaps not
surprisingly, that many of the concerns of the FPC in
2017 remain the same as they were thirty-five years ago.
Then as now, improving the ministries of the church,
setting the pastor’s salary, chairing special church
programs, increasing church membership, and increasing
members’ financial pledges were topics during a session
meeting in January 1973.
Below is an excerpt from minutes of Session recorded on
January 21, 1973, by clerk Dr. Earnest Dees:
“A call meeting of the Session was held January 21, 1973.
Reverend Newsom opened the meeting with prayer.
Mr. [Edwin] Hill gave the oral financial report. He stated
that all obligations of the church through December,
1972, have been paid with the exception of the
operational assessment in the amount of $400. . . . The
financial obligation for the month of December was
$1200. Mr. Hill indicated the financial statement will be
made available to each member of the session.
With reference to pledges received in 1972, Mr. Hill
indicated that about 60% of the pledges were actually
paid. The total budget for 1972 was $15,000. At the
conclusion of Mr. Hill’s report, the Session approved the
payment of the operational assessment tax of $400.
. . . . Members [of session] present: Reaver Brown,
Robert Bradford, Russell Brown, Norman Fletcher,
Earnest Dees, Edwin Hill, and Rev. Newson.”

A ‘Love Offering’ in Memory of
Reverend Dr. Michael Bush
Session approved the collection of a love offering
in memory of Reverend Dr. Michael Bush, son of
Reverend Dr. John C. and Sara Bush. Reverend
Bush was interim pastor preceding Reverend
Bentley’s call to Fellowship PC, and Reverend
Bush and Sara frequently have worshiped at
Fellowship
since
his
official
capacity
ended. Honoring the family’s preference that
donations are made to programs or organizations in
Michael Bush’s memory, the offering raised at
Fellowship will be sent to the Freedom Rising
initiative, which addresses crucial problems
affecting African American males, such as high
unemployment, mass incarceration, and substance
abuse.
The 222nd General Assembly (2016)
established Freedom Rising to facilitate the
Church’s response to a dire social situation. The
call for donations to Freedom Rising comes from
the office of Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson II,
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church.
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Who Wants The Black Church Dead
and Why?
By Heber Brown

I recently read an article
published by the Black
Youth Project entitled “The
Black church can engage
more Black millennials by
bringing politics back into
the pulpit” by Maya King, a
journalism
student
at
Howard University. After
outlining some generational
differences, suggesting that
social media posts are more powerful than Black
church pulpits, and decrying the fact that “not all
Black religious institutions are willing to make
themselves available on the frontline of social
reform,” King concludes by arguing that the first step
in restoring the Black Church is acknowledging that
it’s “effectively dead.”
There is nothing new about this death sentence being
pronounced over the Black Church. In fact, King’s
article seems to follow the template established by Dr.
Eddie Glaude of Princeton’s Department of Religion,
who articulated this same claim in a provocative op-ed
in 2010. His piece started a firestorm of debate and a
snowball effect of hundreds of other articles that
seemed to take their cues from Glaude declaring as
well that the Black Church is dead. Just like Glaude’s
piece from 2010, King’s Black Youth Project article
cites Pew Research about Black religious life,
describe[es] the relationship between Black
communities and Black Churches as “complicated”
and proclaim[s] that it’s time to “breath new life” into
the dead Black Church. It’s a refrain echoed so often
that it can make one wonder if it’s being orchestrated
or cleverly programmed in our minds in some kind of
way. Can it really be just simple coincidence that out
of all of the faith institutions in the country, the
message about the Black Church being dead and
irrelevant gets amplified with the most passion, ink,
and air time? It’s almost on the path to becoming a
genre of its own with some even going so far as to say
“we need to stop building churches and start building
institutions.”
But if the Black Church is so dead, why is it the
repeated target of White terrorism? From church

burnings to bombings like the one at Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church in 1963 to mass killings of Black Church
goers like the 2015 massacre at the Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South
Carolina, the system and agents of White Supremacy have
long been working and calling for the death of the Black
Church—and understandably so.
The greatest institutional threat to the system of White
Supremacy is the Black Church. Since the late 1700’s,
Black Churches have been the most consistent place to
inspire, resource, and nurture strivings for Black
Liberation. As carefully chronicled in works such as
Gayraud Wilmore’s Black Religion and Black Radicalism
to Jessica Gordon Nembhard’s Collective Courage: A
History of African American Cooperative Economic
Thought and Practice, the bosom of the Black Church has
birthed and nursed many organizations and campaigns for
justice from the Abolitionist Movement to the Women’s
Suffrage Movement to the Civil Rights Movement to
Black Power and beyond! Today, many Black Churches
remain working in the trenches of these same social
justice traditions. Moreover, Black Churches have many,
if not all, of the basic ingredients for building material
Black Power in Black communities: organized people,
deep wells of culture and spiritual tradition, a firm
economic foundation, physical infrastructure, and
thousands of acres of land. You can’t build a community
or advance a movement without these ingredients! The
most important institutional characteristic, however, is
that the Black Church enjoys the greatest degree of
autonomy from White Control. Perhaps this is why Dr.
Amos Wilson, in his seminal work Blueprint for Black
Power: A Moral, Political and Economic Imperative for
the Twenty-First Century, writes an entire chapter about
the Black Church, calling it “the largest socioeconomic
institution in the Black Community by far.” Rev. Albert
Cleage, Jr., founder of the Shrine of the Black Madonna,
echoed similar sentiments in 1972 in his book, Black
Christian Nationalism: New Directions For The Black
Church. He writes, “We are trying to build Black
institutions and our only possible point of beginning is the
Black Church…We have billions of dollars tied up in
church buildings. If we are seriously interested in Black
liberation, we cannot realistically afford to just turn and
walk away and leave this huge capital investment in the
hands of the enemy.” In light of this, you would have to
be, at best, ignorant or, at worst, politically naive to call
for
the
death
of
the
Black
Church.
White terrorists have long known what Wilmore,
Nemhbard, Wilson, Cleage and countless others have
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

Officers Classes of 2019 and 2020

demonstrated and spelled out regarding the significance
of this vaunted Black-led institution. Though its history
is filled with foibles, fumbles, and sometimes outright
failures, it has been the repeated target of social, political,
and economic attack by White Supremacy because,
among Black institutions, it is the most sustainable base
of power for Black people with the most assets and
longest track record.
I understand and am clear that racists and White
Supremacy want the Black Church dead. It’s just
baffling that some Black people have joined that crowd
and are itching for an opportunity to help close the coffin.
Reverend Dr. Heber Brown, III is pastor of Pleasant
Hope Baptist Church in Baltimore, MD, and Founding
Director of Orita’s Cross Freedom School and the Black
Church Food Security Network. Find him on twitter at
@HeberBrown.
Note: Minimally edited for HAND.

Submitted by Reverend Gregory J. Bentley

Elected at the Congregational Meeting
October 15, 2017
Elder Class of 2020
Pauline Bodiford
Lauretta Moore*
Thomas Ross
Deacon Class of 2020
Diann Bentley*
Tony Canady
Margaret Jackson*
Trustee Class of 2020
Calvin Ford*
Nominating Committee
Jerita Crummie
Henry Muse*
Lois Thompson*
Deacon Class of 2019
Gordon Fykes

* Incumbent nominee

Presbyterian Women with Peacemaker

Presbyterian Women (PW) pose with visiting peacemaker Paola Schellenbaum (center) and her host Sara
Bush (right of peacemaker) on October 9 before the Circle Meeting of the PW. Schellenbaum is a trained
cultural anthropologist in Italy and abroad. Her work includes research and training on intercultural education
and integration. This fall, she is one of sixteen individuals visiting Presbyterian churches, mid councils and
other institutions as part of the International Peacemakers initiative, sponsored by the Presbyterian
Peacemaking Program.

Photo Credit: Reverend John C. Bush
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The Vine Ministry

Submitted by Linda Burruss

Submitted by Diann Bentley

On Tuesday, October 3, 2017, Johari Bentley,
Miriam Bentley, and I took the donations for the
"child therapy" room to The Vine; and we are
pictured in the room with Executive Director Dr.
Amanda Ragland. HOPE Place donations were
delivered on Wednesday, October 4, 2017.

Christian Education hosted a Family Fun Day on
Saturday, October 14, 2017, at Stars and Strikes for
the Youth Ministry. This event was for the youth and
their parents. The day was filled with bowling, laser
tag, video arcade, and much laughter.

Fellowship has also donated some of the chairs
seen in the “child therapy” room.
The Pray for Me campaign launched on September 16,
2017. At the launch event, each student in elementary,
middle, and high school in attendance asked three
adults to pray for them for an entire school year as
their prayer champion. The adults not in attendance
were also given a student to pray for. Prayer guide
books are available. Thank you to all the prayer
champions for joining the movement. Continue to
pray for your student.

Miriam Bentley auditioned for the 48th Annual
All-City Choral Concert and was selected.
She performed on Tuesday, October 17, 2017, at
First Baptist Church on Governors Drive in the
All-City Choral competition. This was a great
event and an excellent experience for Miriam to
be a part of. The event was hosted by the
Huntsville City Schools Choral Directors
Association.

Prayer is powerful, so let’s see what happens
when adults pray each day in the privacy of their own
homes for a child. How will that student flourish?
Research states that every young person needs a team
of adults, outside of their family, committed to seeing
them flourish in their faith and their life. Let’s make
an impact.
Currently, we still have some college students who do
not have prayer partners, so if you would like to join
the movement, please contact Jerita Crummie.
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Fellowship Youth Serve
at the Beautillion Ball
Seth Sigmon, a junior at Huntsville High School, will be
presented at the Fun-Set Social and Charity Club Beautillion
Ball on Saturday, November 18, 2017, at the Von Braun
Center North Hall. Since moving to Huntsville, Seth has
become a member of The Rock Family Worship Center,
Huntsville Campus, led by Pastor Rusty Nelson. While Seth
is a member of The Rock, he also participates in many youth
events at his grandmother Shirley Brown’s church,
Fellowship Presbyterian Church. Seth is a teen member of
the Greater Huntsville Chapter of Jack and Jill of America
where he serves as parliamentarian this program year. He is
on the varsity basketball team for Huntsville High School
and played on the Adidas Team Carroll Premiere this past
AAU season.
Although Seth believes he is likely to pursue a career in the
medical profession as a neurological surgeon or a biomedical
engineer, he has varied interests he would like to pursue and
many talents he plans to utilize. His current college goal is to
achieve both an academic scholarship and an athletic
scholarship to one of his school choices when he graduates
in 2019. Most importantly, Seth is dedicated to his
continuous spiritual growth and aims to be a “Kingdom
Man,” no matter what career field he enters, for he
recognizes that an education is what you have, a career is
what you do, but your relationship with Christ impacts your
character and makes you who you are.
Seth’s belle for the ball is Miss Kyler Grace Evans. Mr.
Dezmyn Coleman, a junior at Lee High School, will serve as
an usher for this event.

Come out and support Kimberlee Thompson in
the Dance Theatre production, Seasons of Love
Legends of Soul, on November 11, 2017, at 5:00
p.m. at Lee High School Theater.
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A Prayer for Aging Gracefully

Submitted by Barbara Anthony

“Lord, protect me from my vast store of wisdom.”

“Votes are not just political acts;
they are moral decisions.”
Sermon: “Behaving Our Way into
a New Way of Thinking”
October 8, 2017

Dear Lord, thou knowest better than I know myself
that I am growing older and someday will be old.
Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must say
something on every occasion. Release me from the
craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs. Make
me thoughtful, but not moody; helpful, but not bossy.
With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to
use it all; but Thou knowest, Lord, that I want a few
friends at the end.
Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details
and give me wings to get to the point. Seal my lips on
my aches and pains. They are increasing and love of
rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go
by. I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales
of others’ pains, but help me to endure them with
patience.
I dare not ask for improved memory, but for a
growing humility and a lessening cocksureness when
my memory seems to clash with the memories of
others.
Teach me the glorious lesson that
occasionally I may be mistaken.
Keep me reasonably sweet. I do not want to be a
Saint (Some of them are so hard to live with.), but a
sour old person is one of the crowning works of the
devil. Give me the ability to see good things in
unexpected places and talents in unexpected people.
Give me the grace to tell them so. AMEN

(Author unknown)

Dr. Richard Showers, Sr. Recreation Center
Saturday, October 14, 2017
Eta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Alpha Omega Chapter
L-R: Gladys Bracy, Linda Burruss, Phyllis Caudle,
Brenda Bennett, Lois Thompson, Ada Crenshaw,
Lelia Reid-Davis
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Charter Member
Celebrates 90th Birthday

Submitted by Barbara Anthony

Friends and neighbors since the 50s, Mattie Ford
(R) and Geraldine Booker Hereford (L) enjoy each
other at a surprise, spiritually enriched gathering
of family and friends for Gerry's 90th birthday. At
the A&M faculty apartments they were neighbors
when both their husbands worked there. With the
opening of housing in Edmonton Heights, they
became neighbors again.
Mattie and Geraldine were both charter members
of Fellowship Presbyterian Church (USA) under
the pastorate of the late Ezekiel Bell. Their
children Committer, Marjorine, Barbara, and
Jackie were members of the choir (before the
adults joined) when they were students at Councill
Training School.
Deborah was active with
Fellowship’s youth, and one of her Fellowship
memories was quoted in last December’s HAND.

Lauretta Moore’s Sermon
On October 15, 2017, Elder
Lauretta Moore led the eleven
o’clock worship service.
Her
sermon title was “Harvesting
Season.” Prior to the Prayer of
Illumination, Elder Moore read
things “I Am Thankful For,” taken
from Family Circle magazine published 1999.
I Am Thankful For...
...the mess to clean after a party because it means I
have been surrounded by friends.
...the taxes I pay because it means that I am
employed.
...the clothes that fit a little too snug because it means
I have enough to eat.
...my shadow who watches me work because it means
I am out in the sunshine.
...a lawn that needs mowing, windows that need
cleaning and gutters that need fixing because it means
that I have a home.
...the spot I find at the far end of the parking lot
because it means I am capable of walking.
...all the complaining I hear about our government
because it means we have freedom of speech.
...my huge heating bill because it means that I am
warm.
...the lady behind me in church who sings off key
because it means I can hear.
...the piles of laundry and ironing because it means
my loved ones are nearby.
...the alarm that goes off in the early morning hours
because it means that I'm alive.
...weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day
because it means I have been productive.

Family Circle - November 1999
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than it can handle. Among the countries represented
at Mission Haven are Bangladesh, Brazil, Burundi,
China, Congo/DRC, Ecuador, Ivory Coast,
Madagascar, Malawi, and South Korea.
Mission Haven's single, most important need is
money. Volunteers accomplish much, but there is no
paid staff. Operating expenses are funded by
generous donors and Presbyterian Women groups.

By Eddgra Fallin

Congratulations to Elder Dixie for her work in this
august Presbyterian organization.

It was my pleasure to chauffeur Elder Bettye Dixie to
Decatur, GA, for the 2016-2017 Mission Haven Board
Meeting held on the beautiful campus of Columbia
Theological Seminary. Elder Dixie serves on the Board of
Directors and was installed as a trustee for the
southern region. (Board members are also trustees.)
Mission Haven, Inc. is a 501(c)3 tax-deductible
organization dedicated to providing hospitality and shortterm housing to Presbyterian missionaries while on U.S.
assignment. Its funding depends on donations and the
support of Presbyterian Women groups in twenty-five
presbyteries throughout the Southeast. Mission Haven--a
six-unit apartment building, three houses, and a clothes
closet near Columbia Theological Seminary--is owned and
operated by Presbyterian Women of the Synod of South
Atlantic and the Synod of Living Waters.
The occupancy rate in 2017
was approximately 92%. Twentytwo families stayed one month or
longer, and fourteen residents/
families stayed less than one
month. Mission Haven has more
requests for housing people who
need to stay longer than one month

Elder Bettye Dixie
Elder Bettye Dixie recently has been re-elected to the
North Alabama Presbytery Committee on
Representation and elected to the Board of Trustees
of Presbyterian Children’s Home.
The Presbyterian Home for Children is a registered
501(c)3 non-profit serving children and families
regardless of race, color, creed, gender, national
origin or disability. The ministry is governed by a
Board of Trustees elected, in part, by North Alabama
Presbytery, the Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley,
and South Alabama Presbytery of the Presbyterian
Church (USA).
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President Hugine meets with the
Faith-Based Community

Comments on October Newsletter
“Thanks for sharing! Very informative....”
Dawn Williamson-Ashley
“Thank you. Good read.”

Maureen Young

“Appreciated the article on Johannes Gutenberg...very
interesting.
”
Di
(Diane Johnson)
Evening Joyce,
As usual, I find your church newsletter to be
wonderful. Chocked full of good stories and great
aspirational/inspirational news, current events, and
history.
Both the reporting and the photos are not only
entertaining but informative and thought provoking as
well. I like especially the quotations from other
Pastors, the snippets of sermons and questions of
church activities and what is and/or should be
happening. . . . I especially loved the "What is the
Session Doing" part. Ours always seems shrouded in
secrecy.
Your church newsletter is both engaging and
“spritely.” [Now there’s a resurrected word for you.}
Dr. Sandy Govan, Charlotte, NC

On September 20, 2017, Dr. Andrew Hugine, Jr.,
president of Alabama A&M University, met
with members of the Faith-Based Community in the
Clyde Foster Multipurpose Room. Reverend Gregory
Bentley (first row, far left) accepted the invitation and
attended the event.
In 2012, Dr. Hugine began this initiative with the
ultimate goal of working together to provide
educational, economic, and cultural enrichment to the
community. During the meeting, he was afforded the
opportunity to update the Faith-Based Community on
all of the progress AAMU has made over the years,
including economic impact, financial position,
construction of a new residence hall, enrollment,
research and grants update, capital campaign, and
AAMU’s service to the local community.
Areas that were identified in which the Faith-Based
Community can assist AAMU are listed below:
• Identifying best practices and successful modes of
(Continued on page 14)

Dear Reverend Bentley and congregation of Fellowship Presbyterian Church,
Thank you for having the 2018 confirmation class of Temple B’nai Sholom for your
service. We enjoyed the music, singing, sermon, service, and fellowship at breakfast.
We especially enjoyed getting to know the other congregants and kids who attended.
It is only through outreach such as this that we teach, learn, and promote our shared
values that will continue to bring our community together.
Sincerely,
Blair and Erin Eurton
Temple B’nai Sholom
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Session met on Thursday, October 26, 2017.
Approved:

Collecting a love offering in memory of
Reverend Michael Bush, son of Reverend John
and Sara Bush, to be collected and donated to the
Freedom Rising initiative. The Freedom Rising
initiative addresses crucial problems affecting
African American males, such as high
unemployment,
mass
incarceration,
and
substance abuse. The 222nd General Assembly
(2016) established Freedom Rising to facilitate
the Church’s response to a dire social situation.
The call for donations to Freedom Rising comes
from the office of Reverend Dr. J. Herbert
Nelson II, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church.
 Donating the Christmas Joy Offering to Stillman
College as a one-time donation. The gift will be
presented to the president, Dr. Cynthia Warrick,
in March 2018 when she visits Fellowship.
 The request from Alpha Omega Chapter of Eta
Phi Beta Sorority to use the church for their
Twentieth Annual Junior Cotillion training
sessions and tea.
 Reverend Bentley being absent from the pulpit
on November 26, 2017.


Updates from the
North Alabama Presbytery (NAP)
Reverend Christie Ashton, Stated Clerk
North Alabama Presbytery

The NAP office move into Hope Presbyterian Church
is complete (except for all the unpacking)! The
phones and email are operational as well. Thank you
to everyone who helped, especially those who
claimed ALL our furniture so we didn’t have to move
it (saving time, money, and energy)! We do still
have some furniture in storage—there are certain
items that have a waiting list already, and once those
are claimed, I will send out an email listing what
remains.
As a reminder, our mailing address remains the same
(P.O. Box 4031 Huntsville, AL 35815), and all mail
should be directed to that address. Usual office hours
are Monday – Thursday from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

•
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•

serving the community
Spiritual counseling to the University Family
Financial Support for University Initiative (i.e.,
scholarships, fundraisers, capital campaigns, capital
investments, athletics, etc.)
Emergency Assistance
Availability for participation on various programs
such as graduation, community breakfast, board
meetings, etc.
Advocate and voice for the University and its mission,
vision and priorities (e.g., letters to the editor, open
editorials, and engaging elected officials)
Assessing, evaluating and identifying areas of
increased emphasis and improvement
Community-Wide Day of Prayer
AAMU Day at Church
Student Move-In Day
Source: AAMU News for You – Office of the President,
October 6, 2017 E-news bulletin
Photo Credit: Jerome Saintjones
AAMU Public Relations Director

2018 African American History
Calendar
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Sick List of
Family and Friends of
Fellowship Members
Fellowship Members
Jalyn Hunter Brown -1996
Constance Dees 2013
Samuel Sanders – 2002
Family and Friends
S. Allen Jones – 1964
Reverend E. J. Daniels – 1982
George Jackson – 1985
Annie Canady Sutton – 1992
Hannah Hines Evans Taylor – 1992
Eve W. Hicks – 1995
Annie M. Craft – 2000
Virgil Williams – 2001
Frances E. Wilson – 2002
Raymond Bolton, Sr. – 2006
Mary Lou Ford – 2008

Fellowship Member Sick List

Benjamin Andrews
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Arzell Dunmore
Sister of Lucille Grayson
Doris Bradford
Sister of Haley Bone
Dorothy Franklin
Mother of Robert Franklin
Stokley Gardner
Brother of the late Lloyd Gardner
Flossie Henderson
Mother of Barbara Anthony
Roosevelt Johnson
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Ailean King Peoples
Mother of Kenneth King
Shielda Yvonne Ross
Sister of Thomas Ross
Luther Scales
Brother of Geneva Scales Wright

The Prayer of Faith
James 5:13-16

“ 13

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any among
you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and
have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name
of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins
will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.”

The Jackie Bennett Family
(twin sons Stephen and Michael Bennett)
Richard Evans
Dana Smith
Evelyn Rich
Geneva Wright

Ann Thomas
Aunt of Yvette Evans
Fannie P. Thompson
Sister of Lois Dade and Eulasteen Muse
Valerie Thompson
Sister of Debra Evans
Roderick Wall
Nephew of Charles Penn
LaVon White
Son of Doretha and Thomas Ross
Dorleen and James Witchard
Sister and Brother-in-Law of Doretha and
Thomas Ross
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Parents, please make sure your child is dressed appropriately
on their scheduled Sunday!

1
2
2
3
6
7
7
9
11
11
20
30

George Grayson
Alexis R. Gaines
Davi Moore
Brenda Davis
Clifton Anton Canady
Linda Burruss
Thomas McAlpine
Carl Fallin
Shirley Brown
Gregory Evans
Richard Evans
Arthello Peagler

November 5
Parker Ford and Destiny Canady

November 12
Miriam Bentley and Maya Fykes
November 19
Dezmyn Coleman and Kyler Evans
November 26
Johari Bentley and Kaylin Houston
♦♦ Please wear black pants or skirts/dress on your scheduled
Sunday, and please arrive at least 15 minutes early ♦♦
**The acolytes will serve at the 11:00 a.m. worship services
and on the fifth Sundays only.**
If there is a problem with the schedule, please contact Ollie
Smith at 256.527.4147 or Sarah Ford at 256.509.8066 or Diann
Bentley at 205-233-2140
Thank you in advance for your participation!

24 ~ Yvette and Christopher Evans

We sincerely appreciate all the youth at Fellowship
Presbyterian Church. Your service to Christ and His church
does not go unnoticed.
Again, thank you,
Ollie Smith, Acolyte Coordinator

Newsletter Deadline

5
12
19
26

The Frances Harris Family
CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 10:00AM
The Christopher Evans Family
The Calvin Ford Family

Articles for the newsletter should be submitted
to Mary Mitchell at
mitchell623100@bellsouth.net
and cc the church secretary at:
fpcsecretary1@gmail.com
not later than the third Friday of the month.

