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Fellowship Presbyterian
Church USA
Our Purpose

Fellowship is called by God and
empowered by the Holy Spirit to make
disciples by REACHing, GROWing,
and SENDing people with Christ to do
justice, to live mercy, and to walk
humbly with God.

Our Motto

The loving place that is Reaching,
Growing, and Sending people with
Christ.

2 - Season of Peace Begins
3 - Labor Day
9 - Christian Education Week begins/
Christian Education Celebration
9 - Christian Education Ministry Team
meeting after worship service
10 - Property & Maintenance Ministry
Team meets at Noon
15 - Presbyterian Men meeting at 8:00
a.m.
15 - Congregational Conversation at
10:30 a.m.
16 -18 Food Distribution Preparation
19 - Food Distribution
21 - International Day of Peace
23 - Evangelism Sunday (PCUSA)
27 - Stated Session Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
30 - Brenda Davis Retirement
Celebration, 4:00 p.m.
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Vision Meeting
on Purchased Property Held

Submitted by Joyce Pettis Temple

If meetings are any indication of the spiritual vitality of
a church, then Fellowship is exceedingly vital. On
Saturday, August 18, three consecutive meetings were
held in the Dorothy B. Johnson Fellowship Hall—first
the Presbyterian Men’s monthly gathering; third, a
planning meeting by Presbyterian Women; and second,
a Vision Meeting consisting of Session, the Fellowship
Strategic Planning Team (FSP), FAITH Initiative, and
other church members to offer and discuss ideas about
the recently acquired property the membership voted to
purchase it at a Congregational Meeting on September
10, 2017. At that meeting, the congregation received
reports from trustees and the FSP Team. On October
12, 2017, after months of laborious investigation, the
Fellowship Trustee Board--members Calvin Ford, Chris
Evans, Kenneth King--signed the contract to purchase
the property.
Reverend Gregory Bentley (left)
opened the vision meeting with prayer
and song. He emphasized that our
goal was to ‘discern God’s vision’ to
discover how God is leading us to
develop the new property (adjoining
lot with two buildings, south of the
church). He pointed out that
Fellowship was landlocked; that is,
there was no available property for church expansion
until the .68 acre of land adjoining the church’s property
became available. In subsequent comments, others
mentioned that the two buildings on the property will
require extensive rehabilitation; or after full assessment,
findings may suggest removing them and rebuilding or
installing
a pre-fabricated structure. Specific
recommendations to address this issue will depend on
the cost of renovating existing buildings when compared
to new construction.
Opinions were diverse, and
discussion was lively. Dr.
Enoch Temple, whom
Reverend
Bentley
appointed chair of the FSP
Team several years ago,

worked with the Board of
Trustees
throughout
its
assessment
process
and
purchase of the property. On
Saturday, August 19, 2018, Dr.
Temple (right) again offered
pertinent findings by his team
that previously were given at the
congregational meeting held on
September 10, 2017. The
findings encompass present and anticipated future
needs of the church membership. In reaching
conclusions and making recommendations, the FSP
Team worked with numerous consultants. The findings
included six advantages for purchasing the property. Of
the six, two were judged by FSP as most important.
These findings included the need for more classrooms,
meeting areas, and additional parking spaces. Elder
Jackie Bennett, who oversees Fellowship’s growing
Food Distribution Program, said that, presently, the
distribution process works well within our existing
facilities. She believes that decisions about developing
the land should include immediate and long-range
plans; she also mentioned a Family Life Center on the
property.

Speaking on behalf of The FAITH Initiative, Joyce
Pettis Temple expressed desire for space in order to
expand TWIST, its tutorial program servicing Martin
Luther King, Jr. Elementary School students. FAITH
also needs an office home; presently, its records are
being maintained by board members. Elder Thomas
McAlpine mentioned construction of a Family Life
Center that might be designed to accommodate all the
needs expressed. Elder George Grayson
voiced
concern that the land size would not support a
reasonably sized Family Life Center.
On the overarching
subject of financing,
FAITH Vice
President Chris
Evans pointed out
that the non-profit
status of the FAITH
Initiative positions it to qualify for grants. Calvin Ford
reminded the group that the North Alabama Presbytery
may financially assist in growth plans for the church as
long as the expansion fits within the church’s mission.
Elder Pauline Bodiford suggested that an article should
appear in our church newsletter. She anticipates that
the news of our growth may be seen as a gift
opportunity for supporters of the church. Dorothy
(Continued on page 3)
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Johnson said we are always open to God’s gifts,
whatever way they might come to us. Others present
also participated in or questioned the major concerns
expressed above.
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Pray for those who mourn......

Remembering . . .

As the discussion wound down, Dr. Temple
emphasized that the FSP Team and Board of Trustees
would respond to the two important needs* discussed
above—classroom space and meeting areas and
parking—as well as a timeline. The FSP Team will
send an email to major Fellowship Presbyterian
Church groups who need class space and/or meeting
spaces.
At this well attended vision meeting, everyone present
was indeed poised to discern where God, in God’s
infinite wisdom, is leading us.
*See article by Dr. Enoch Temple on page 4.

Geneva Scales Wright
Draped in the choir stand where she
always sat, Mrs. Geneva Wright’s
robe during her funeral signified
the death of a choir member.
Geneva transitioned on August 6,
2018.
Homegoing service was
August 16, 2018, at Fellowship
Presbyterian Church. Geneva was
loved and will be dearly missed.
NeeNee Left Us
(Excerpt from Janine Anthony and Carlton Sanders’
Tribute to Geneva Wright)

Dezmyn Coleman
Perhaps you’ve noticed the improvement in the sound
system in the sanctuary due to an equipment upgrade.
However, were you aware of the young person
operating the system for the past three years. That
person is Dezmyn Coleman-- quiet, polite, dependable,
and quite the expert with the sound system. Calvin
Ford has observed Dez’s growth in his skills and
responsibilities over the years. He has no worry about
Dez doing the job.
Dez is a senior at Lee High School and spends a lot of
time on his XBOX as a gamer. He is the son of Elder
Lauretta Moore. Thanks, Dez, for the work you do!

“I gave her the name NeeNee,” said Carlton, “because
I couldn’t say Geneva. She’s still called that today by
most of you.”
Janine continued: “We were all devastated by the
news, I am reminded that to want her here with us is a
bit selfish. Though we are mourning, there’s a ‘Cloud
of Witnesses’ rejoicing….She is anticipating the time
when we all go home and join her. …She’s in the
place prepared especially for her. She’s awaiting her
enormous crown, and she is happily looking forward
to the time when we are all together again…with our
Lord.”
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Fellowship Couple Named Honorees

Following up the Vision Meeting
Submitted by Dr. Enoch Temple, Chair
Fellowship Strategic Planning Team

During the Vision Meeting, I emphasized that the
Fellowship Strategic Planning (FSP) Team
recommended that the land purchase was to satisfy two
important needs: (1) more classroom space and (2)
more parking space. Today’s note will also include (3)
a timeline. Below are proposals to meet these needs.
1. Classroom Space: To get an estimate of the total
needed classroom space, I will send an email to
major FPC groups that need classroom space. This
email will request that each group submit an
approximation for the amount of space (office and
classroom) needed and the expected frequency of
use. The groups to be contacted are administration,
FAITH Initiative, Sunday School, food distribution
(Witness and Service Ministry) and youth groups.
2. Parking: The solution to the parking shortage is not
complicated. The purchased land has about 34
existing parking spaces. We will need to clear the
land of tree growth and adjust fencing so that land
is accessible for parking. The FPC Board of
Trustees should have input on this topic.
3. Timeline:
3.1 The timeline for providing added parking
space is short and cost is not expensive.
3.2 In my email to groups mentioned in (1)
above, I will request that the groups
respond within a week. Once the classroom
space is estimated, the FSP Team will
contact a contractor to get the following:
3.2.1 An estimate to renovate existing
buildings on purchased land.
3.2.2 An estimate to construct prefabs to
meet classroom needs (without
existing buildings).
3.3 Items 3.2.1 and 3.2.2 will be compared to
form a recommendation.

Note: Dr. Temple has been re-appointed by Session
(August 23, 2018) to continue the work of the FSP
Team.

Sarah and Calvin Ford are the designated honorees
for Grandparents Day Celebration, an annual event
sponsored by RiahRose Home for Children. This
honor is bestowed on grandparents who play pivotal
roles in the lives of their grandchildren, going the
extra miles to teach, educate, house, and love their
grandchildren. Longtime and very active members
of Fellowship Presbyterian Church, Sarah and
Calvin work with church youth and have facilitated
their grandchildren’s membership in the church.
The event, also a fundraiser for RiahRose, is
scheduled for Sunday, September 9, 2018, 1:30 PM,
at the Early Works Museum, downtown Huntsville.
Fellowship members Carolyn and Nathaniel
Jackson are the founders of RiahRose, and Bettye
Dixie serves as the director.

Session invites you to a Congregational
Conversation on Saturday, September 15, 2018,
at 10:30 a.m. regarding the 10:00 a.m. worship
service. Everyone is welcomed to attend.
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Family and friends gathered for the baptism of
Kingston, son of Khadeja and Brendan Pierre, on
Sunday, August 12. Brendan and Khadeja were
among the citizens displaced by hurricane Katrina.
When their relatives relocated to Huntsville,
Brendan and Khadeja joined Fellowship and
participated in church activities, especially the youth
choir,
until
they
graduated from high
school.
The church
family is happy to
welcome their young
son. The Pierre family
resides in Colorado
Springs where Brendan
is in the army.

Website: www.fpchuntsville.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/fpchuntsville
Twitter:
@TheShipHSV

On Saturday, August 25, 2018, Gloria Evans was
genuinely surprised by her children—Kimberly,
Christopher (Yvette and Kyler), and Gregory
Evans--with a brunch to celebrate her birthday.
She is surrounded by her gifts and looking still
young!

Fellowship Member Featured

Our own Barbara Anthony is featured on the 2019
Alabama A & M University Alumni Calendar. Her
picture appears for February, which happens to be
her birthday month. Congratulations to Barbara on
this recognition from her alma mater.
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Fellowship Women Attend
Churchwide Gathering

Submitted by Joyce Pettis Temple

“Is there a link between illness and stress/anxiety?
Author Saadia Bean, an avid reader of the HAND
and director of a Family Intimacy Centre in
Bermuda, discusses this problem in an article that
can be found at the following website:
http://www.royalgazette.com/lifestyle/
article/20180628/Saadia-soothing-solution

L-R: Joyce Pettis Temple, Sarah Ford, Gladys Bracy
Photo credit: Mrs. Regina Fleming Wade, Davie Street
Presbyterian Church, Raleigh, NC

On a recent visit to Huntsville, Saadia Bean,
husband Detroy, and grandson Mathias dined with
former AAMU teacher Barbara Anthony. One
topic discussed was “Holy Week” services at noon
that Saadia and several students from AAMU
participated in at Fellowship during her time at
AAMU.

Fellowship’s

October 1 - 3, 2018

6:00 p.m. - Dinner served
7:00 p.m. - Revival begins

“Arise, shine, your light has come!” Everywhere in
convention areas of the Galt House, the host hotel for the
Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women, this
uplifting theme was on display. The Gathering emblem
was blazing yellow sunflowers against a blue sky, and the
brown-seeded center of the sunflower was replaced by the
PW’s circular logo. Sunflowers were on tote bags; they
adorned convention signage and publications; they were
on convention handouts. Small pots of sunflowers lined
the registration counter. The phrase “Arise, shine, your
light has come” was uttered in every event, speech, and
sermon at the Gathering. We had our own theme song,
“Arise and Shine! (Isiah 60: 1-4),” words and music by
Ann Weber.

Indeed, the phrase and the
emblem worked their
magic! I felt special; I felt
blessed to be in the
presence of 1600 or more
women of faith from all
over the U.S. and abroad
(Global Mission Partners),
The stunning backdrop is by a PW who came to Louisville,
artist. This view is centered in a
Kentucky, for the
very long room.
Gathering. I was a
neophyte alongside
veterans Gladys Bracy and Sarah Ford, who have been to
(Continued on page 7)
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five or more
gatherings and
held office
positions at all
levels of the PW
organization.
North Alabama
Presbytery (NAP)
members in
attendance also
G. Bracy, Janis Williams, Carol Copeland, included NAP
moderator Carol
J. P. Temple
Photo credit: Cori Rogers, M.D. , Copeland and First
Indianapolis, IN Presbyterian
Church moderator
Janis Williams. Living Waters of the World Synod
member Olympia McCrackin of Tuscaloosa, AL, was
elected to the Churchwide Search Committee.

Impactful features of the
Gathering were the
morning and nightly
plenary sessions, forty-one
classes (offered twice),
book discussions, Justice
and Peace March, and the
Exhibit Hall.
The Clothesline Project: Bearing

Witness to Violence against
Gladys Bracy adds the
Women. The exhibit stretched
following: “The 2018
along the corridor leading to
Churchwide Gathering
Gathering events.
very much enlightened the
attendees with spiritual and informational presentations
that encouraged one to ‘Arise, shine, your light has
come!’ This was one of the better Churchwide
Gatherings I have attended—my fifth. My enjoyment
may have had a lot to do with the amount of fellowship
with local PW members. Additionally, there was much
celebration –especially through video presentations--that
2018 marks the 30th anniversary of Presbyterian
Women!”

Sarah Ford shares these sentiments. “This was the best
conference of any kind I’ve ever attended and I urge all
women to look at attending in 2021.” Sarah has attended
every Churchwide Gathering since 1988, except two due
to illness. She also served as the official voting
representative for North Alabama PW during the PW
Business Meeting, which was held August 1-2, just prior
to the Gathering. She marched in the procession with
other current and past Churchwide Coordinating Team
members and Global Mission partners to mark the
opening of the Gathering.

In the videos depicting the
history of PW, shown during
plenary sessions, both Sarah
Ford (right) and Gladys Bracy
were featured in slides by
themselves while a role or task
they had been important to
was narrated.
Fellowship
Ford depicted on
would have been proud to see Sarah
video history of PW
the work of two of its women Photo credit: Janis Williams
recognized in the birthday
celebration of PW.
All in all, attending the
Churchwide Gathering is a
benefit to any Presbyterian
Woman who loves learning,
enjoys other women of faith,
and relishes practicing her
faith. While the theme of the
Gathering was to seek and
The backdrop lit during an
recognize our own light,
evening plenary.
many lights shone on all
women in attendance. Perhaps none were brighter than
the light of God’s blessings and the light of inclusion:
of being embraced by and welcomed alongside black
women, white women, African women, Latina women,
Korean women, and Caribbean women as we circulated
among southern accents, African accents, Hispanic
accents, and Asian accents.
All of us were in the light and were convinced, as our
hymn (“Arise, Your Light is Come!”) stated, “God’s
power will make us strong.”

Joyce Pettis Temple reunited with NC friend and PW
Millicent Fauntleroy of Davie Street Presbyterian Church,
Raleigh, NC.
Photo Credit: Regina Wade
Unless noted, photographs by Joyce Pettis Temple.
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Travel That Educates: Legacy Museum and National Memorial for Peace and Justice
Montgomery, Alabama
August 4, 2018

Fellowship’s youth, members, and community friends traveled to Montgomery, Alabama, to visit the Legacy
Museum and National Memorial for Peace and Justice. And in keeping faithful to Fellowship’s legacy of
excellent food, they ate lunch at the Fried Green Tomato Buffet.

Enslaved Africans chained.
Unnamed woman that
represented the women’s
movement in Montgomery.

Monuments with names of
lynching victims.

Group Photo
L-R: Miriam and Johari Bentley,
Kimberlee Thompson, Kaylin
Houston

Joelle Whaley, Lois
and Kimberlee
Thompson

Parker and Calvin
Ford

Pillars with names of lynching
victims.

“Raise Up” statue by Hank Willis
Thomas.
L-R: Lucille and George
Grayson and Mary Mitchell

Photo Credits: Linda Burruss, Diann and Gregory Bentley, Thomas
McAlpine, Mary Mitchell

This soil represents
collections from over
two dozen racial
terror lynchings.

Volume 11 Issue 9

Page 9

Getting to know your church . . .
Last month’s HAND focused on the responsibilities
for planning worship and for the teaching elder in
PCUSA. This month, since it is that time of year
when FPC’s Nominating Committee begins the
search for elders to elect at the Annual
Congregational Meeting, third Sunday in October,
we want to focus on the responsibilities of session.
(See FPC By-Laws, dated February 23, 2013,
Section IV, 2nd paragraph.)
First, let’s look at the difference in church polities,
illustrated in the chart below. Presbyterian church
governance is the responsibility of elders.
Church
Congregational
Episcopal
Presbyterian

Governed by...
Congregation
Bishops
Elders

Second, in accordance with the Book of Order G10.0000-G-10.0401, session is responsible for the
mission and government of the particular church.
Session members include ordained elders elected by
the congregation and ordained ministers called by
the congregation.
Third, elected elders are the voices of the
congregation. Elders are responsible for decisions
made with the exception of those outlined in the
Book of Order W-1.4005a for the pastor or in
carrying out responsibilities of the congregation.
The congregation is made up of all members on the
active roll of a particular church. It meets annually
to elect officers and address matters related to
pastoral relationship. See G-7.0303. You, the
congregation, are responsible for prayerfully
electing officers to lead the church.
To familiarize the congregation with what the role
of session entails, The Session and the New Form of
Government is provided and can be found along
with other resources on the PCUSA Website.
Continued on page 11

Stewardship and Finance Ministry Team
Announces Stewardship Campaign
“Nurturing Generous Living” is the theme for the

stewardship campaign dinner planned for Thursday,
October 18, 2018, at 6:00 pm. Generosity changes
everything.
We steward in four ways:
...with our presence
...with our time and talents
...with our money
...with our spirits, by bringing loving hearts and open
minds to our beloved community.

For the weeks leading up to the Stewardship campaign
dinner in October, the Stewardship Ministry Team would
like to focus on our time and talents by having each
auxiliary provide a stewardship moment to the
congregation. The purpose is to provide information so
members can make an informed decision on selecting the
teams and auxiliaries with which to share their time and
talents for the 2019 year. The auxiliaries/teams are youth,
men, women, Golden Charmers, music ministry/
choirs, usher board and deacon board/Reevis Beecher
Hill Benevolent Fund.
Why do you need to be involved? Because each auxiliary
or team needs your presence. Sign up in the narthex in
the coming weeks to nurture and commit to generous
living.

Newsletter Comments

“I have six issues of Fellowship’s newsletter in
my lap. I read them over and over, and will take
to my church to share what interesting ministries
you have for all ages. I especially am going to
emphasize cousin Willard’s reward with the
NFL.”
Mrs. Dorothy “Pie” Smiley
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What is Session doing?
Session met on Sunday, August 5, 2018, Thursday,
August 9, 2018 (for Called Meetings), and Thursday,
August 23, 2018 (Stated Session Meeting).
Approved:
• The acceptance of Mr. and Mrs. Mary B. and Herbert
Peagler as members of Fellowship Presbyterian
Church. They were received by letter of transfer from
Faith Community Baptist Church in Denver,
Colorado.
• The request from Mr. and Mrs. Brendan Pierre to
baptize their son, Kingston, on Sunday, August 12,
2018.
• The acceptance of the retirement letter submitted by
Brenda Davis, Director of Music Ministry.
• The reappointment of Dr. Enoch Temple as the leader
of the Fellowship Strategic Planning Team.
• Dr. Joyce Pettis Temple to design and purchase the
plaques to be placed on the sound and video booths in
memory of Mrs. Antoinette Franklin and Mrs. Johnnie
McAlpine, respectively.
• Hosting a Congregational Conversation on Saturday,
September 15, 2018, at 10:30 a.m. regarding the 10
a.m. worship service.

2 Cheryl K. Johnson
5 Lirse Jones
9 Delonzo Harris
11 Ingrid Burton
12 Jeremy V. Crummie
13 Marvell Foard
14 Timothy Smith
14 Joann Jackson
28 Nathaniel Jackson, Sr.
29 Arinzie Steele

Information:
• The Brenda Davis Retirement Tribute will be held on
Sunday, September 30, 2018, 4:00 p.m. at the church.
• The Stewardship Campaign Dinner is Thursday,
October 18, 2018.

Dr. Barbara Anthony
Mrs. Pauline Bodiford
Mrs. Gladys P. Bracy
Ms. Cheryl K. Johnson
Mrs. Mary E. Mitchell
Dr. Joyce Pettis Temple
Mrs. Lois N. Thompson
Photographers
Mrs. Gertrude Hicks
Dr. James Hicks
Mr. Christopher Gaines

“It is still right to do right. There’s no
right way to do wrong. . . . Wrong is
still wrong, and right is still right.”
Sermon: “A Recipe for Resistance”
August 19, 2018
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Special Offering
Sunday, October 7, 2018
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Sick List of
Family and Friends of
Fellowship Members
Benjamin Andrews
Uncle of Yvette Evans
Parents, please make sure your child is dressed
appropriately on their scheduled Sunday!

Arzell Dunmore
Sister of Lucille Grayson

September 2
Parker Ford and Destiny Canady

Doris Bradford
Sister of Haley Bone

September 9
Maya Fykes and Miriam Bentley

Dorothy Franklin
Mother of Robert Franklin

September 16
Dezmyn Coleman and Miriam Bentley

Flossie Henderson
Mother of Barbara Anthony

September 23
Kaylin Houston and Johari Bentley

Roosevelt Johnson
Uncle of Yvette Evans

September 30
Maya Fykes and Kaylin Houston

Ailean King Peoples
Mother of Kenneth King

♦♦ Please wear black pants or skirts/dress on your
scheduled Sunday, and please arrive at least 15 minutes
early ♦♦
If there is a problem with the schedule, please contact
Ollie Smith at 256.527.4147 or Sarah Ford at
256.509.8066 or Diann Bentley at 205-233-2140

Thank you in advance for your participation!
We sincerely appreciate all the youth at Fellowship
Presbyterian Church. Your service to Christ and His
church does not go unnoticed.
Again, thank you,
Ollie Smith, Acolyte Coordinator

Shielda Yvonne Ross
Sister of Thomas Ross
Ann Thomas
Aunt of Yvette Evans
Fannie P. Thompson
Sister of Lois Dade and Eulasteen Muse

Valerie Thompson
Sister of Debra Evans
Roderick Wall
Nephew of Charles Penn

LaVon White
Son of Doretha and Thomas Ross
Dorleen and James Witchard
Sister and Brother-in-Law of Doretha and
Thomas Ross
“Churches are like swimming pools.
Most noise comes from the shallow end.”

2
9
16
23
30

The Robert Burton Family
The Robert V. Franklin Family
The Jane/Mattie Ford Family
The Robert Wilson Family
The Marjorie Reed Family

Reverend John Howard Reed,
Guest Minister at Fellowship for Older Adults Sunday,
May 6, 2018
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Fellowship Member Sick List
The Prayer of Faith
James 5:13-16

“ 13

Are any among you suffering? They should
pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs
of praise. 14 Are any among you sick? They
should call for the elders of the church and have
them pray over them, anointing them with oil in
the name of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith will
save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up;
and anyone who has committed sins will be
forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one
another, and pray for one another, so that you
may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is
powerful and effective.”

Stephen and Michael Bennett
Richard Evans
Mattie Ford
James Hicks
Lula Jones
Eulasteen Muse
Dana Smith
Anthony Thompson

In Memory of
Fellowship’s Members
Ovenia Smith – 2002
Thelma Gardner 2015
In Memory of Family and Friends
Lawyer Woods -1996
Cynthia Norwood – 1998
Eugene Clarke – 2003
Elbert Wright - 2004

