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Every life is telling a story. We fly through the chapters, each day creating a new page. But do we see that our story is bigger than
our own lives? Our story grows out of the past and reaches into the future. Our story touches the stories of those around us. How
does your story touch others?
Let’s join in creating the bigger story, which, for Christians, begins at the heart of the church. Three adults from three different
generations are invited to begin praying over the lives of the next generation. In this way, one generation will be passing on their
faith in prayer to the next, sharing stories of God’s greatness along the way. One generation will be weaving together the past,
present, and future by using the thread of prayer. Prayer will connect the church through our sharing how we grow in faith as we
speak how God works in our lives. Believers will continue to tell God’s story for his people.
The story and knitting together begin with one simple question: Will you pray for me?
All who commit to

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO?
1. Sign up as a student (seeking prayer) or a prayer champion (one who will pray for a student the entire
school year).
2. Consider purchasing a prayer guide ($10) specifically designed to help prayer champions pray effectively
for the next generation.
3. Attend the Launch event to connect student and prayer champions and be prepared to take a photo with
your prayer team on Saturday, September 16, 2017, at 11:00 a.m. at Fellowship Presbyterian Church
(USA).
4. Attend Christian Education picnic immediately following Pray for Me Launch event.
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Staff
Reverend Gregory Jerome Bentley
Pastor

Mrs. Brenda Davis

Director of Music Ministry

Ms. Darlene Richardson

Youth and Children’s Choir Director

Mr. Shaquille Sledge

Pianist, Youth/Children’s Choir and
Praise Team Director

Vacant

Inspirational Choir Director

Mr. Ryan Felton
Percussionist

Mrs. Yvonne Jones
Secretary

Mr. Theodus Friend
Sexton

Church Office Hours
9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Directory of Services
Early Morning Service
Sunday Breakfast
Sunday School
Sunday Worship
Choir Rehearsals
Inspirational (Tues.)
Chancel (Tues.)
Praise Team (Wed.)
Adult Bible Study (Wed.)
Prayer Service (Wed.)
Youth and Children (Thurs.)
Bible Study
Children’s Choir Rehearsal
Youth Choir Rehearsal

1 World Day of Prayer or the Care of Creation (PCUSA)
5 Property & Maintenance Ministry Team meets at Noon
10 Special Congregational Meeting at 10:00 a.m.
10 Christian Education Ministry Team meets at 9:15 a.m.
10 Christian Education Week begins
10 Presbyterian Women meeting at 5:00 p.m.
16 Presbyterian Men meeting at 8:00 a.m.
16 Pray for Me Launch event at 11:00 a.m.
16 Christian Education picnic
17 Food Distribution Preparation
18 Food Distribution Preparation
19 Food Distribution Preparation
20 Food Distribution
21 Global Week of Action Against Gun Violence begins
24 Evangelism Sunday (PCUSA)
25-27 Fall Revival at 7:00 p.m. nightly
28 Stated Session Meeting at 6:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Noon
5:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Newsletter Team

Dr. Barbara Anthony
Mrs. Pauline Bodiford
Mrs. Gladys P. Bracy
Ms. Cheryl K. Johnson
Mrs. Mary E. Mitchell
Dr. Joyce Pettis Temple
Mrs. Lois N. Thompson
Photographers
Mrs. Gertrude Hicks
Dr. James Hicks
Mr. Christopher Gaines

A special congregational meeting will be held on Sunday,
September 10, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. at the church. The
purpose of the meeting is to approve the purchase of the
land to the south of the church.
Please be advised that since this is a special meeting,
business shall be restricted to that which is specified in the
call. (Church Bylaws, Section IV)
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Reverend Gregory J. Bentley

START LIVING
by Reverend Romal Tune
(Submitted by Reverend Gregory Bentley)

I know a guy who committed suicide. I hadn't talked to
him in a while and found out he was gone. I'll never
know what made him feel like he couldn't take it
anymore or led him to believe there was no other way
to stop the internal emotional pain. But here's what I do
know. Life can be very hard and lonely at times.
Society conditions us to pretend that everything is fine.
We're told to "hustle," be "successful," compete, win,
etc., but rarely are we honest about the stress, anxiety,
and fear because we're ashamed for admitting that life
isn't as perfect as we would like it to be. We're not as
perfect as we want people to think we are, and gossip is
rampant (even profitable), so the best thing to do is
keep our problems all bottled up inside.

I know a guy who ended his own life. I don't know
why, and I never will. People will judge him and
have all kinds of things to say, and that's
unfortunate. What I do know is that this culture of
success, greed, accumulation, appearances, and
selfishness is as toxic as hell. If you need help, get
it. There's nothing to be ashamed of, and anyone
who would seek to shame you doesn't deserve to be
in your life anyway. If you're tired of the game, stop
playing and take your life back. How many days
will you waste, chasing instead of living, before you
look back and realize the race is almost over. You
have more years behind you than in front of you.
Stop pretending and start living.
(article edited)

The idea of success is fools’ gold. Success doesn't
deliver on the promise of happiness nor does it heal
internal emotional wounds. We have countless
examples of that. You can have all the stuff money can
buy and still have an empty life that doesn't make the
pain go away. How is it that people can be shamed,
labeled weak, told something is wrong with them, or
even have their faith questioned for seeking help, but
when they fall, it's their fault—as if we were not
complicit in sustaining their brokenness.
You're applauded for success and winning, but shamed
for admitting you're tired of competing in these hunger
games. You want to ask for help, but you're uncertain if
anyone will have time because everyone is "busy"
succeeding and winning. Success is the goal; then you
will be appreciated, seen, valued, and applauded
because somehow we've been convinced that simply
being human, a person, apparently isn't good enough.

“If you see a need, that means God wants you
to do something about it.”
July 10, 2016
Sermon: “Closing the Loophole”
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Newly Elected Youth Leaders
The newly elected youth officers for 2017-2018:
President - Miriam Bentley
Treasurer- Seth Sigmon
Secretary- Destiny Canady
Chaplain - Dezmyn Coleman

Presbyterian Women (PW)
Begin Fall Bible Study
The Fall Gathering and Bible Study (first lesson) for PW
will be held on September 10, 2017, at Fellowship
Presbyterian Church USA at 5:00 P.M.
Please plan to attend. Important business will be
addressed, and dinner will be served.

By Ollie Smith
The acolytes play a huge role in our church service.
Their duties are to light and extinguish the candles
on the Lord's table. When they bring the light into
the house of worship, they are reminding
us that God is with us. And when they take the light
out of the house of worship, they remind us to take
God with us when we go out into the world.
The lighted candles remind us that Jesus Christ is
the Light of the World.
Johari Bentley (left) is our newest
acolyte. Acolyte training was held
on Saturday, August 26, and on
Sunday, August 27 Johari asked if I
needed help with the acolytes. And
sure enough, one of them was
absent, and she filled in.
Normally, the new people are added to next
month’s schedule. But Johari saw a need and
stepped up to help out. Johari is an asset to our
team. She is ready and willing to serve.
Welcome to our newest acolyte Johari Bentley! A
big thank YOU is extended to all of the
acolytes. You ALL ROCK!!!
Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple

Fall Gathering for Presbyterian Women
(PW) of North Alabama
The North Alabama PW Fall Gathering will be held at
Camp Maranatha, September 19, 2017. Registration
begins at 9:30 a.m., and lunch is $10.00 per person as
usual. If you plan to attend and eat lunch, please give your
money ($10.00) to Gertrude Hicks as soon as possible.
Haley Bone
Moderator of Fellowship PW

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance:
Stand with those in Texas Impacted by
Hurricane Harvey
The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) is in touch with presbyteries in
affected areas of Texas to offer assistance.
For those who wish to support PDA’s
emergency response and recovery efforts,
gifts can be designated to DR000169-Harvey. Your help is
needed. Please give generously.
You may send a check to:
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
PO Box 643700
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700
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Fellowship Member Pays Tribute to
Former Teachers
Barbara Anthony was selected to
present the Tribute to Faculty at a
reunion of her high school in
Guntersville, AL. Reunion events
were held across the weekend of
August 19: Thursday night was
the get re-acquainted occasion; on
Friday a marker was unveiled,
denoting where the school once
stood; and on Friday an oldfashioned sock-hop was also held.
Jason Anthony escorted his
mother to the traditional banquet
on Saturday night. At the Memorial Brunch on Sunday,
Barbara presented the tribute. In the tribute, she ‘spoke
the names’ of the numerous teachers who had
shepherded the students in faith that they would each
find success and fulfillment. Barbara also called these
effective teachers a ‘cloud of witnesses.’ She received a
standing ovation for her thoughtful and evocative
presentation.

Orange the World: Eliminating
Violence Against Women and Girls
The Central North Alabama Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. (CNAA) was awarded the Highest
of Five Attainment Award for the most
innovative programmatic execution in
the International Awareness and
Involvement Thrust.
This award
represents the “Best of the Best,” and
only one award per state in the
Southern Region was presented at the 53rd National
Convention in Las Vegas, August 2017. CNAA made
the state of Alabama proud!
Librarians, staff, and ladies of the chapter, led by
chairperson Frances J. Harris (above), visited two local
libraries wearing orange to symbolize a brighter future
without violence. Several displays of other country’s
campaigns as well as literature and souvenirs were
shared with the libraries to raise awareness and increase
support for preventing and ending all forms of violence
against women and girls.
Congratulations to Frances and the
International
Awareness
and
Involvement Committee of CNAA.

Fellowship Presbyterian Church Men
Work Special Moving Sale

By Thomas A. Ross,
Secretary for the PM

The Fellowship Presbyterian Men (PM) organization
was contacted by Rosalie Lane, a widowed member
who is leaving the area. She wished to sell certain items
stored in her garage that mostly belonged to her
deceased husband Woody, who was also a member of
FPC (USA).
A special PM committee of volunteers consisting of
Thomas Ross (lead), Nathan Lee, and Calvin Ford
committed to conduct a moving sale at the residence.
Preparation for this sale consisted of inventory and
pricing items for sale (July 22), producing and
distributing information flyers, emailing notification to
the Fellowship family and other churches at large, and
verification by Mrs. Lane that the items marked were
the ones she wanted sold. Flyers were handed out at the
entrance to the neighborhood and electronic and public
media were used.
The sale was conducted on August 5, 2017, between
7:00 AM and noon.
The sale went very
smoothly. Profits from the sale went to the PM. Items
that were not sold were broken down into two
groups. One group of items was taken to the Habitat
for Humanity. The other group was left at the residence
for Mrs. Lane to donate to the Salvation Army.
Special thanks to Ms. Clara Reed Lee, who assisted the
committee on the day of the sale as a sales
person. Thanks, also, to church secretary Ms. Yvonne
Jones for her assistance in producing flyers and
emailing notices of the sale to the church community at
large as well as to the Fellowship membership.
A further thanks to the PM membership and church
family who attended the sale and purchased.
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Former Fellowship Member
Attends Reunion

Mary Burruss Mitchell and Nancy Gardner Sewell

Among hundreds of former Councill Training School
graduates who attended the school reunion was former
librarian and former Fellowship Presbyterian Church
member Nancy Gardner Sewell. She and the late Coach
Andrew Sewell lived in Edmonton Heights where
Alabama Congresswoman Teri Sewell was born.
Nancy was an avid member of the Women of the
Church.

How the Fellowship Garden Grows
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What is Session doing?

Approved:
• Holding a special congregational meeting on Sunday,
September 10, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. The purpose of the
meeting is to approve the purchase of the land to the south
of the church.
• Pray for Me Campaign sponsored by the Youth Ministry.
• Reverend Bentley’s request to be off on Sunday,
September 3, 2017.
• The following changes to the 11:00 worship service: a)
The second choral music will be presented prior to the
scripture readings. b) The Altar Call will be referred to as
the Pastoral Prayer c) The Call to Confession and Prayer
of Confession remain as is with a devotional hymn
afterwards. d) Happy Birthday be sung on the third
Sunday and incorporated as part of the announcements.
The changes were recommended from the ministry
improvement box.
General Information:
• Christian Education Week will be September 10 – 16,
2017, with a Commissioning Service for educators and all
students as it relates to recommitment to serve and
succeed.
• Elder Lauretta Moore will coordinate the Fourth Day
Group composed of members who attended the Cursillo
and members who are interested in attending.
• Stewardship Dinner will be Thursday, October 19, 2017.
• Church anniversary will be celebrated with one worship
service on Sunday, November 12, 2017, with Reverend
Denise Welsh, pastor of Bidwell Presbyterian Church,
Pittsburgh, PA.
• Hanging of the Greens will take place at the 11:00 service
on November 26, 2017.
• Christmas program will be scheduled for December 17.
The music ministry is planning for participation from all
choirs.
• One worship service will be held on December 31, 2017
and January 7, 2018.
• Thanks to Joyce Pettis Temple for volunteering to
maintain the plants in the hallway and in the narthex by
watering, donating containers and fresh soil, and repotting
the plants.

Guest Minister:
Reverend Jeremiah Chester
St. Mark Baptist Church

Photo Credit: Joyce Pettis Temple

September 25 - 27, 2017
7:00 p.m. nightly
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Sick List of
Family and Friends of
Fellowship Members

Fellowship Members
Ovenia Smith – 2002
Thelma Gardner 2015
Family and Friends
Lawyer Woods -1996
Cynthia Norwood – 1998
Eugene Clarke – 2003
Elbert Wright - 2004

Benjamin Andrews
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Arzell Dunmore
Sister of Lucille Grayson
Doris Bradford
Sister of Haley Bone
Dorothy Franklin
Mother of Robert Franklin
Stokley Gardner
Brother of the late Lloyd Gardner
Flossie Henderson
Mother of Barbara Anthony
Roosevelt Johnson
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Ailean King Peoples
Mother of Kenneth King

Fellowship Member
Sick List
The Prayer of Faith
James 5:13-16

Shielda Yvonne Ross
Sister of Thomas Ross
Luther Scales
Brother of Geneva Scales Wright
Ann Thomas
Aunt of Yvette Evans

“ 13

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any among
you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and
have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name
of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins
will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.”

The Jacquelyne Bennett Family
(twin sons, Stephen and Michael)
Richard Evans
Mattie Ford
Dana Smith
Anthony Thompson
Geneva S. Wright

Fannie P. Thompson
Sister of Lois Dade and Eulasteen Muse
Valerie Thompson
Sister of Debra Evans
Roderick Wall
Nephew of Charles Penn
LaVon White
Son of Doretha and Thomas Ross
Dorleen and James Witchard
Sister and Brother-in-Law of Doretha and
Thomas Ross
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Parents, please make sure your child is dressed appropriately
on their scheduled Sunday!

2 Cheryl K. Johnson
5 Lirse Jones
9 Delonzo Harris
11 Ingrid Burton
12 Jeremy V. Crummie
13 Marvell Foard
14 Timothy Smith
16 Joann Jackson
28 Nathaniel Jackson, Sr.
29 Arinzie Steele

September 3
Parker Ford and Destiny Canady

September 10
Miriam Bentley and Maya Fykes
September 17
Dezmyn Coleman and Kyler Evans
September 24
Johari Bentley and Kaylin Houston
♦♦ Please wear black pants or skirts/dress on your scheduled
Sunday, and please arrive at least 15 minutes early ♦♦
**The acolytes will serve at the 11:00 a.m. worship services
and on the fifth Sundays only.**

3
10
17
24

The Robert Burton Family
The Robert V. Franklin Family
The Jane/Mattie Ford Family
The Robert Wilson Family

If there is a problem with the schedule, please contact Ollie
Smith at 256.527.4147 or Sarah Ford at 256.509.8066 or Diann
Bentley at 205-233-2140
Thank you in advance for your participation!
We sincerely appreciate all the youth at Fellowship
Presbyterian Church. Your service to Christ and His church
does not go unnoticed.
Again, thank you,
Ollie Smith, Acolyte Coordinator

Many thanks to my
Fellowship family for
your love and support.
I am off to college.
My new address is

Ryan Gordon
VSU 7634
1500 N Patterson Street
Valdosta, GA 31698

Ryan

Fellowship Presbyterian Church
Our Purpose
Fellowship is called by God and empowered by the Holy
Spirit to make disciples by REACHing, GROWing, and
SENDing people with Christ to do justice, to live mercy,
and to walk humbly with God.
Our Motto
The loving place that is Reaching, Growing, and Sending
people with Christ.

