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Fellowship Presbyterian
Church
Our Purpose
Fellowship is called by God and
empowered by the Holy Spirit to
make disciples by REACHing,
GROWing, and SENDing people
with Christ to do justice, to live
mercy, and to walk humbly with
God.
Our Motto
The loving place that is Reaching,
Growing, and Sending people
with Christ.

Pictured: Johari Bentley, Kaylin Houston, Miriam Bentley, M'i Joi' Brandon, Evan Allen,
Gabrielle Wells, Tristian Allen, and Madison Canady.

Fellowship Presbyterian Church Children’s Ministry is responding to the
request that has been in the bulletin for several weeks from the "The Vine"
for items for the "child therapy" room. The donations include as requested-dolls, board games, legos, and small toys.
The North Alabama Crisis Center (HOPE Place) also has an online request
specifically for African American hair products in addition to general
hygiene items. The requests included combs, hair brushes, shampoo,
conditioner, hair gel, hair oil, deodorant, new flip flops, lotion, and tissue.
Submitted by Linda Burruss, Director Children’s Church
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Staff
Reverend Gregory Jerome Bentley
Pastor

Mrs. Brenda Davis

Director of Music Ministry

Ms. Darlene Richardson

Youth and Children’s Choir Director

Mr. Shaquille Sledge

Pianist, Youth/Children’s Choir and
Praise Team Director

Vacant

Inspirational Choir Director

Mr. Ryan Felton
Percussionist

Mrs. Yvonne Jones
Secretary

Mr. Theodus Friend
Sexton

Church Office Hours
9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Directory of Services
Early Morning Service
Sunday Breakfast
Sunday School
Sunday Worship
Adult Bible Study (Wed.)
Prayer Service (Wed.)
Youth and Children
Bible Study (Tues.)
Choir Rehearsals
Inspirational (Tues.)
Chancel (Tues.)
Praise Team (Wed.)
Men’s Chorus (Tues.)

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
Noon
5:30 p.m.
5:45 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

1 - World Communion Sunday
1 - Peace and Global Witness Offering
2 - Worship Ministry Team meeting at Noon
3 - Property & Maintenance Ministry Team meeting at Noon
8 - Christian Education Ministry Team meeting at 9:15 a.m.
8 - Domestic Violence Awareness
8 - Presbyterian Women meeting at 5:00 p.m.
9 - Columbus Day
15 - Congregational Meeting-Election of Officers at 10:00 a.m.
15 - World Food Day
15 - Food Distribution Prep
16 - Food Distribution Prep
17 - Food Distribution Prep
18 - Food Distribution
19 - Stewardship Campaign Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
21 - Presbyterian Men meeting at 8:00 a.m.
22 - Children’s Sabbath Educate a Child, Transform the World
24 - United Nations Day
26 - Stated Session Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
29 - Reformation Sunday
29 - Fifth Sunday Fellowship Luncheon

Congregational
Meeting

Newsletter Team

Dr. Barbara Anthony
Mrs. Pauline Bodiford
Mrs. Gladys P. Bracy
Ms. Cheryl K. Johnson
Mrs. Mary E. Mitchell
Dr. Joyce Pettis Temple
Mrs. Lois N. Thompson
Photographers
Mrs. Gertrude Hicks
Dr. James Hicks
Mr. Christopher Gaines

for Church Leadership

Sunday, October 15, 2017
10:00 a.m.
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Fellowship Presbyterian Church
Women (PW) Begin New Season of
Activity

By Joyce Pettis Temple

On Sunday, September 10, 2017, the PW kicked off
their fall bible study and business meeting with an
official Fall Gathering and the first bible lesson. At the
AL / MS Conference in July at Covenant Presbyterian
Church (USA), many women were privileged to hear
and interact with the author of the study book,
Reverend Melissa Bane Sevier. Titled Cloud of
Witnesses: The Community of Christ in Hebrews, the
book has numerous characteristics to make it an
effective study guide.

North Alabama Presbytery (NAP)
Fall Gathering at Camp Maranatha
Conference Center
Of the forty-two women at the
NAP Fall Gathering on
Tuesday, September 19, 2017,
twelve who carpooled the
forty-seven
miles
from
Huntsville
were
from
Fellowship
PC
(USA).
Moreover,
women
from
Fellowship played major roles
in the Gathering’s production
and program. Replacing the traditional study overview
was an activity titled
“Table Hop,” where
information about the
PCUSA
women’s
organization
was
presented at separate
tables. At one table,
Sarah Ford talked about
significant
historical
events, illustrating from
her impressive, personal archives. Gladys Bracy
presented the topic PWs national mission and special
offerings. Bettye Dixie informed members about
Mission Haven, a residence site of three completely
furnished homes and six apartments available short
term to out-of-country missionaries and their families.
Mission Haven (a 501 (c) 3) organization located in
Decatur, Georgia, at Columbia Theological Seminary,
(Continued on page 4)

Leaders Officially Take Office in PW
Organization
At Fellowship’s Fall Gathering, Vice Moderator of PW
Bettye Dixie (pictured extreme right on first row)
conducted the process that officially moved nominees
into their offices. L-R, first row:
Joyce Pettis Temple
Haley Bone

Women’s Concerns Committee
Chair
Moderator of PW

Gertrude Hicks

Treasurer

Lucille Grayson

Resource Committee Chair

Evelyn Rich

Secretary

Doretha Ross

Courtesy Committee Chair

Sarah Ford

Parliamentarian

Jerita Crummie

Nominating Committee Chair

Lauretta Moore

Circle Chairperson

Margaret Jackson

Chaplain

Bettye Dixie

Vice Moderator
Leaders Not Shown:

Mary Mitchell

Personal Faith and Family Life

Sharon King

Historian

Sharon King

Together in Service

Eddgra Fallin

Community Involvement

Lauretta Moore gave an overview of the study guide’s
nine lessons and taught Lesson One, for which she
received near-thunderous applause. Following reports
and announcements, the meeting concluded with a
delicious Sunday supper prepared by Tim Smith and his
crew.
Photo Credit: Michele Hicks
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is operated by Presbyterian Women in
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi,
South Carolina, and Tennessee. Among
the presenters, only one was not from
Fellowship. Kudus to Sarah, Bettye, and
Gladys for effective, knowledgeable
presentations.
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Queens Among Us

The following women from Fellowship
also attended the Gathering: Barbara
Anthony, Margaret Arbogast, Haley Bone, Frances
Harris, Lucille Grayson, Minnie Moore, Arinzie Steele,
Joyce Pettis Temple, and Evelyn Rich.
Other Notable Information: Mark Your Calendars
On Monday, October 16, 2017, women from First
Presbyterian Church-Huntsville are inviting other
women to meet them at the Trail of Tears wall. The
structure, the largest wall without mortar in the U.S.,
honors a Native American woman who walked back to
Alabama from Oklahoma after the forced march. http://
www.ifthelegendsfade.com/index.html
The activity is hosted by Westminster First PC, Florence,
AL, and will begin at 11:30 a.m. If needed, carpooling is
available from First PC (HSV) location. Lunch boxes
will be ordered; prices and deadline, when known,
available at Janis.williams09@gmail.com

Brenda Davis rides in the recent Fairmont High School
reunion with classes represented from 1957 – 1970,
when the school closed. The weekend began with a
banquet on Friday, picnic and old fashioned sock hop on
Saturday, and parade and memorial service on Sunday.
Above, Brenda reprises her honor as Fairmont High
School queen during her senior year, sitting atop a royal
blue, hot Mustang.

The Spring Gathering will be hosted by First
Presbyterian Church-Huntsville on April 17, 2018.
The AL / MS Conference will take place June 13-15,
2018, at Briarwood Presbyterian Church, Jackson, MS.
The PW Churchwide Gathering, which brings together
women from all over the world, will be held August 2-5,
2018, in Louisville, KY. The Galt House is residence
quarters and registration will open January 15, 2018.

Fellowship is elated to welcome Mrs. Margaret
Appleberry-Arbogast to the “Ship.” She joined us on
Sunday, September 17 by reaffirmation of faith.
Welcome, Mrs. Arbogast!

Evelyn Rich, Haley Bone, Minnie Moore, and Arinzie
Steele at NAP Fall Gathering.
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Submitted by Reverend Gregory J. Bentley

Be Careful How Close You Let Jesus
Get to Real Life
Brian Zahnd, a pastor in St. Joseph, Missouri, has a
fascinating story. He was once the stereotypical
successful church planter, one of those dynamic
preachers who started a church that quickly grew to
become the large campus that it still is today. But at
the height of the growth and vitality, he became
[convinced] that something was missing. His faith and
his ministry felt empty, and he didn’t know why. He
began to read the works of the early church fathers
and ancient mystics, and essentially what happened is
that he rediscovered Jesus. He realized that what had
been missing was the actual teaching and example of
Jesus.
So he decided to do an extended sermon series on the
Sermon on the Mount. He began to reorganize and revision his church to do the things that he felt Jesus
would actually be doing (rather than just attending a
worship concert once a week and maybe meeting in
small groups at home over fatty snacks and lackluster
curriculum). He began to challenge his people to
rediscover the radical way of Jesus and what this
might mean for their own choices and priorities.
That’s when people started to leave. They were
challenged in ways they didn’t want to be challenged.
They left for safer ground.

Too many pastors can tell you a story of things getting
weird when you try to take Jesus seriously. One of my
early mentors shared about the day he preached on
Jesus’ discussion with the rich young man (Matthew
19:16-23 / Luke 18:18-25). A woman in the
congregation, who had always been well off and liked
nice things, objected to him talking about giving up
money and possessions. When he pointed out that he
was just trying to deal honestly with what Jesus said,
the woman responded, “I know Jesus said it, but that
doesn’t mean you have to say it.”

Christianity and the life of the church have become a
lot of different things, but it seems that feathers always
get ruffled when you actually start taking seriously the
example and teachings of the guy supposedly at the
center of it all.
Walter Rauschenbusch wrote, “Whoever uncouples the
religious and the social life has not understood Jesus.
Whoever sets any bounds for the reconstructive power
of the religious life over the social relations and
institutions of [humans], to that extent denies the faith
of the Master.”
Especially when there’s cultural debate around a
particular issue, people get trolled, families split apart,
and pastors get fired when you start asking how we can
take Jesus seriously. Jesus is fine as a name, but if you
create an encounter between Jesus and the personal
lives or politics of Christians, you might have trouble.
You can read Jesus’ words declaring blessed [are] the
“peacemakers,” “the meek,” and “the merciful” (Matt.
5:3-10), and you might get nods of approval, but if you
start talking about actually being merciful towards the
desperate or peaceful towards the violent, you might be
called foolish.
You can read Jesus’ words about turning the other
cheek (Matt. 5:39), and you won’t be chased out, but if
you insert this into real life situations where people
want revenge, you might be berated as weak, perhaps
even unpatriotic, if you don’t go back to “eye for an
eye.”
You can quote Jesus’ approach to our material
possessions as “treasures on earth where moths and
vermin destroy” (Matt. 6:19-20), or tell the story of the
rich man being told to sell all he has (Mark 10:17-22).
You can get a wink and a smile as you read Jesus
saying that it’s “easier for the camel to go through the
eye of a needle” (Luke 18:25). But start talking about
actual economic equity, and you might be called a
Communist.
(Continued on page 6)
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Surrounded by glimmering Christmas lights and angelic
choruses, we read the story of a young Jesus’ family
having to flee a violent ruler (Matt. 2:13-18). But bring
up that this made Jesus’ family refugees and ask how
this should inform our approach to the millions in
similar situations today, and you might be told to get
your politics out of church.
You can read the passage where Jesus read from the
prophet Isaiah in the temple (Luke 4:18-19), saying that
fulfilled in Him is God’s mission to “proclaim good
news to the poor … freedom for the prisoners, recovery
of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” You’re fine as
long as you understand these words in a spiritualized,
abstract way (Isaiah didn’t). But beware if you start
talking about how to seek actual freedom and
redemption for the imprisoned, or if you start trying to
define who is actually “oppressed” and how to actually
set them free. (And have you ever looked into what “the
year of the Lord’s favor” refers to?)
I’m reminded of those great lines from Wilbur Rees:
I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please.
Not enough to explode my soul or disturb my sleep,
but just enough to equal a cup of warm milk
or a snooze in the sunshine.
I don’t want enough of God to make me love a black
man
or pick beets with a migrant.
I want ecstasy, not transformation.
I want warmth of the womb, not a new birth.
I want a pound of the Eternal in a paper sack.
I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please.
Jonathan Martin recently lamented on Twitter: “A 30minute sermon won’t teach people to love neighbors
their cable news teaches them all week to fear or hate.
They’ve already been discipled.” He’s probably right,
but that’s not the end of the story. That’s why we need
more than preaching. We need it in real life and a real
movement. To anyone reading this who seeks to take
Jesus seriously: stick with it. People may leave — they
left Jesus himself (John 6:66). But we must teach and
live Jesus. We need it now more than ever.
Source: Baptist News Global
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Honoring Alabama’s Hidden Figure
Mrs. Jeanette Scissum Mickens

Dr. Hugine, president of AAMU, and Governor Kay Ivey
present Mrs. Scissum with awards.

The Governor’s Office of Minority Affairs (GOMA)
held its inaugural Alabama HBCU Roundtable
Discussion: “Minority Women in STEM” at Alabama
A&M University on Wednesday, September 27, 2017.
At this program AAMU touted and honored its “hidden
figure,” Mrs. Jeanette Scissum, former NASA
mathematician and scientist, and former member of
Fellowship PCUSA.

Michelle Williams Nix, director of GOMA (center), Dr.
Hugine (standing); seated: Barbara Anthony, (cousin);
Andrew Mickens (husband); Jeanette and Adolph
Christopher Scissum (son).
Photo Credit: Jerome Saintjones
AAMU Public Relations Director
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Fall Revival 2017
Monday Night, September 25, 2017
Revival energetically began,
focusing attention on children
and youth for the first night.
A
praise
dance
by
Fellowship’s children (left),
who wore long black dresses
with gold sashes, kicked off
the service.
The Praise
Team, the youth choir, and
the children’s choir, the latter
two groups directed by
Darlene Richardson, sang to
Ryan Felton and Fred Tate’s
instrumentation. Miriam Bentley
and Elder Lauretta Moore (right)
shared liturgist duties.

Reverend Bentley introduced
Reverend Jeremiah Chester, the
guest speaker for the week and
pastor at Huntsville’s St. Mark
Baptist Church. To begin his
sermon, Rev. Chester offered biblical text Jeremiah 1:4
as the source for his title, “A Peculiar Purpose for
Peculiar People.” The content was thought provoking for
youngsters and adults alike. “If you look into the mirror,
do you know who looks back?” Rev. Chester posed.
This sermon—that we have knowledge that God made all
of us unique from each other; that God had
foreknowledge of us and a plan to prosper us in the
future; that it is our job to discern the path God has
chosen for us; that “God specializes in using inadequate
people”-- resonated with all listeners.
Tuesday Night, September 26, 2017
Reverend Chester (left) began his
sermon with these words: “With
God, there is always something to
discover.” His topic, “New Life in
Dead Places,” was taken from
Ezekiel 37:1. God took Ezekiel to
the valley of dead bones as a
voyage of self-discovery as God

takes us to dead places for the same reason. To the
question, “Can these bones live,” Ezekiel’s response to
God was “You know.” Some of us, Reverend Chester
emphasized, get the wrong answers because our
questions are wrong. It is not our job, he insisted, to
ask questions whose answers are only in God’s vast
arena of knowledge. No matter the situation, the answer
belongs to God as Ezekiel discerned in saying to God,
“You know.”
The harmony of Fellowship’s
Men’s Chorus, under the
direction of Brenda Davis, was
a vital contribution to a
spiritual evening of worship.
Margaret Jackson and Kenneth
King
(right)
served
as
liturgists.
Wednesday Night, September 27, 2017

The St. Mark Baptist Church Choir (above) supported
their pastor on the final revival night and set a spirited
environment for a spirited sermon. Directed by Collins
Pettaway II and Mike Taylor with drums by Ryan
Felton, choir selections included “Jesus, You’re the
Center of My Life” and “Praise Him,” two songs
beloved at Fellowship. Exodus 3:1, the scripture of the
burning bush, informed the sermon “God Wants Your
Attention.” Rev. Chester cited the burning bush that
was not consumed as an extraordinary happening that
got Moses’ attention and then his affection, which is
what God wants from us. Like Moses, when we are in
a wilderness and have run away from something, as
Moses had, God shows up to us, and he’s often in
unexpected forms, like the burning bush. Recalling
sermon focus from Monday night,
Rev. Chester
repeated that we all are knit together but unique, and
we have a task to discern. Moses didn’t know what his
(Continued on page 8)
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(Fall Revival continued from page 7)

mission was until he met God at the burning bush. God is always with us, has been with us in other times, and
he’s with us ‘in such a time as this.”
Elder Bettye Dixie (left) had reminded the congregation of the revival theme earlier during the
service when she read Easter 4:14, the scripture containing “in such a time as this.”
On behalf of the Fellowship family, Reverend Bentley thanked all guests for visiting Fellowship
and expressed appreciation to Rev. Jeremiah Chester for his marvelous messages to Fellowship
during three nights of revival. Rev. Chester thanked his wife Brittannie, who attended at least two
nights, for balancing her time caring for their son Josiah Wayne and driving between Huntsville
and Auburn where she takes classes.
Each night, a light dinner prepared by Tim Smith and crew was served in the Dorothy B. Johnson Fellowship
Hall. The dinners were financially supported by entities of the church—youth and children on Monday,
Presbyterian men and women’s organizations on Tuesday, and Session on Wednesday.

Above: Men’s Chorus
Below: Two sections of the Praise Team (Not pictured:
Lauretta Moore, Tonya Gaines, and Michele Hicks)

Reverend Bentley and Reverend Chester

Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple
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Looking Back But Moving Forward:
Spotlighting Moments in Fellowship
Presbyterian Church (USA) History

By Joyce Pettis Temple

In anticipation of the upcoming church anniversary to be
celebrated in November 2017, this column will introduce
to recent church members and remind seasoned members
of significant moments in the church’s history.
Compared to the ages of many
churches, Fellowship Presbyterian
Church is young. It came into being
under the guiding hand of Reverend
Ezekiel Bell (left), a graduate of
Chicago Theological Seminary. In
1954, the same year of the Brown v.
the Board of Education decision, the
Presbytery of North Alabama
decided to establish a church for
African Americans.
The Home
Missions
Committee
of
the
organization decided on Huntsville
as the location and selected the minister—Zeke, as he was
fondly called—to organize the church. Rev. Bell moved
into Edmonton Heights subdivision
and immediately began canvassing his
community, Alabama A & M College,
and Councill Training School to
create interest in a new church. In his
Edmonton Heights community Bell
met Edwin Hill (right, father of
Eddgra Hill Fallin), and the two of
them continued talking up the idea of
the new church to the 15-20 families
who lived there.
The first services were held in the pastor’s living room at
the manse at 101 Whitney Avenue. (The home was razed
Spring 2017.) Later, a house at 110 Whitney Avenue was
acquired for the worship services of the new church. Rev.
Bell called it Fellowship House, and the first worship
service at that location was held on Thanksgiving Day,
November 26, 1959.
Construction began at 3406
Meridian Street on a new church building on April 4,
1960, with some of the donated labor given by male
students from Alabama A & M College. The first worship
service in the new church was held on the fourth Sunday
in August 1960, where the name Fellowship remained and
where Mrs. Mattie Ford was one of thirty-seven charter
members. Coming into being in a period of racial
transition, the church and its leader also became
instrumental to the civil rights fight in Huntsville.

Reverend Bell was the first pastor for many
Fellowship members still active in the church
today. When he died in 2012, his sons brought him
back to his beginnings for an evening funeral held
at Fellowship PC before his homegoing service in
Memphis, Tennessee, on September 18.
(Article abstracted from “To Serve the Present Age”: A
History of Fellowship Presbyterian Church, 2010.)

New Storage Facility

A customized storage facility has been donated by
Jackie Bennett (above), convener of the Witness and
Service Ministry Team. This gift fulfills a longstanding and dire need for administering the food
program and securing storage of food items and
materials for over one hundred families served
monthly. There are more to be served in the future
who are on the waiting list. Thank you, Jackie, for
your generosity and for your service in Fellowship
for over forty-five years.

Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple
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Fellowship Members
Participate in Crop Drop

What’s the History Behind Phrase
“Red-Letter Day”?

Illuminated page from a Gutenberg Bible

Dorothy Johnson, left, ties bags used to hold the potatoes.

Although Saturday, September 16, 2017, was an atypical
Saturday with two events scheduled at Fellowship PC, some
members went the extra mile to participate in the Crop Drop
held at Faith Presbyterian Church in south Huntsville. The
100 families who received food boxes in Fellowship’s
distribution on September 20 benefitted by having a bag of
potatoes among their food items.

Nathaniel Jackson (above center) and Joyce Pettis Temple (not pictured)
filled many bags. Henry Warren (below) transported potatoes to
Fellowship for the families served by the church.

The Gutenberg Bible is having a red-letter day.
Tradition holds that Johannes Gutenberg printed the
first copy of the Latin Vulgate Bible on February
23, 1455, in Mainz, Germany.
The Gutenberg Bible was most famous for being the
first book in Western Europe to have been printed
on a printing press with metal, movable type. It was
a new technology, and Gutenberg experimented
with it during the typesetting and printing of his
Bible. One experiment he undertook was two-color
printing.
It was a common thing in hand-lettered books and
manuscripts for important texts (and particularly
texts that introduced a new chapter) to be lettered in
red. This is called rubrication, from the Latin ruber,
meaning "red," and the headlines themselves came
to be known as rubrics. Gutenberg attempted to
automate rubrication, but the process (which
required a page be passed through the press twice)
was too time-consuming to do for an entire Bible.
There are only a handful of pages in the surviving
copies of the Gutenberg Bible that are mechanically
rubricated. This practice wasn't restricted to Bibles,
though: Important feast days in the Christian
liturgical calendar were often rubricated so they
were easier to spot. These important feast days
came be to known as red-letter days, and we use the
adjective red-letter now to refer to something of
special significance.
Source: https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/
bible-words?src=defrecirc-fromthem-w

Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple

Volume 10 Issue 10

Page 11

Tips for Fighting Alzheimer’s Disease
Exercise, nutrition, and mental stimulation are part of a
healthy lifestyle and a possible way of managing this
devastating disease.
“If you find yourselves in a restricted position [where
fight, flight, or freeze has been activated], God has
two words: ‘Go Forward.’
Sermon, “Go Forward”
September 17, 2017

Sing Demetrius, Sing!
Demetrius Davis, aka DJ, is attending Alabama A&M
University this fall on a music scholarship. His major is
music with emphasis on vocal. DJ sings in the Alabama
A&M University Choir and the Vocal Jazz Ensemble.
Below, DJ (second from right) is performing with the
Vocal Jazz Ensemble at the College of Agricultural Life
and Natural Sciences (CALNS) Recognition Banquet on
Thursday, September 21, 2017.

Stay Active
Go for a walk
Take a dance class
Go swimming
Enjoy a Healthy Diet
Fresh fruits
Green leafy vegetables
Whole grains
Fish, nuts, seeds, and oils high in omega-3 fatty
acids
Exercise Your Mind
Read newspaper or books
Work on puzzles
Learn a new hobby
Source: Alzheimer’s Disease Research Review, Winter 2016

Mark Your Calendar
Photo Credit: Jerome Saintjones
AAMU Public Relations Director

Stewardship Campaign Dinner
Thursday, October 19, 2017
6:00 p.m.
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What is Session doing?

Updates from the
North Alabama Presbytery (NAP)

Session met on Thursday, September 28, 2017.

Reverend Christie Ashton, Stated Clerk
North Alabama Presbytery

Approved:
•

Elder Bettye Dixie serving as Elder
Commissioner for the fall North Alabama
Presbytery meeting on October 24, 2017.

•

The Administration Ministry Team creating a
new pastor’s performance evaluation instrument
and conducting the evaluation prior to issuing the
next Pastor’s Call (January 2018).

•

The Stewardship and Finance Ministry Team
launching the 2018 Teaser Campaign.

•

Paying earnest money ($1,000) for the purchase
of the land to the south of the church.

Information:
 Reverend Bentley stated the Fall Revival was a
success with a great preacher. He gave “shout
outs” to the Worship Ministry Team for planning
the revival and Tim Smith Catering for delicious
nightly dinners.






At the Stewardship Campaign Dinner, seating
will be arranged for elders and their
undershepherds and arrangements will be made
for ministry teams and auxiliaries to do sign-ups
for membership/talents.
Stewardship and Finance is available to meet
with ministry teams/auxiliaries to discuss the
procedures for implementing the unified budget
process for 2018.
Session received an update and a request from
the FAITH Initiative for priority consideration
when the land purchase is completed.

•

•

•

•








Follow us on Social Media:
Website: www.fpchuntsville.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/fpchuntsville
Twitter: @TheShipHSV

The physical address of NAP has changed. The NAP
office is in the process of moving into Hope
Presbyterian Church over the next couple of weeks.
The mailing address will remain the same, and all mail
should be directed to the P.O. Box listed in the NAP
directory.
This move will save the Presbytery
significant
expense
and
hopefully
increase
efficiency. At some point, phone service may be
inaccessible as we transfer equipment, etc. We will do
our best to let you know when that might be, but if you
have an urgent matter and cannot get through on the
phone, please send us an email.
The Congregational Development Ministry Team is
researching grant funding to provide congregations in
NAP resources for revitalization work. They are also
exploring the possibility of a part-time contract
consultant who would serve NAP congregations who
wish to engage in revitalization/redevelopment work
by providing guidance, training, resources, etc.
The Youth and Young Adult Ministry Team is
planning a Youth Retreat at Camp Maranatha this fall
(November 10-12). More information will follow.
The Executive Commission:
Reviewed feedback on the proposed changes to the
Manual of Administrative Operations to prepare for
the second reading at the fall Presbytery meeting; the
only change from the first reading is to recommend the
summer stated meeting be moved to the second
Tuesday in June.
Recommended that clergy be required to undergo
regular boundary training, and that the Presbytery
provide such training on a regular basis, which would
be open to Ruling Elders and other officers as well.
Recommended against searching for an Executive
Presbyter for both financial and organizational
reasons.
Discussed ways to improve communication and
provide pastoral care as well as operate effectively
without an Executive Presbyter.
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October/November 2017 Issue

Facing Racism

Stories and Resources for the Church

Sunday, October 29, 2017
Remember, one service will be held at
10:00 a.m. on October 29, 2017, followed
by lunch.

12-step programs agree that the first step to recovery
is honest acceptance — admitting that we have a
problem. Well, we have a problem: we are racists.
Our attitudes and behaviors are often more subtle
than overt, and perhaps more negligent or unseeing
than intentional. Nonetheless, our racism is
insidious, pervasive and incalculably cruel to people
on the receiving end. This special and timely edition
of Presbyterians Today contains a collection of
stories and resources to help open our eyes and
hopefully put us on the right track to start making
things right.
Source: Presbyterians Today. Copies can be purchased by
phone at 800.533.4371; ask for PDS 17116-17-007.

Announcing the 2017-2018
Bobby Bodiford Memorial
Scholarship and the Dr. Constance
Dees Memorial Scholarship
The F.A.I.T.H. Initiative is a 50lc3 organization
authorized by session and serves as an extension of
the mission work of Fellowship Presbyterian Church.
The F.A.I.T.H. Initiative will honor the two late
Fellowship members who were both outstanding
educators by awarding two $1,000.00 scholarships to
seniors in the Tennessee Valley. Dr. Constance
Dees was a renowned professor and department chair
at AAMU. Bob Bodiford was one of the F.A.I.T.H.
Initiative’s founding board members and an educator
in the Los Angles School District.
Applications will be mailed to high school
counselors in October and may be obtained by
emailing
a
request
to:
faithinitiativenonprofit@gmail.com.
Please encourage high school seniors to apply!

The Reevis Beecher Hill
Benevolent Fund
Benevolence is defined as an act of
kindness,
charitableness,
goodwill,
generosity or expression of Christian love
intended to address the needs of the poor
and distressed. Late charter member
Reevis Beecher Hill exemplified these
characteristics in life; her motto was, “If I
can help somebody, I will.” Her legacy
of generosity as well as her service and
devotion to Fellowship Presbyterian
Church (FPC) inspired her granddaughter and
grandson-in-law, Karla and Patrick Lee, to donate
$5,000.00 to establish a benevolent fund in her
memory in 2011.
The fund is able to assist members of the church and
the community who are experiencing a financial crisis
or other hardships.
The only regular source of income for the benevolent
fund is the special offering, which is taken on the first
Sunday of each month.
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RiahRose Home for Children hosted the Annual Grandparents Day Celebration on September 10, 2017, at
Early Works Museum. RiahRose is co-owned by Carolyn and Nathaniel Jackson. It offers a safe, drug-free,
comfortable home for little ones and their mothers, and provides the support those moms need to improve their
parenting skills and become self-sufficient.

First row L-R: Theodore Dixie, Jr., Master of Ceremonies; Nathaniel Jackson; Brenda and Bill Davis, former honorees
Second row L-R: Clara and Nathan Lee performing; Bettye Dixie and Carolyn Jackson’s sister, Lou Helen Prentice;
Tommie and Reverend John Herndon III, former honorees
Third row L-R: Group picture with Carolyn Jackson, Linda Burruss, Bettye Dixie; Dr. James Hicks; Nathan, Mi'Joi',
Giovanni and his mother.
Photo Credit: Linda Burruss and Bettye Dixie
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Sick List of
Family and Friends of
Fellowship Members
Fellowship Members
Norman Fletcher -2015

Benjamin Andrews
Uncle of Yvette Evans

Family and Friends
Louis Calvin Henderson – 1939
Rev. William J. Hill, Sr. – 1963
Martin M. Dees- 1977
Nathaniel Griffin, Sr. – 1985
Argatha Jackson- 1985
Willard “Hank” Henderson – 1989
Rev. O. D. Battle – 1986
Leander Battle -1996
Inez Brown Fallin – 1996
Lonnye G. Daniels – 2003
Michael Anthony – 2006
Betty L. Wood

Arzell Dunmore
Sister of Lucille Grayson
Doris Bradford
Sister of Haley Bone
Dorothy Franklin
Mother of Robert Franklin
Stokley Gardner
Brother of the late Lloyd Gardner
Flossie Henderson
Mother of Barbara Anthony
Roosevelt Johnson
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Ailean King Peoples
Mother of Kenneth King
Shielda Yvonne Ross
Sister of Thomas Ross

Fellowship Member
Sick List
The Prayer of Faith
James 5:13-16

“ 13

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any among
you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and
have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name
of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins
will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.”

The Jacquelyne Bennett Family
(twin sons, Stephen and Michael)
Richard Evans
Mattie Ford
Dana Smith
Anthony Thompson
Geneva S. Wright

Luther Scales
Brother of Geneva Scales Wright
Ann Thomas
Aunt of Yvette Evans
Fannie P. Thompson
Sister of Lois Dade and Eulasteen Muse
Valerie Thompson
Sister of Debra Evans
Roderick Wall
Nephew of Charles Penn
LaVon White
Son of Doretha and Thomas Ross
Dorleen and James Witchard
Sister and Brother-in-Law of Doretha and
Thomas Ross
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3 Margaret Jackson
5 Anthony Thompson
7 Kaylin Houston
9 Jane Ford
10 Moses Ogbu
12 C. Blair Gaines
13 Ollie M. Smith
14 Bonita Mullins
15 Glory Ogbu
15 Tanya Maye
20 Earnest Dees
20 Judise Harris Lanier
21 Gertrude Hicks
24 Justin Thompson
27 Eulasteen Muse
29 Demetrius Davis
30 Gregory Bentley
30 Deirdre Grayson
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Parents, please make sure your child is dressed appropriately
on their scheduled Sunday!

October 1
Parker Ford and Destiny Canady

October 8
Johari Bentley and Kaylin Houston
October 15
Dezmyn Coleman and Kyler Evans
October 22
Miriam Bentley and Maya Fykes
October 29
Johari Bentley and Kaylin Houston
♦♦ Please wear black pants or skirts/dress on your scheduled
Sunday, and please arrive at least 15 minutes early ♦♦
**The acolytes will serve at the 11:00 a.m. worship services
and on the fifth Sundays only.**
If there is a problem with the schedule, please contact Ollie
Smith at 256.527.4147 or Sarah Ford at 256.509.8066 or Diann
Bentley at 205-233-2140
Thank you in advance for your participation!

4 ~ Rhonda and Gordon Fykes

We sincerely appreciate all the youth at Fellowship
Presbyterian Church. Your service to Christ and His church
does not go unnoticed.
Again, thank you,
Ollie Smith, Acolyte Coordinator

Newsletter Deadline

1
8
15
22
29

The Charles Penn Family
The Minnie Moore Family
The Barbara Anthony Family
The James Hicks Family
Marjorie Reed Family

Articles for the newsletter should be submitted
to Mary Mitchell at
mitchell623100@bellsouth.net
and cc the church secretary at:
fpcsecretary1@gmail.com
not later than the third Friday of the month.

